
Chosen and awarded by independent
children’s bookseller members 

E.B. WHITE READ ALOUD AWARDS are given annually
by ABC—The Association of Book sellers for Children—

to one picture book and one chapter book that 
independent booksellers believe most embody the
wonderful read aloud appeal of E.B White’s beloved
classics: Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little, and The
Trumpet of the Swan.  The awards are announced
every year on the first Monday in April.

If I Built A Car 
by Chris Van Dusen

Young Jack gives an eye-opening tour of the car he’d
like to build. There’s a snack bar, a pool, and even a
robot chauffeur named Robert. With Jack’s soaring
imagination in the driver’s seat, readers are off 
on a wild ride of imagination!

Penguin Young 
Readers Group 
(HC) $15.99

Each Little Bird That Sings 
by Deborah Wiles

Ten-year-old Comfort Snowberger has attended 
247 funerals. But that’s not surprising, considering
that her family runs the town funeral home.
Comfort knows how to deal with loss, or so she
thinks, but life is full of surprises, and the biggest 

one of all is learning about yourself. This is a 
warm and charming look at family, love, and 

life in all its “messy glory”!

Harcourt Children’s Books
(PA) $5.95; (HC) $16.00

Charlotte’s Web © 1952 by E.B. White. Text © renewed 1980 
by E.B. White. Illustration © renewed 1980 by Estate of Garth
Williams. Used with permission of HarperCollins Publishers.
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“
The Association of Booksellers for Children (ABC) is a 
national non-profit trade association dedicated to supporting
the business of independent children’s bookselling, and 
quality children’s books. The membership includes book-
sellers, publisher members, authors and illustrators, and 
other industry professionals. For more information about 
ABC programs, visit us on the web at www.abfc.com.

Prices are subject to change without notice. Hardcover (HC),
paperback (PA), audio (AUD), and board book (BB) editions are
listed when available. Suggested ages are indicated in paren-
theses following book descriptions. If books are out of stock,
ask your local independent bookstore to order them for you.

Dear Parents, Teachers, and Friends of Children’s Books,

For more than 20 years, The Association of Booksellers for Children (ABC) has 
been working to put great books in the hands of children. Like Horace Mann, ABC
believes that great books are like windows—windows outward on the world, and
windows inward to the soul. In today’s complicated world, we believe that books
are more important than ever for helping children make sense of their experience.
As independent children’s booksellers, we love the moment when we know we’ve
found just the right book for a young reader who is looking for something special.

It gives us great pleasure to present our 2006 ABC Best Books for Children 
catalog. The titles in this book were hand-picked as some of the best and brightest
books published for children this year. We hope you enjoy these selections, and 
all of the wonderful books you find in your local independent bookstore. 

Best wishes to you and yours for a happy and healthy year full of great reading!

Library Lion
Michelle Knudsen, illustrated by Kevin Hawkes

Miss Merriweather, the head librarian, is very 
particular about rules in the library. No running allowed.
And you must be quiet. But when a lion comes to the
library one day, no one is sure what to do. There aren’t
any rules about lions in the library. And, as it turns out,
this lion seems very well-suited to library visiting. But
when something terrible happens, the lion quickly comes
to the rescue in the only way he knows how. Michelle
Knudsen’s disarming story, illustrated by the matchless
Kevin Hawkes in an expressive timeless style, will win 
over even the most ardent of rule keepers. (4-8)

Candlewick Press  $15.99

Handel Who Knew
What He Liked 
M.T. Anderson

A witty, fact-filled biography
reveals the high notes—and
the low notes—in the life of
one of the world’s foremost
composers. (8-12) 
(PA) $6.99; (HC) $16.99

Weslandia
Paul Fleischman

A celebration of non–conformists
and creators everywhere! Wesley
drops his schoolbooks, takes up 
a hoe, and creates his own 
civilization. (4-8)
(PA) $6.99; (HC) $16.99

Me, All Alone, at the 
End of the World
M.T. Anderson 

A wistful, wondrous ode to the natural
pleasures of peace and solitude (6-10). 

(HC) $16.99

A
house without 

books is like a room 

without windows.

— Horace Mann (1796-1859)

Check out these other
wonderful Candlewick
Press titles illustrated 
by Kevin Hawkes

Kristen McLean
Executive Director, ABC
www.abfc.com

KEY to abbreviations & symbols:

PW Publisher’s Weekly
SLJ School Library Journal
ALA American Library Association
✪ Starred Review
❂ Special honor/award

Published by the Association of Booksellers for Children
Volume XVI, September 2006
Catalog editor: Kristen McLean
Catalog design and layout: Susan Kummer
ABC logo design: Lorraine Ortner–Blake

The beautiful Kevin Hawkes
cover illustration comes
from one of our favorite
new books this year!

Sidewalk Circus
Paul Fleischman

A spectacular, wordless 
picture book that honors
the transformative power of
the imagination (ages 5-9). 

(HC) $15.99

Find out more at www.candlewick.com
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Panda Bear, Panda
Bear, What Do You See?
Bill Martin Jr.,
illustrated by Eric Carle

Another delightful call and
response book by the team that
brought you Brown Bear, Brown

Bear,
What 
Do You
See? With a message of conservation,
this board book is packed with a string
of wonderful endangered animals
watching over one another, ending
with the best hope for the future—
a dreaming child. (0-5)

Henry Holt and Co. (BB) $7.95

The
Adventures 
of Polo
Regis Faller

Equipped with 
a backpack full 

of supplies, Polo 
sets off on a little boat and on a series of delightful
adventures that take him across (and under) the
ocean, to an island and a frozen iceberg, to space and
home again. Like Harold and the Purple Crayon, this
is a dynamic, lyrical, and playful story perfect for
even the youngest readers. (all ages) ✪SLJ

Roaring Brook Press (HC) $16.95

Germs Are
Not for
Sharing
Elizabeth Verdick,
illustrated by
Marieka Heinlen

Achoo! Cough! 
F-L-U-S-H! What to
do? In childcare, at
home, and every -

where, toddlers need to learn that germs are not for
sharing. This book teaches the basics of not spreading
them. Child-friendly words and full-color illustrations
help little ones stay clean and healthy. Includes tips
and ideas for parents and caregivers. (2-5)

Free Spirit (BB) $7.95

A Color of 
His Own
Leo Lionni

Chameleon is
unhappy

because every animal has a color of its own but
him. He decides to sit on one leaf so that he will
never change, but leaves change with the sea-
sons too. It’s only when he befriends an older,
wiser chameleon that he finds inner peace, no
matter what’s on the outside. A lovely parable of
being yourself. (2-6)

Knopf (BB) $12.99

Max’s ABC
Rosemary Wells

Max’s ants have
escaped from
their farm, and

now they’re searching for food. The ants start with
Max’s sandwich, and soon they’re everywhere!
Fortunately, Ruby comes to the rescue. Featuring
large and colorful letters that are easy to spot. (2-5)

Viking (HC) $15.99

Peter’s Chair
Ezra Jack Keats

Peter is upset when
his parents paint his
old baby furniture
pink for his new little
sister. There’s one
thing they haven’t
painted yet, though: his little blue chair. He’ll do
whatever it takes to save it—even run away! However,
his feelings change when he realizes that the chair
doesn’t fit anymore. A classic in board book for the
first time. (2-5)

Viking (BB) $6.99

Goldilocks
and the
Three
Bears
Illustrated by
Jill McDonald

Storytime has
never been 
so much fun!

Parents and children can read and play along with
the four colorful finger puppets and the soft felt
glove that come on the front cover of the book. Use
the characters on the glove to act out the story or
wear the four individual puppets on your fingers
as you read along! (2-5)

Little, Brown & Co. (NOVELTY) $14.99

Moon Plane
Peter McCarty

A young boy sees
a plane overhead
and imagines
himself in it,
traveling all the
way to the moon.

What does he see on his way? Come on an imaginary
trip from the earth to the moon and back again. The
luminous illustrations make the boy’s fantasy into a
dreamlike journey that ends in his mother’s arms—
a perfect way to end the day. (2-5)

Henry Holt and Co. (HC) $16.95

Your Personal
Penguin
Sandra Boynton

A charming read-aloud, listen-
along favorite for the whole
family that tells the story of a
slightly bewildered hippo and
the loyal penguin who wants

nothing more than to be his pal: But
if I could be yours, and you could be mine/ Our cozy little
world would be twice as nice / I want to be Your Personal
Penguin. (all ages)

Workman Publishing (BB & CD) $6.95

Emily’s Balloon
Komako Sakai

One day, Emily gets a bal-
loon. By the end of the
afternoon, Emily and the
balloon are friends. But
when the balloon blows
away, what will Emily do?
The beautifully evocative
illustrations and the time-

less innocence of the story make this deceptively simple
book a sure classic! (1-4) ✪PW

Chronicle Books (HC) $14.95
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BABIES
&

My Very
First Library
Eric Carle

The perfect 
gift for young
children learning
their colors,
shapes, and
numbers! My
Very First Book

of Colors, My Very First Book of Shapes, My Very First
Book of Numbers, and My Very First Book of Words
are now together in a slip-cased library. Children can
turn the top pages independently from the bottom
pages, creating a matching game that offers all the
charm of Eric Carle’s bright collage illustrations. (2-5)

Philomel (BB) $23.99

Z is for Zamboni
Matt Napier, illustrated
by Melanie Rose

With vibrant illustrations
that bring the action
alive, and A-Z poems
that describe the basic
elements of the sport, 

Z is for Zamboni: A Hockey
Alphabet is a fun introduction to the sport for young fans! (2-5)

Sleeping Bear Press (BB) $7.99    

BABIES & TODDLERS

TODDLERS
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The
Adventures 
of the 
Dish and 
the Spoon
Mini Grey

What ever
happened once the
dish ran away with
the spoon? Why
they became rich and famous vaudeville stars—of
course!—and had all kinds of amazing adventures. 
A detailed story set in the Great Depression, this is a
yarn for those who like their fairytales fractured, and
their funny bones tickled! (4-8)

Knopf (HC) $16.95

Anthony and
the Girls
Ole Könnecke

Anthony has a
bucket, a shovel,
and a really big
car. But the girls
playing in the

sandbox don’t look. They don’t even look when
Anthony does his best trick. Is there nothing he can
do to turn their heads his way? A hilarious story
about how easy it is to stumble when trying too
hard to make a splash. (4-8)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (HC) $15.00

Augustine
Melanie Watt

Moving from
the South Pole
to the North

Pole isn’t easy for Augustine. Uprooted from her
home, she misses everything about her old life.
When it’s time to go to her new school, Augustine
gets cold feet. But with the help of a few colored
pencils this shy, artistic young penguin discovers a
new way to break the ice! (4-8)

Kids Can Press (HC) $16.95

Ceci Ann’s
Day of Why
Christopher
Phillips,
illustrated by
Shino Arihara

Everyone knows
a child who
always asks
‘Why?” This book is an ode to those children. Ceci
Ann approaches her day with an open and question -
ing mind. Why? Why not! This winsome model for
thoughtful conversations is a delight that reminds us
to look for the remarkable in the everday. (4-7)

Tricycle Press (HC) $14.95

Burger Boy
Alan Durant, illustrated by Mei Matsuoka

Benny loves burgers. In fact, burgers are the only food
that Benny ever eats. “If you don’t watch out, you’ll turn
into a burger one day,” warns his mom. And one day,
Benny does. A delectable cautionary tale, this is a
rollicking read-aloud that’s certain to tickle picky eaters
(and their parents) everywhere. (4-8)

Clarion Books (HC) $16.00

Can You See 
a Little Bear?
James Mayhew,
illustrated by 
Jackie Morris

In this beautifully illustrated look-and-find book,
very young children explore magical settings as
they attempt to find the missing cub. The gentle
read-aloud verse invites an exploration of
opposites, colors, and contrasts. Simple clues and
vivid word images help children discover Little
Bear, no matter where he’s hiding! (4-8)

Frances Lincoln (PA) $7.95

Bats at the Beach
Brian Lies

An unexpected take on the traditional summer
story. Quick, call out! Tell all you can reach: the
night is just perfect for bats at the beach! Brian
Lies’s enchanting art and cheery beachside verse
conjure up a whole nocturnal bat holiday by the
shore. Come visit a bedazzling world of moonlight,
firelight, and . . . bats! (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00

A Milllion Dots
Andrew Clements,
illustrated by Mike Reed

It’s sometimes hard to
conceptualize large
numbers, but this book
starts and ends with a
single dot, and then has
the other 900,998 right
in the book. Along the

way, readers will
learn all kinds of
interesting facts, 
like how many shoe
boxes it would take 
to make a stack 
like Mount Everest. 
An easy-going
introduction to a
concept that is full 
of possibility. (4-8)

Simon & Schuster
(HC) $16.95

Black? White!
Day? Night!
Laura Vaccaro
Seeger

Through a series of
ingenious die-cut
pages with 18
questions and
answers, the reader
discovers things that
are the opposite of
what they seem: 
a black bat transformed into a white ghost, a
sunny day that becomes a starry night. A delightful
exercise in expectation and transformation! (4-8)

Roaring Brook Press (HC) $16.95

Chicken and Cat
Sarah Varon

Cat comes to the big city to stay with best
friend, Chicken. The city is exciting but after
a while Cat pines for the country with its
trees and bright colors. When Cat gets the
idea to plant a garden in an empty lot, the
city blooms, and so does Chicken and Cat’s
friendship. Wordless and wonderful! (4-8)
✪PW

Scholastic Press (HC) $16.99
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Jazz
Walter Dean Meyers,
illustrated by 
Christopher Meyers

Come on a Jazz journey! 
From bebop to New Orleans,
from ragtime to boogie, and
every style in between, this
collection of Walter Dean
Myers’s energetic and

engaging poems,
accompanied by
Christopher Myers’s
bright and exhilarating
paintings, celebrates
different styles of this
distinctly American art
form. (4-8) ✪PW
Holiday House (HC)

$18.95
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Chowder
Peter Brown

Chowder isn’t
like other dogs.
He likes to read
newspapers
rather than
fetch them, and

he would rather surf the internet than bury a bone.
He just doesn’t fit in with the neighborhood dogs,
and that makes him lonely. When a petting zoo
opens nearby, Chowder is determined to make
friends with the zoo animals with hilarious results.
A true picture book classic! (4+)

Little, Brown & Co. (HC) $15.99

Cookies: 
Bite-Size 
Life Lessons
Amy Rosenthal,
illustrated by
Jane Dyer

Everyone knows
cookies taste
good, but these
cookies also have

something good to say. Open this
delectable book to any page and you will find out
something about life. A new kind of dictionary, this
book is by turns clever, honest, inspirational, and
whimsical. Go ahead, take a bite! (4-8) ✪PW, ✪ALA

HarperCollins (HC) $12.99

Dooby Dooby
Moo
Doreen Cronin,
illustrated by 
Betsy Lewin

Duck and his friends
are at it again. This
time they’re pooling

their considerable resources to win a local talent show,
because first prize is a TRAMPOLINE. The cows want
to sing. The sheep want to sing. The pigs want to . . .
dance. Dance? And duck must figure out how to get
around their biggest problem—Farmer Brown! (4-8)

Atheneum (HC) $16.95

Flotsam
David Wiesner

A boy goes to
the beach
equipped to
collect flotsam—
anything that
has been

washed ashore. Bottles, lost toys, small objects of
every description are among his usual finds. But
there’s no way he could have prepared for a barnacle-
encrusted underwater camera, with its own secrets to
share... A wonderous wordless picture book! (4+)
✪ALA, ✪PW

Clarion Books (HC) $17.00

John, Paul,
George & Ben
Lane Smith

Once there were 
four lads . . . John
(Hancock), Paul
(Revere), George
(Washington), and
Ben (Franklin). Oh
yes, there was also
Tom (Jefferson), but
he was always off doing his own thing. Legendary artist,
Lane Smith, has created a totally fresh and funny way to
learn about the Founding Fathers of our country, with just
a few liberties mixed in! (5-10) ✪SLJ

Hyperion (HC) $16.99

D is for
Dancing
Dragon
Carol Crane,
illustrated 
by Zong-Zhou
Wang

D is for Dancing
Dragon brings China’s history and culture alive by
describing its unique customs, art works, music,
foods, geography, and wildlife in the form of an
alphabet book. From paper to chopsticks, fireworks 
to silk, and umbrellas to New Year, this captivating
book is a beautiful introduction to China and its
customs. (4-8)

Sleeping Bear Press (HC) $17.95

How to Be
Lisa Brown

A lighthearted
take on how 
to be a variety 
of animals,
including a bear,
monkey, turtle,
snake, spider,
and a dog. But in the end, it is really about how to be a
human being. A witty look at human AND animal behavior!
The elegant drawings enhance the charming text. (4-8)

HarperCollins (HC) $15.99

Don’t Let the
Pigeon Stay
Up Late!
Mo Willems

It’s getting dark
out, but one
stubborn pigeon
is NOT going to
bed! Toddlers and
parents will love
this interactive bedtime romp which puts readers back
in the driver’s seat, deflecting the pigeon’s sly trickery
as he tries to escape his inevitable bedtime. Will you
let him stay up late? (2+)

Hyperion (HC) $12.99

Frankenstein
Makes a
Sandwich
Adam Rex

Being a monster
isn’t all frightening
villagers and
sucking blood.

Monsters have their trials, too. Poor Frankenstein’s
cupboard is bare, Wolfman is in need of some household
help, and don’t even get started on Dracula’s hygiene
issues! Nineteen hilarious poems delve into the secret
lives of everybody’s favorite monsters. It’s a howling
good time! (5-10)

Harcourt (HC) $16.00

Jungle
Party
Brian
Wildsmith

In this
beautifully
illustrated
story, Python 
is hungry for
something to
eat, but all the
animals hide
from him. To lure them out, he invites them to 
a party where they will all perform tricks. But
Python has a cunning trick of his own! Luckily,
Elephant is able to save the day, and all is well
in the end! (4-8)

Star Bright Books (PA) $16.95
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Just Like Heaven
Patrick McDonnell

When Mooch the cat awakes
to find himself lost in a deep
fog, he concludes he’s in
heaven. But when Mooch
comes face-to-face in heaven
with a big and scary dog,
what, he wonders, is he

supposed to do?
Mooch’s reassuring
answer reveals that
everyday joys of
nature, home, and
friends are blessings
to appreciate here
and now. (all ages)

Little, Brown &
Co. (HC) $14.99

Lilly’s 
Big Day
Kevin Henkes

Everybody’s
favorite mouse is
back, and she has
big news. Her
teacher Mr. Slinger

is getting married! And of course, Lilly is SURE she
will be chosen as flower girl. When things turn out a
little differently than she thought, it will take all of
Lilly’s ingenuity to salvage her plan. The perfect book
for girls who dream big! (4-8) ✪ALA

Greenwillow (HC) $16.99

Lola at the
Library
Anna McQuinn,
illustrated by
Rosalind
Beardshaw

Lola has a big
smile on her
face. Why?
Because it’s
Tuesday—and on

Tuesdays, Lola and her mommy go to the library.
She loves everything about it; from packing her
backpack, to storytime, to choosing the new books
to take home. Join Lola in this cozy celebration of
books and the people who love them. (2-5)

Charlesbridge (PA) $6.95

Olivia Forms 
a Band
Ian Falconer

There are going 
to be fireworks
tonight, and Olivia
can hardly wait to
hear the band.
But when she
finds out that
there isn’t going
to be a band, she can’t understand why not.
How can there be fireworks without a band? 
So Olivia sets to putting a band together herself ...
all by herself. Here is Olivia doing what Olivia 
does best—making noise! (4-8) ✪SLJ

Atheneum (HC) $17.95

My Father
the Dog
Elizabeth
Bluemle,
illustrated by
Randy Cecil

Dad pretends to
be human, but
the kids know
otherwise. Between first-thing-in-the morning
scratching, fetching the paper, snacking, lying around
for hours and even the occasional pit stop behind a
tree, the evidence is clear. But so are their father’s
steadfast love and loyalty. An irresistible story for 
dad-lovers and dog-lovers alike! (4-8)

Candlewick Press (HC) $15.99

Noodle
Munro
Leaf,
illustrated
by Ludwig
Bemelmans

Noodle is a little dog who’s very long and very
short, which makes it hard for him to dig for bones.
One day Noodle finds a wishbone, and the dog fairy
arrives to grant him a wish: “What size and shape
do you want to be?” Noodle discovers he might just
be perfect—exactly the way he is. (4-8)

Arthur A. Levine Books (HC) $15.99

Manny’s Cows:
The Niagra Falls
Tale
Suzy Becker

Manny wants a
vacation. There’s just
one problem. He can’t
leave his cows. So, he
takes them to Niagara
Falls, and the place will
never be the same. The
cows enjoy themselves to the fullest. If Manny doesn’t
find a way to get these cows back on the farm, the
vacation may turn into an udder disaster! (4-8)

HarperCollins (HC) $15.99

Knitting Nell
Julie Jersild Roth

A gentle story
about shyness
and perseverance.
Nell knits . . . 
a lot. She knits
blankets for new
babies, socks
and hats and
mittens for the children’s home, and scarves for
everyone in her family. What Nell doesn’t do is talk
a lot. When her good deeds are finally recognized,
Nell finds more than her voice. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00

Museum Trip
Barbara Lehman

On a visit to a
museum, a boy
suddenly becomes 
a part of one of 
the mind-bending
exhibits. This
wonderful wordless
picture book blurs the
boundaries of the real
and the imaginary, as 

the reader is taken on a mysterious journey into
the imagination. The clever premise and the
detailed artwork will encourage young readers to
dive in! (4-8) ✪SLJ, ✪PW

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $15.00

One More
Sheep
Mij Kelly,
illustrated by
Russell Ayto

On a stormy
night, Sam
brings his ten
sheep home

and tucks them in bed for the night. He wants to
make sure he has rounded up all of them, but
counting sheep always makes him fall asleep! 
When a clever wolf comes knocking, it’s up to 
the fast-thinking sheep to fix the problem. (4-8)

Peachtree (HC) $16.95
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Learning to Fly
Sebastian Meschenmoser

A wayward penguin is found by the side of
the road and convinces his rescuer he
crashed while flying. The unusual pair tries
all sorts of methods to return the penguin
to the skies (all remarkably unsuccessful)
until the day when the penguin finally
discovers the secret of flight—within
himself. A hilarious and offbeat parable
about believing in the impossible. (all ages)

Kane/Miller (HC) $8.95



The Extinct Files
Wallace Edwards

Wally was planning to do 
his science project on his pet
iguana. But he’s made a major
discovery sure to rock the
scientific community—he saw
a dinosaur! In his backyard!
With the aid of stunning eye -

witness accounts, he details
the habitat, diet, grooming,
health and fitness, communi -
cation, and recreation of the
contem porary dinosaurs.
Amazing! (4-8)

Kids Can Press (HC)
$17.95
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One of 
Those Days
Amy Krouse
Rosenthal,
illustrated by
Rebecca Doughty

Sometimes life just
doesn’t seem fair.

Have you ever had a day when .. . your favorite pants
shrunk in the wash? You were too short to go on the
best ride? No one would listen to you? This hilarious
book turns that frown upside down with its droll
drawings and awful truths. Perfect for the kid in
everyone! (all ages)

Putnam (HC) $13.99

Pigs in the Mud
in the Middle of
the Rud
Lynn Plourde,
illustrated by 
Jon Schoenherr

It’s mud season, but
there’s more than
mud in the middle of
the road: there are

pigs, hens, sheep, and bulls in the way. That won’t
do. For a car to get through, somebody’s gotta shoo!
But who? A great read-aloud that blends alliteration
and rhyme into an elegantly simple mix. (4-8)

Down East Books (HC) $15.95

Sam is Never
Scared
Thierry
Robberecht,
illustrated by
Philippe
Goosens

Sam thinks of himself as the bravest kid at school
and calls his friend Max a scaredy-cat. But when
Sam is scared by a spider, it’s Max who saves the
day. Now Sam does have something to be afraid of—
what if Max tells everyone that it’s really Sam who’s
the scaredy-cat? (3-5)

Clarion Books (HC) $12.00

So Few of Me
Peter Renyolds

Leo’s list of things
to do keeps grow -
ing, until one day
he wishes, “If only
there were two of
me.” Like magic,
another Leo

appears! Two Leos become three, three become four,
and four become more . . . but now Leo has even
more to do than before. There must be a simpler
solution to his over-scheduling woes! (4-8)

Candlewick Press (HC) $14.00

The Little 
Red Hen:
An Old Fable
Heather Forest,
illustrated by 
Susan Gaber

The little Red Hen’s
frisky housemates—
Dog, Cat, and Mouse—
would rather play than
settle down to daily chores such as planting, cutting,
and grinding wheat. But when the wheat is used to
make a delicious cake, the little creatures are more than
happy to help eat it! A classic parable of teamwork with
beautiful new illustrations. (4-7)

August House (HC) $16.95

Rex
Ursula
Dubosarsky,
illustrated 
by David
Mackintosh

Rex, a tiny
chameleon, is the
class pet. Every 

day someone gets to take him home, along with a
notebook for recording his adventures. The story, 
told through the students’ artwork, documents Rex’s
incredible exploits. He’s a tyrannosaurus, he goes for
a swim, he falls out of a window, and he even gets
dressed up as Malibu Barbie. Unexpected and
hysterical from start to finish! (4-8)

Roaring Brook Press (HC) $16.95

That’s Love
Sam Williams,
illustrated by 
Mique Moriuchi

A warm and gentle
book about the many
subtle moments that
make up the feeling of

love. With luminous illustrations and simple rhyming text,
young readers learn that not just hugs and kisses, but also
laughs and quiet times, sharing and caring, and living and
forgiving are all part of loving someone. (3-6)

Holiday House (HC) $16.95

Scaredy Squirrel
Melanie Watt

Scaredy Squirrel never
leaves his nut tree.
Who knows what
could be lurking? 
In his tree, he’s 
well-prepared. 
His emergency kit
includes antibacterial

soap, Band-Aids, and a parachute. But one day, Scaredy
Squirrel suddenly finds himself out of his tree, and he
discovers that things are not what he expected. A
hysterical ode to neurotics everywhere! (4-8)

Kids Can Press (HC) $14.95

Stella, Fairy of
the Forest
Marie-Louise Gay

Stella and her little
brother Sam explore
the magic of the forest.
Butterflies, snakes,
rocks, and sheep
provide fuel for Sam’s curious little-brother questions
and Stella’s confident big-sister answers. This gently
humorous story perfectly captures the playful, yet
trusting relationship of siblings. (4-8)

Groundwood Books (HC) $7.95

The Peanut-Free Café
Gloria Koster, illustrated by 
Maryann Cocca-Leffler

All the students at Nutley School love peanut
butter, especially Simon. But when Grant comes
to school, he is so allergic to peanut butter he
can’t even sit near anyone eating it. What will
the students of Nutley School do? Simon has a
great idea, but is he sure he can give up the
food he loves the most? (4-8)

Albert Whitman & Company (HC) $16.95
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Tickets to Ride: 
An Alphabetic
Amusement
Mark Rogalski

Welcome to an amusement park unlike any
you’ve seen before! Reality takes a back seat
in this amazing menagerie of one-of-a-kind
attractions. From Alligators in the Air, through
to the Zebra Zeppelin, each ride is more
thrilling, mysterious, and spectacular than 
the last. In fact, the illustrations in this book
are so spectacular that the publisher couldn’t
pick just one for the jacket—so there are six
different covers! At the end of the book, a detailed 
map of the park is included. Surreal, amazing, and 
totally entertaining. (4+)

Running Press Kids (HC) $15.95

Tarde de invierno/
Winter Afternoon
Jorge Luján, illustrated 
by Mandana Sadat

In this simple, evocative
book a little girl stands at a
frosty window waiting for
her mother to come home.
The luminous illustrations
perfectly capture both the
feeling of a foggy, gray
winter afternoon and 
the kind of lonesome,
hopeful watching that is
so familiar to any child who
has waited for a parent. (4-8)

Groundwood Books (HC) $14.95

Uno’s Garden
Graeme Base

An illuminating blend of storybook,
puzzle book, and math book with
hidden puzzles throughout, from the
author that brought you Animalia!
Uno loves the forest so much, he
decides to live there. But, in time, a
little village grows up around his
house. Then a town, then a city . . . 
what Uno loves is disappearing fast! (4-8)

Abrams Books for Young Readers (HC) $19.95

Up
Jim LaMarche

Daniel was tired of
being called little
Mouse. “Someday
I’ll be so strong,”
he mumbled.
“Someday . . .”
And then it
happened. Up is
the story of an

ordinary boy with an extraordinary talent. A
lovely story that mixes the magical with the
everyday to stretch the imagination. (4-8)

Chronicle Books (HC) $16.95

When You Were Small
Sara O’Leary, illustrated 
by Julie Morstad

When Henry goes to bed he
always asks “Dad, tell me
about when I was small.” 
His father complies, telling
Henry how, when he was
little, he used to be so tiny
that he could take his pet
ant out for a walk on a

leash, and other adventures. An enchanting, comic
twist on an age-old question. (4-8)

Simply Read (HC) $16.95

Who is
Melvin
Bubble?
Nick Bruel

The tooth fairy
thinks Melvin
has a heavy
head. His
teddy bear
says Melvin
likes hugs. Everybody has their own idea, but
does anybody really know who Melvin Bubble
is? It quickly becomes clear that maybe we better
ask Melvin! This riotous picture book has a lot to
say about being six and a half years old. (4-8)

Roaring Brook Press (HC) $16.95

What the 
Sea Saw
Stephanie 
St. Pierre,
illustrated 
by Beverley
Doyle

A luminous and
evocative book
about the interconnectedness of living things. This
lyrical trip to the seashore will become a favorite for 
the whole family. What the sea saw was sky above/
What the sky saw was sea below/ The sea saw/a gull
shoot from the sky/ leaving the wind empty... (4-8)

Peachtree (HC) $16.95

Toot & Puddle:
The One 
and Only
Holly Hobbie

Bubbles is a
copycat, yet she
soon becomes
the teacher’s
pet and the

most popular student in
class—and Opal’s friend Daphne can’t stand it! How
does Bubbles always win? But when it’s time for the
class’s annual theatrical extravaganza, Opal and
Daphne discover ONE thing Bubbles can’t do unless
someone decides to help her. Will they? (4-8)

Little, Brown & Co. (HC) $16.99

When Sheep Sleep
Laura Numeroff, illustrated 
by David McPhail

When you can’t fall asleep, then try
counting sheep! But what do you do if
the sheep are already asleep? A perfect
lullaby in which a small child imagines
she encounters many cuddly animal
families, only to find that they, too, are
snuggled fast asleep! Lovely, soothing
watercolors capture the dreaminess of
bedtime. (4-8)

Abrams Books for Young Readers (HC) $15.95
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Mrs. Wow Never 
Wanted a Cow
Martha Freeman, illustrated 
by Steven Salerno

When a cow unexpectedly shows up
on Mrs. Wow’s lawn, her lazy dog
and cat think they should teach the

cow to 
do their
chores so
they can rest. They find out that
the cow is no good at catching
mice or being a watchdog. But
Mrs. Wow knows something the
cow can do, and it makes the
chores worth it! (4-8)

Random House (HC) $8.99
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Ghosthunters
and the
Incredibly
Revolting
Ghost !
Cornelia Funke

Nine-year-old 
Tom can’t catch 

a break: he’s a klutz, his sister Lola hates his guts,
and he just found a ghost camping out in his cellar.
Lucky for Tom, his grandma’s best friend just
happens to be a ghost hunter. Tom soon learns the
tools of the trade and he faces off with not one, but
two ghosts! (7-10)

Chicken House (PA) $4.99
Listening Library Audio (CD) $19.95

Hot Dog 
and Bob:
Adventure #1
L. Bob Rovetch,
illustrated by 
Dave Whamond

Bob is just an ordinary
boy with ordinary
friends who goes to an
ordinary school, each
and every day. But this 
is no ordinary day. 
Today when Bob opens

his lunchbox, he finds Hot Dog—a real, live, talking
hotdog—who says he’s from another planet. He’s here
to save Earth. And—gulp—he needs Bob’s help! (5-8)

Chronicle Books (PA) $4.95

Ivy & Bean
Annie Barrows, illustrated by Sophie Blackall

The moment they saw each other, Bean and Ivy
knew they wouldn’t be friends. But when Bean
plays a joke on her sister, Nancy, and has to
hide—quick—Ivy comes to the rescue, proving that

some times the best of
friends are people never
meant to like each
other. A charming—
and addictive—new
series. (7-10) ✪ALA
Chronicle Books (HC)

$14.95

Ivy & Bean
and the Ghost
That Had to Go
Annie Barrows,
illustrated by
Sophie Blackall

Now that Ivy and
Bean are friends, they
do gymnastics club

together, sit together in Ms. Aruba-Tate’s second
grade, and tell each other their darkest secrets.
And when Ivy discovers a ghost in the school
bathroom, it will take both girls’ courage and
imagination to make it go away. (7-10)

Chronicle Books (PA) $4.95

The Mysteries 
of Spider Kane
Mary Pope Osborne

This is a great read-aloud for
younger children with two great
mysteries in one—Spider Kane and
the Mystery Under the May-Apple
and Spider Kane and the Mystery
at Jumbo Nightcrawler’s . Perfect
for Magic Tree House fans who are
looking for more books by Mary
Pope Osborne. (6-9)

Yearling (PA) $5.99

Houndsley and
Catina and 
the Birthday
Surprise
James Howe,
illustrated by 
Marie-Louise Gay

Houndsley is sad.
Not because it is
raining or because
there are holes in his

sweater, but because he doesn’t know when his
birthday is. Now Catina is sad, too. But friends are
very good at cheering each other up, so it won’t 
be long before they each discover how a first-rate
friend can brighten even the saddest days. (5-7)

Candlewick Press (HC) $14.99

Judy Moody 
Around the World
in 81⁄2 Days
Megan McDonald,
illustrated by 
Peter Reynolds

Judy Moody cannot
believe her ears. There
at the lunch table, a

girl called Amy Namey is interviewing Judy’s best
friends. Even worse, Amy is dressed like Nellie Bly,
daredevil woman reporter. Is this clipboard-carrying
girl destined to be Judy’s new best enemy? Or new
best friend? Judy Moody finds some unexpected
potholes on the path to friendship. (6-9)

Candlewick Press (HC) $15.99

Stink and the Incredible
Super-Galactic Jawbreaker
Megan McDonald, illustrated 
by Peter Reynolds

When Stink buys a mammoth
jawbreaker that doesn’t break his
jaw, he writes a letter of complaint
to the manufacturer—and receives 
a 10-pound box of 21,280 jaw -

breakers for his trouble! Soon Stink is so preoccupied with
getting free stuff that he overlooks a scribbly envelope in the
mail pile, and has to deal with the consequences of a hurt
friendship. (5-8)

Candlewick Press (HC) $12.99
Listening Library Audio (CD) $15.95

Dog Den Mystery
Darryl and Sally Odgers

Jack Russell is the detective
with a nose for crime.
When someone steals an
old boot, Jack doesn’t care.
Then someone steals his
squeaker bone. And his
blanket. And Red’s ball.
Now Jack DOES care. How
will Jack solve the case of —

the DOG DEN MYSTERY? The perfect series for early
readers who love all things dog! (6-9)

Kane/Miller (PA) $4.95

Little Tim and the
Brave Sea Captain
Edward Ardizzone

Discover this timeless
classic about a would-be
sailor who gets a little bit
more than he bargains for
when he stows away.
“These pages hold so
much motion and color,
such sweeping clouds

and towering seas ... that readers of all ages ... will
take Little Tim and the Brave Sea Captain to their
hearts at once.” – The New York Times (6-9)

Frances Lincoln (HC) $15.95

Three Names of Me
Mary Cummings, 
illustrated by Lin Wang

Ada has three names. Wang Bin is
what the caregivers called her at
her Chinese orphanage. Ada is the
name her American parents gave
her as the three traveled home.
And there is a third name, a name

the infant Ada only heard whispered by her Chinese mother.
That name, unknown but treasured, is someplace in Ada’s
heart. (7-10)

Albert Whitman & Company (HC) $15.95
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Does My Shirts
Gennifer Choldenko

Murderers, mob bosses, and
convicts . . . these guys are
not your average neighbors.
Unless you live on Alcatraz.
It’s 1935 and 12-year-old
Moose Flanagan and his
family have just moved to 
the island that’s home to the
most notorious criminals,
including Al Capone. All
Moose wants to do is stay
out of trouble. But on
Alcatraz, trouble is never
very far away. (10-14) 
✪ ALA Best Book for
Young Adults ❂ Newbery
Honor Book

Puffin (PA) $6.99

Archer’s
Quest
Linda Sue Park

Kevin is doing
his homework
when suddenly
an arrow pins
his baseball 
cap to the wall.
The man who

shot the arrow claims he fell off a tiger and 
soon Kevin realizes that his visitor is a time
traveler from far away—an ancient Korean king.
Determined to return the man to where he
belongs, Kevin sets off a thrilling series of events
that will leave him changed forever. (9-12)

Clarion (HC) $16.00

Behind the
Curtain
Peter Abrahams

In Echo Falls you never
know what’s coming
next—and everyone has a
secret. True to her hero,

Sherlock Holmes, Ingrid begins fishing around to
find out who’s really pulling the strings. But one
morning, Ingrid is kidnapped and locked in the
trunk of a car. Even if she escapes, will anyone
believe her story? (9-12) ✪ALA

Laura Geringer (HC) $15.99

Black Duck
Janet Taylor Lisle

When Ruben and Jed
find the dead body on
the shore, they are
certain it has
something to do with
smuggling liquor. Soon
the boys find them -
selves unwittingly
involved as well. Didn’t
the dead man have something on him, and didn’t they
take it? It isn’t long before Ruben is on the legendary
ship, Black Duck, caught in a Prohibition gang war he
doesn’t want. (9-12) ✪SLJ

Philomel (HC) $15.99

Sherlock Holmes
and the Baker
Street Irregulars:
The Fall of the
Amazing Zalindas
Tracey Mack and 
Michael Citron

Everyone knows Sherlock
Holmes, but few know 
he was assisted by a 

band of devoted street urchins called the Baker Street
Irregulars. In this exciting tale, Wiggins, Ozzie, Simon,
and the rest—with the aid of Pilar, a gypsy girl—help
Sherlock Holmes solve the case of the deaths of the
Amazing Zalindas. It’s elementary! (9-12)

Orchard Books (HC) $16.99

Crispin: At the 
Edge of the World
Avi

He was a nameless
orphan, marked for death
for an unknown crime.
Then Crispin met Bear,
who helped him learn the
secret of his full identity.
Now Crispin and Bear have set off to live their lives
as free men. To find freedom and safety, they may
have to travel to the edge of the world—even if it
means confronting death itself. (10-14)

Hyperion (HC) $16.99

Fablehaven
Brandon Mull

For centuries, mystical
creatures of every
description were gathered
to a hidden refuge called
Fablehaven. Kendra and
her brother Seth have no
idea their grandfather is
the current caretaker of
Fablehaven, with its
imps, satyrs, witches,
trolls, and fairies. When
the ancient rules get broken, an
arcane evil is unleashed, forcing Kendra to do
what she fears most to save her family. (10-14)

Shadow Mountain (HC) $16.95

Bread and 
Roses, Too
Katherine Paterson

Rosa’s mother is singing
again for the first time
since papa died in an
accident in the mills. But
instead of singing Italian
lullabies, Mamma is out
on the streets singing
union songs. When
Rosa is sent to Vermont

to live with strangers until the strike is over, she
fears she will never see her family again. Based on
the real events of a 1912 strike. (10-14) ✪ALA

Clarion (HC) $16.00

Alabama
Moon
Watt Key

For as long as 
10-year-old
Moon can
remember, he
has lived out in
the forest with
his father. When
his father dies,
Moon follows his last instructions: to travel to
Alaska to find others like them. But Moon is soon
caught in a world he doesn’t know, and he must
adapt his survival skills to make it in the outside
world, and perhaps even thrive there. (10+)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (HC) $16.00

Chronicles of 
Ancient Darkness:
Wolf Brother
Michelle Paver

Six thousand years ago,
evil stalks the land.
According to legend, only
12-year-old Torak and his
wolf-cub companion can
defeat it. Their journey
together takes them
through deep forests, across giant glaciers, and into
dangers they never imagined. Torak and Wolf are
terrified, but if they do not battle to save their world,
who will? (10-14)

Harper Trophy (PA) $6.99

Septimus Heap,
Book Two:
Flyte
Angie Sage

It’s been a year since
Septimus Heap
discovered his real
family and true calling
to be a wizard. As
Apprentice to Extra
Ordinary Wizard, Marcia
Overstrand, he is learning the fine arts of Magyk.
But there is something sinister at work. Marcia is
constantly trailed by a menacing Darke Shadow.
Why is the Darke Magyk still lingering? (9-12)

Katherine Tegen Books (HC) $17.99



Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane
Kate DiCamillo, illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline

Once, in a house on Egypt Street, there lived a china rabbit named
Edward Tulane. The rabbit belonged to Abilene, who adored him
completely. And then, one day, he was lost. A lovely story that
teaches us that even a heart of the most breakable kind can learn
to love, to lose, and to love again. (7+) ✪SLJ

Candlewick Press (HC) $18.99
Listening Library Audio (CD) $19.95
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Gideon, the Cutpurse
Linda Buckley-Archer

1763. Gideon Seymour,
cutpurse and gentleman, is
hiding from the villainous
Tar Man when two
curious-looking children
fall straight from the 21st
century. Before Gideon and

the children have a chance to gather their wits, the
Tar Man takes off with their antigravity machine.
Gideon and the children, Kate and Peter, are swept
into a journey through 18th-century London to get it
back. (9-12) ✪SLJ

Simon & Schuster (HC) $17.95

Grandfather’s Dance
Patricia MacLachlan

Could anything be more perfect
than a prairie wedding? Cassie
doesn’t think so because it
brings together most of her
favorite things, like Dancing
under a clear blue sky/And 
a world that smells of roses.
Cassie sees that life is full of
meaning just like the steps 

of Grandfather’s dance. The final book in the Sarah,
Plain and Tall series. (9-12)

Joanna Cotler (HC) $14.99

Horns and
Wrinkles
Joseph Helgerson,
illustrated by
Nicoletta Ceccoli

Claire has heard the
rumors of river
trolls, rock trolls,

and blue-wing fairies on her stretch of the
Mississippi, not that she’s ever spotted any. But
when Claire’s cousin, Duke, sprouts a horn, Claire
has to believe her river has a spell, and now she’s
the only one who can help Duke lose his new
addition in this sharp and funny fantasy. (9-11)

Hougton Mifflin (HC) $16.00

Hugging 
the Rock
Susan Taylor Brown

When her mom runs
away from home,
Rachel is left behind
with her emotionally
distant father and
many questions she
cannot answer. Over
time, she learns the

truth about her mom. But it’s only when she learns
the truth about her dad that Rachel can move
toward understanding. Every word rings true in
this achingly real novel in verse. (9-12)

Tricycle Press (HC) $15.95

Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians, Book Two:
The Sea of Monsters
Rick Riordan

In a second installment of this popular
series, our hero once again finds himself
in trouble. Percy, a modern “half-blood”,
(half-human, half-Greek god, and son of
Poseidon) must set off on a quest to find
the golden fleece. Along the way, he also
saves his beloved camp, his friends, and
his new-found Cyclops brother. The Greek 
gods were never so cool! (9-12)

Miramax (HC) $17.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $37.00

Part of Me
Kimberly Willis Holt

This lyrical story traces four
generations of a family 
through the books they love,
from the Texas panhandle to 
the Louisiana Bayou. It starts in
1939 when Rose takes a job
driving the bookmobile. Each
generation that follows has its
own trials and special books
that mark the time. A lovely
meditation on time, family, and
the power of stories. (9-12)

Henry Holt and Co. (HC) $16.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $30.00

Half-Moon
Investigations
Eoin Colfer

Twelve-year-old Fletcher
Moon may not be the
smoothest boy in his 
Irish town, but he’s 
the only one with a
correspon dence-course
detective’s badge. When
popular April Devereux
retains him to find dirt on

the school’s most notorious disruptors, the Sharkey
brothers, “Half Moon” can’t resist. He finds out that
things aren’t what they seem and much mayhem
ensues. (9-12)

Miramax (HC) $16.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $34.00

Leven Thumps
and the
Whispered Secret
Obert Skye, illustrated
by Ben Sowards

Leven Thumps and his
band of travelers must
now journey across Foo
and restore Geth from
his shape as a
toothpick to the rightful king he once was.
But Foo is still in chaos, and Leven must survive
the Swollen Forest in order to save his friends and
keep hope alive. A classic fantasy romp! (9-12)

Shadow Mountain (HC) $18.95

Heat
Mike Lupica

Michael Arroyo is a great
pitcher who dreams of
playing in the Little League
World Series, but he has
no family except his older
brother Carlos, who is
only 17. When someone
questions how a 12-year-
old boy could throw with
such power, Michael has

no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no
parents. Will he ever catch his dream? (9-12) ✪ALA

Philomel (HC) $16.99
Listening Library Audio (CD) $30.00

Larklight
Philip Reeve

In this rollicking
Victorian space epic—
think Jules Verne—Arthur
Mumsby and his sister
Myrtle live in a huge and
rambling house called
Larklight…that just
happens to be traveling

through outer space. When an unexpected visitor
arrives, Art and Myrtle are off on an adventure to the
furthest reaches of space where they will do battle
with evil forces in order to save each other—and the
universe. (9-12)

Bloomsbury USA (HC) $16.95

Penny from Heaven
Jennifer L. Holm

It’s1953 and 11-year-old Penny dreams
of a summer of butter pecan ice cream,
swimming, and baseball. But nothing’s
that easy in Penny’s family. For starters,
she can’t go swimming because her
mother’s afraid she’ll catch polio at the
pool. And the two sides of her family
aren’t speaking to each other! A
wonderful story about families—about

the everyday and the extraordinary in one girl’s summer. (9-12)
Random House (HC) $15.95

Listening Library Audio (CD) $35.00
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Room One:
A Mystery 
or Two
Andrew Clements,
illustrated by
Chris Blair

In the spring of
his fifth-grade
year, Ted
Hammond is
trying to solve a

couple of mysteries. A shrinking school in a
dying town. A face in the window of an empty
house. Are they related? But Ted Hammond
learns that in a very small town, the solution
of one mystery is often the beginning of
another. (9-12)

Simon & Schuster (HC) $15.95

Runt: Story 
of a Boy
V.M. Caldwell

When Runt’s mother
dies, he’s sent to live
with his older sister
Helen, whom he
hasn’t seen in years.
Avoiding the dreary trailer he now shares, Runt
spends his days at the local cemetery. There he
meets Mitch, a precocious boy in a wheelchair
who’s battling cancer. As their friendship deepens,
each lonely boy faces a powerful crisis. (10-14)

Milkweed Editions (PA) $6.95

Sardine in Outer Space
Emmanuel Guibert and Joann Sfar

The evil Super -
muscleman, chief
executive dictator of the
universe, is determined
to make every kid in the
galaxy obey him. Who
can outwit him and his
wicked plans? Only
Sardine, a little girl aboard
the spaceship Huckleberry
with her cousin Louie and

her pirate uncle, the gruff
Captain Yellow Shoulder.
A fun swashbuckling
feast for the imagination
of readers! (7-12)

First Second (PA)
$12.95

Vampirates:
Demons of 
the Ocean
Justin Stomper

I pray that as long as I
be/That though I sing of
Vampirates I never one
shall see ... Twins Connor
and Grace never dreamed
that there was any truth
to the Vampirate shanty

their father sang to them before he died, but that was
before the two were shipwrecked and separated…
the perfect blend of dread on the high seas! (9-12)

Little, Brown & Co. (HC) $15.99

The Loud Silence of
Francine Green
Karen Cushman

Los Angeles, 1949.
Francine Green doesn’t
speak up much. Her
parents aren’t interested in
her opinions, the nuns at
school punish girls who
ask too many questions,
and the government is blacklisting people who
express unpopular ideas. But when outspoken,
passionate Sophie Bowman transfers into Francine’s
class, Francine discovers that she not only has
some thing to say, she is absolutely determined to
say it. (9-12)

Clarion (HC) $16.00

Ranger’s Apprentice:
The Ruins of Gorlan
John Flanagan

He had always wanted to
be a warrior, not a Ranger.
The Rangers, with their
dark cloaks and shadowy
ways, made him nervous.
But now 15-year-old Will
has been chosen as a
Ranger’s apprentice. The
Rangers are the magical
protectors of the kingdom, and there is a
large battle brewing. Does Will have what 
it takes to save them all? (9-12)

Puffin (PA) $6.99

Sardine in Outer
Space 2
Emmanuel Guibert 
and Joann Sfar

In Volume 2, the evil
Supermuscleman has

developed a device for controlling children— a brain-
washing machine! It’s up to Sardine, Little Louie, and
Captain Yellow Shoulder to keep him from using it. 
A story packed with wacky creatures, including inter -
galactic yogurt thieves and little monster carpet
salesmen who live on a fully-carpeted comet. (7-12)

First Second (PA) $12.95

Quake!
Gail Langer
Karowski,
illustrated by
Robert Papp

San Francisco,
1906. Thirteen-
year-old Jacob
Kaufman is outside
when a major
earthquake shakes
the city, cracking

streets and toppling buildings. After Jacob and his
dog save the life of San, a Chinese boy, they join
together to search for their families and for food
and temporary shelter. A story of courageous
survival during one of the worst natural disasters
in US history. (9-12)

Peachtree (PA) $7.95

Star Jumper:
Journal of a
Cardboard Genius
Frank Asch

Alex, self-proclaimed
genius inventor, has a
problem with his little
brother Jonathan who is
always sticking his nose
into his big brother’s
business. Alex needs a
plan. Using cardboard,

duct tape, old odds and ends, and his amazing
scientific imagination, Alex builds Star Jumper—a
spaceship that will deliver him from his rotten little
brother forever! (9-12)

Kids Can Press (PA) $5.95

Voyage 
with Jason
Ken Catran

After Pylos, an
apprentice shipbuilder,
is rescued by Hercules
from a cruel master, he
accompanies Jason and
the Argonauts as the
ship’s boy. He narrates
the exciting events that
happen during the three-year voyage. The colorful
characters, vivid dialogue, and dramatic narrative
make this a compulsively readable version of the
classic myth. (10-14)

Simply Read (HC) $16.95

Peter Pan in Scarlet
Geraldine McCaughrean

The first authorized sequel to J.M. Barrie’s beloved
Peter Pan. Set in the 1930s, Peter Pan in Scarlet
takes readers flying back to Neverland in an
adventure filled with tension, danger, and swash -
buckling derring-do! A must for any young reader
who longs for more high-flying adventure! (9-14)

Margaret K. McElderry (HC) $17.99



Jokelopedia:
The Biggest, Best, Silliest,
Dumbest Joke Book Ever
Compiled by Ilana Weitzman et al.,
illustrated by Mike Wright

What kind of books do skunks read?
Best-smellers! Packed with 1,700 
kid-friendly jokes, this is the bible for
incurable jokesters, class clowns, and

aspiring comedians. Here are doctor jokes, robber
jokes, teacher jokes, why-did-the-chicken-cross-the-road jokes,
lightbulb jokes, movie star jokes, gross-out jokes, vampire
jokes, elephant jokes, and knock-knock jokes galore! (all ages)

Workman Publishing (PA) $11.95

Sticker Art Shapes:
Henri Matisse
Sylvie Delpech

The perfect activity for
budding artists! This
activity book features 
six vibrant paintings by
Henri Matisse, whose
lively colors and shapes
children love. Each
spread has one of Matisse’s
famous paintings on one page
and an incomplete version on
the opposite page. Reusable
stickers allow children to
experiment with Matisse’s
vibrant compositions. (4-8)
Frances Lincoln (PA) $7.95
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Conversations
on the Go:
Clever Questions
to Keep Teens
and Grown-ups
Talking
Mary Ackerman

Looking for a fun way to encourage family
conversations? This book is filled with intriguing
questions guaranteed to stretch the imagination 
and bring out even the quietest kid’s personality and
true self. This book gives teens and adults a chance
to find out what the other thinks about the big
questions and the little ones. (10+)

Search Institute (PA) $9.95

Dazzling
Disguises and
Clever Costumes
Angela Wilkes

Packed with more 
than 50 creative
projects for children 
to make on their own,
this fun-filled book
has exciting ideas for
Halloween parties,
plays, or just a

playdate with friends. Ordinary household tools are
used and all the materials are easy to find, collect, 
or buy. The designs are cute and the projects are very
kid-friendly! (5-10)

DK Children (PA) $6.99

In-jean-uity
Ellen Warwick,
illustrated by 
Bernice Lam

Check out these 
17 “in-jeanious”
projects to give old jeans a new life. Dreary denim is
reborn as skirts, halter tops, slippers, purses, carry-all
bags, wallets, or bolsters. Illustrated, step-by-step
instructions show how to make jeans look better the
second time around! (10+)

Kids Can Press (HC) $12.95

Where’s
Waldo? 
The Great
Picture
Hunt!
Martin
Handford

Waldo’s back,
and he’s
anxious to

show you his pictures. But not so fast— you
have to find them first. Enter Odlaw’s Picture
Gallery and admire the framed images, then
try to track them down in the crowded scenes
that follow. With stickers to frame the hidden
art, spot-the-differences, and plenty of hidden
puzzles, this all-new Waldo is totally and
maddeningly fun! (6+)

Candlewick Press (HC) $14.99

Doodles
Taro Gomi

Renowned child ren’s
book illustrator, Taro
Gomi, invites kids of
all ages not only to
color, but also to
draw, imagine, and
create. Unfinished
pictures and

intriguing cues foster artistic powers of visuali  -
zation and, at nearly 400 pages, this book
provides plenty of room to stretch the imagination.
(all ages)

Chronicle Books (PA) $18.95

Exploratopia
The Exploratorium

The ultimate hands-on
science extravaganza
from a world-famous
museum. Want to
learn how to mummify
a hot dog? Break
secret codes? Launch
a rocket? Exploratopia
overflows with things
to explore using the

simplest everyday items. It
explains the ideas and background behind each
project, helps readers figure out why it works, and
shows how to go in new creative directions. (9-12)

Little, Brown & Co. (HC) $29.99

Steven Caney’s Ultimate
Building Book
Steven Caney

Calling everyone who loves to build!
Packed with illustrations, explanations,
and projects, the Ultimate Building 
Book gives easy-to-follow instructions
for building creations that are as much
fun to make as they are to play with!
Readers learn about household
materials and tools that can be used 
for building, along with fascinating

insights into the properties of everything from drinking straws to yurts.
A great family book! (8+)

Running Press Kids (HC) $29.95

FOR ALL 

FUN FOR ALL

FUN 

These classic recordings of
beloved children’s stories 
are available once again!
Jodie Foster, Ben Kingsley,
Angelica Huston, Nicholas
Cage, Kathleen Turner,
Denzel Washington and
many other celebrities give
voice to The Rabbit Ears
Collection of children’s
audiobooks. The readings
are enhanced by original
music from world-renowned
musicians. These are story
collections to be shared and
treasured by generations to
come! (all ages)

Listening Library (CD)
$19.95

Rabbit Ears
Treasury of
American 
Tall Tales
Read by Nicholas 
Cage, Angelica Huston,
Garrison Keillor, and
Jonathan Winters

Rabbit Ears
Treasury of
Fables
Read by Holly
Hunter, Cher, 
Ben Kingsley, 
and Kathleen
Turner

Rabbit Ears
Treasury of
World Tales
Read by John
Hurt, Denzel
Washington, 
Max von Sydow,
and John Lone

Rabbit Ears
Treaury of
Fairy Tales
Read by Kelly
McGillis, Sissy
Spacek, Jodie Foster,
and Glenn Close

Back by Popular Demand: It’s Rabbit Ears! 



Ark Angel: An Alex
Rider Adventure
Anthony Horowitz

James Bond for the teen
set. Shot outside the
offices of MI6 and left for
dead, Alex Rider awakens

in a top-secret hospital. But danger
has a way of following Alex, and
when the boy in the next room is
kidnapped, it is Alex who saves
him—only to be kidnapped himself. Who is behind
the kidnappings, and what fresh plot awaits? (10+)

Philomel (HC) $17.99
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Straight Talk 
for Teens

Life Freaks Me Out, 
and then I deal with it
K.L. Hong

An honest take on the many
turbulent, confusing, and

Alpha Dog
Jennifer Ziegler

At 17, Katie is
never in control.
Her mother drives
her crazy, and her
boy friend just
destroyed her
whole world. So
Katie heads to a
summer program
at UT Austin, but
Austin holds its

own challenges—like the dog Katie
suddenly adopts from the
pound. Cute—and a total
terror! When Seamus starts
obedience training, Katie
learns that being top dog 
can be addictive in all parts 
of her life. (14+)

Delacorte Books (PA) $7.95

An Abundance 
of Katherines
John Green

When it comes to relation -
ships, Colin’s type happens
to be girls named Katherine.

And when it comes to girls
named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped.
Nineteen times, to be exact. Colin’s on a mission 
to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine
Predictability, which will project the future of all
relationships, transform him, and finally win him
the girl. Laugh-out-loud funny! (14+)

Dutton Juvenile (HC) $16.99

Darkhenge
Catherine Fisher

Three months ago Rob’s younger sister, 
Chloe, fell into a coma after a riding accident.
Rob’s parents spend their time at his sister’s
bedside, and his best friend is afraid to talk.
To distract himself, Rob takes a job at an
archaeo logical site where workers uncover a
mystical ring of black timbers. Does this ring
hold the power to help Chloe? (12-16)

Greenwillow (HC) $15.99

The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas
John Boyne

Berlin, 1942. One day
Bruno learns his father
has been promoted, and
the family must move to a
strange new house far

away. There’s a tall fence that stretches as far as the
eye can see, and behind the fence there are people
in stripped pajamas. One day Bruno meets another
lonely boy, and their meeting results in a friendship
that has devastating consequences. (12+)

David Fickling Books (HC) $15.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $24.95

Dairy Queen
Catherine Murdock

When D.J. doesn’t talk,
things don’t get said.
Like why her best
friend, Amber, isn’t 
so friendly anymore.
Why her mom has
two jobs and a big
secret. And why Brian
is so, so out of her
league. Welcome to the summer that 15-year-
old D. J. Schwenk of Red Bend, Wisconsin,
learns to talk, and ends up having an awful lot
of stuff to say. (14+) ✪PW

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00
Listening Library Audio (CD) $30.00

Blood Red Horse
K.M. Grant

A knight needs three things: a war horse, 
a fair maiden, and a just cause. Will has 
a horse, and Ellie is a fair maiden, but she’s

pledged to another. And 
as for the cause, it’s a
Crusade. Blood will be
shed. Lives will be taken.
But through it all, two
things will be constant—
Ellie, and a blood-red 
horse called Hosanna.
(10+) ✪ALA
Walker Books (PA) $7.95

A Brief Chapter in
My Impossible Life
Dana Reinhardt

Sixteen year-old Simone has
a great life, a cool family,
and amazing friends. Then
her birth mother contacts
her. Simone’s always
known she was adopted,
but she never wanted to
know about it. Who is this?
Why now? The answers lead Simone to
question everything she once took for
granted about faith, life, and what it means
to be a daughter. (14+) ✪SLJ

Wendy Lamb Books (HC) $15.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $35.00

The Book of Everything
Guus Kuijer

Thomas can see things no one else
can see. Mystical, magical things.
Thomas records these visions in his
Book of Everything. They comfort him
when his father beats him, when the

angels weep for his
mother’s black eyes.
And they give him
the strength to finally
confront his father
and become what he
wants to be—happy.
(10+)

Arthur A. Levine
Books (HC) $16.99

Endymion Spring
Matthew Skelton

In the dead of night, a cloaked figure drags a heavy box
through snow-covered streets. The chest, covered in
images of mythical beasts, can only be opened when the
fangs of its serpent’s-head clasp taste blood. Centuries
later, in an Oxford library, a boy touches a strange book
and feels something pierce his finger, and so unfolds a
timeless secret . . . (12+)

Delacorte Books (HC) $17.95
Listening Library Audio (CD) $40.00

12

BOOKS 

GR
EA

T 
BO

OK
S 

FO
R 

TE
EN

S

FO
R 

TE
EN

S
exhilarating situations teens face. 
Who am I? What’s important to me?
What am I called to do? These questions
are explored in candid essays along with
bits of wisdom from relatives, ancient
poets, popular movies, co -workers, and
a host of other sources. Sexuality, drug
use, friend ships, stress manage ment,
and self-esteem are all covered in this
honest and funny book. (14+)

Search Institute (PA) $9.95

Hattie Big Sky
Kirby Larson

For years, 16-year-old Hattie has been shuttled between 
rela tives. Tired of being Hattie Here-and-There, she
courageously leaves Iowa for her late uncle’s homestead
claim near Vida, Montana. With a stubborn tenacity, Hattie
faces frost, drought, and blizzards. Despite everything,
Hattie is determined to stay–until a tragedy helps her
discover the true meaning of home. (12+)

Delacorte Books (HC) $15.95



The Astonishing
Adventures of Fanboy
and Goth Girl
Barry Lyga

Fanboy has never had it good,
and lately his sophomore year
has been hell. Now he has a
secret: a graphic novel he’s
been working on that he’s
convinced it will give him a
way out of his crappy life. 
When he meets Goth Girl, he
can’t resist someone who 
seems to understand him, and
soon he finds himself under her
influence and out of control.
(14+) ✪ALA

Houghton Mifflin (HC)
$16.95
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Here, There 
Be Dragons
James A. Owen

An unusual murder brings
together three strangers on
a rainy night in London
during WWI. They are told
that they are now the

caretakers of The Imaginarium Geographica—an
atlas of imaginary lands, which can only be traveled
to in a Dragonship. Pursued by strange and terrifying
creatures, the companions flee London on the ship
and seek their mystical destiny. (14+)

Simon & Schuster (HC) $17.95

Just Listen
Sarah Dessen

Last year, Annabel was
“the girl who has every -
thing”. This year, she’s the
girl who has nothing: no
best friend, no peace at
home, and no one to sit
with at lunch. But then
she meets tall, dark, and
music-obsessed Owen.
With Owen’s help,

maybe Annabel can face what happened the night
she and Sophie stopped being friends. (14+)

Viking Juvenile (HC) $17.99

Looking Glass Wars
Frank Beddor

You know the myth... 
A girl named Alice tumbled
into Wonderland... Now
discover the truth...
Wonderland exists! Meet
Alyss Heart, heir to the

Wonderland throne, who was
forced to flee after a bloody palace coup staged by the
murderous Redd. Lost and alone in Victorian London,
Alyss must find someone to write the true story and
tell the world... An epic for fantasy lovers! (14+)

Dial (HC) $17.99

Monster Blood
Tattoo: Foundling
D. M. Cornish

In a land of tri-corner 
hats, flintlock pistols, and 
monsters—Foundling tells
the story of Rossamund, 
a boy with a girl’s name,
who is just about to begin
a dangerous life in the

service of the Emperor. His journey is threatened by
strange encounters—and Rossamund must learn
who to trust and who to fear. (14+) ✪SLJ, ✪ALA

Putnam Juvenile (HC) $18.99

The Raven
Edgar Allan Poe, illustrated 
by Ryan Price

A ravishing, newly illustrated edition 
of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven,”
originally published in 1845. One bleak
December at midnight, a raven with
fiery eyes visits the scholar and perches
above his chamber door. Struggling to
understand the meaning of the word his
winged visitant repeats—Nevermore! —
the narrator descends by stages into
madness. Haunting and incredibly
beautiful. (14+)

Kids Can Press (HC) $16.95

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak

Meet Liesel, a foster girl living
outside of Munich during WWII,
who must steal when she
encounters something she can’t
resist—books. With the help of her
foster father, she learns to read
and shares her stolen books with
the Jewish man hidden in her
basement before he is marched to
Dachau. An unforgettable story

about the ability of books to feed the soul. (14+) ✪SLJ, ✪PW
Knopf Books (HC) $16.95

Listening Library Audio (CD) $51.00

Kiki Strike:
Inside the 
Shadow City
Kirsten Miller

Life will never be the
same for Ananka
Fishbein after she
ventures into an
enormous sinkhole 
near her New York City
apartment. A million

rats, delinquent Girl Scouts out for revenge, and a
secret city below the streets of Manhattan combine
in this remarkable novel about a darker underside of
New York. (10+) ✪ALA

Bloomsbury USA (HC) $16.95

Peaches
Jodi Lynn Anderson

Three Georgia
peaches are in for one
juicy summer. But—
Birdie would rather
eat Thin Mints and
sulk in the A/C,
Leeda would prefer
to sneak off with her
boyfriend, and
Murphy would much rather cause a little
mischief. Together these three girls will discover the
secret to making the truest of friends, and picking
the perfect Georgia peach. (14+)

Harper Trophy (PA) $8.99

Life as We Knew It
Susan Beth Pfeffer

A normal teenager, living
a normal life, Miranda’s
world is turned upside
down when a meteor
knocks the moon closer
to the earth. As summer
turns to arctic winter,
Miranda and her family
must figure out how to
survive. Told in journal

entries, this is the heart-pounding story of Miranda’s
struggle to hold on to hope in an increasingly
desperate and unfamiliar world. (12+)

Harcourt (HC) $17.00
Listening Library Audio (CD) 45??

New Moon
Stephenie Meyer

In this sequel to
Twilight, Bella and
Edward find them -
selves facing a devas -
tating separation, the
mysteri ous
appearance of
dangerous wolves, 
a terrifying threat of

revenge from a female vampire, and a deliciously
sinister encounter with Italy’s reigning royal family
of vampires, the Volturi. A vampire love saga full
of surprising twists and turns. (14+)

Megan Tingley (HC) $17.99

The Floating Island
Elizabeth Haydon

Long ago, Ven Polypheme traveled much 
of the unknown world recording his 
adven tures. Recently discovered by
archaeologists, a few fragments of his
original journals are reproduced in this
book, and those parts that did not survive
have been reconstructed with great care.
These famous adventures would later 
earn him renown as the author of All the
World’s Magic. A seafaring fantasy! (14+)

Starscape (HC) $17.95

GREAT BOOKS FOR TEENS
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Aliens Are Coming
Meghan McCarthy

This hilarious book tells
the true story of the
Halloween radio prank
that duped much of the
country into believing that
Martians had invaded.
The book uses excerpts

from the actual War of
the Worlds broadcast
and includes supple -
men tary infor ma tion
about the period, 
the author, and the
prankster, Orson
Welles. (5-8)

Knopf (HC) $16.95

Blackbeard
the Pirate
King
J. Patrick Lewis

This dramatically
illustrated book
combines history,
adventure, geo -
graphy, and

poetry in a treasure trove of rhymes about 
the dreaded pirate Blackbeard and his
bloodthirsty seadogs. While Lewis’s
swash-buckling verse celebrates
Blackbeard’s mystique, the author’s
extensive historical note recovers the
facts of Edward Teach’s life from time-
encrusted layers of legend. (8+)

National Geographic (HC) $16.95

Chew on This
Eric Schlosser and
Charles Wilson

Kids love fast food.
And the fast food
industry definitely
loves kids. It couldn’t
survive without
them. Now the best-
selling author of Fast Food
Nation takes kids on a fascinating and sometimes
frightening tour of what lurks between those sesame
seed buns, what a chicken “nugget” really is, and how
the fast food industry has been feeding off children for
generations. (12+) ✪ALA

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00

Dizzy
Jonah Winter,
illustrated by 
Sean Qualis

Jazz was Dizzie
Gillespie’s ticket to
better days. He left
his hard life in a
small town for New
York City and the
hottest band around.
Before he knew it, Dizzy created a whole new music:
BEBOP. This is a story about a boy who breaks all the
rules—and finds his own personal heaven along the
way. (4-8)

Arthur A. Levine Books (HC) $16.99

Marvelous Mattie
Emily Arnold McCully

Margaret E. Knight , a
prolific female inventor,
was often called “the
Lady Edison.” With her
sketchbook labeled My
Inventions and her
father’s toolbox, Mattie
could make almost
anything–toys, sleds,
and a foot warmer. As an adult, Mattie invented the
machine that makes the square-bottom paper bags 
we still use today. An inspirational and colorful
intro duction to a great heroine! (7-12)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (HC) $16.00

Hey There, 
Stink Bug!
Leslie Bulion, illustrated
by Leslie Evans

Calling all nature lovers!
Witty poems describe the
amazing world of insects
in all their creepy crawly
glory. Scientifically
accurate captions further explain bug behavior. 
Eye-catching linoleum-cut illustrations practically
crawl across the pages. Includes notes on poetic
forms and a glossary of entomology. (6-9)

Charlesbridge (HC) $12.95

I Found a 
Dead Bird
Jan Thornhill

The death of a bird
is the jumping-off
point for this
intelligent, wide-
ranging look at the
cycle of life. From
lifespans to how
things die, from
what happens after death to how people cope
with the loss of a loved one, the book takes a
natural, life-affirming perspective. The bright
design and color photographs reinforce its
pragmatic, positive tone. (6+)

Maple Tree Press (PA) $9.95

Freedom
Walkers
Russell Freedman

On December 1,
1955, Rosa Parks
refused to move 
to the back of the
bus and give up
her seat to a
white man. 
This inspiring

book looks at all of the people involved in the
Montgomery bus boycott, and how their courageous
actions sparked the civil rights movement. (9-12)

Holiday House (HC) $18.95

An Egg is Quiet
Dianna Aston,
illustrated by 
Sylvia Long

A gorgeous and
informative introduction
to eggs. Covering more
than 6o types, from tiny
hummingbird eggs to
giant ostrich eggs, oval
ladybug eggs to tubular
dogfish eggs, gooey

frog eggs to fossilized dinosaur eggs, it magnificently
captures the incredible variety of eggs and celebrates
their beauty and wonder. It’s sure to inspire lively
questions and observations. (4-8)

Chronicle Books (HC) $16.95

Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue
Anna Harwell Celenza, illustrated by Joann E. Kitchel

It’s 1924, and with just a few weeks’ notice, George
Gershwin has been asked to compose a new concerto

that exemplifies American
music. In his search for a new
melody, Gershwin realizes that
American music is much like 
its people— a great melting 
pot of sounds, rhythms, and
harmonies. A beautiful book
about one of America’s most
beloved composers. (4-8)

Charlesbridge (HC) $19.95

Move!
Steven Jenkins and 
Robin Page

Animals move! Follow
them as they swing,
dance, float, leap, and
slide from page to
page, then learn why
these animals move the way they do. A playful intro -
duction to motion in the animal kingdom. Action is
the name of the game, so Move! (5-9) ✪SLJ

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00
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The Book of Why
Martine Laffon, illustrated by
Jacques Azam

Why do we cry? Why is the
sky blue? Why must children
obey their parents? Great for
fun reading and back-seat
entertainment, this book
tackles the perennial puzzling
questions and even provides 
a few important lessons in 
the process. Fun, line illustra -
tions add lots of kid appeal.
The perfect book for kids who
always ask “Why?” (8-12)

Abrams Books for Young
Readers (HC) $16.95
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National Geographic
Encyclopedia 
of Animals
Karen McGhee and
George McKay

Take a walk on the
wild side! Readers

meet more than 1,000 animals from every corner of
the planet: mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish,
and all kinds of inverte brates, from sea squirts to
worms and spiders. Readers find out just what an
animal is, where animals live, how they behave, and
why some are endangered. A must have for every
young animal lover! (4-8)

National Geographic (HC) $24.95

Our Seasons
Grace Lin, illustrated by
Ranida T. McKneally

A beautiful introduction to
the seasons. A series of
light-hearted haikus and
eye-catching illustrations
combines with information
about the science of the

seasons, including wind, water vapor, frost, humidity,
and more. The science is conveyed in a question-and-
answer format, which lends the whole book an
appealing and lighthearted feel. (4-8)

Charlesbridge (HC) $15.95

Sing, Nightingale,
Sing!
Françoise de Guibert,
illustrated by Chiaki
Miyamoto

Packed with appealing
linocut illustrations of
more than 60 birds and

an enclosed CD of each bird’s calls, this book is a
multi-sensory introduction to birds for younger
readers. Junior ornithologists can explore the birds
of the world and discover their plumage, biology,
and behavior while listening to their unique voices.
(4-8)

Kane/Miller (HC/CD) $13.95

Skateboarding
DK

From board maintenance
and ollies to vert skating
and grinds, this book uses
bite-sized instructions and
killer original photography
to introduce kids to the
action-packed world of

skateboarding. With tips and safety features, it’s the
perfect book for aspiring skaters. (8-12)

DK Children (PA) $9.99

The North Pole
Was Here:
Puzzles and Perils
at the Top of the
World
Andrew C. Revkin

The sun never sets,
the air is twenty
degrees below zero,

and the ice is moving at four hundred yards an hour.
Welcome to the North Pole. Weaving together first
person narration with photos and stories dating back
to the earliest days of polar exploration, New York
Times environmental reporter, Andrew Revkin, takes
a compelling look at the past and tenuous future of
the world’s coldest place. (10+) ✪SLJ

Kingfisher (HC) $15.95

Ryan and Jimmy
and the Well 
in Africa that
Brought Them
Together
Herb Shoveller

Ryan Hreljac found out 
it costs a lot of money 
to build a well in Africa.

Still, the six-year-old kept doing chores to raise the
money. Then a friend wrote an article in the news -
paper about Ryan’s wish. Before long, people started
sending money to help pay for Ryan’s well. A true
story of how one boy’s simple wish to make things
better changed the world. (9-12)

Kids Can Press (HC) $16.95

Speed Show
Dave Caldwell

A full-on look at the
popular sport of NASCAR
from one of the country’s
most respected papers.
From its roots during
Prohibition to today’s die-
hard fans, New York
Times sports writer Dave
Caldwell weaves together
his firsthand observations as a NASCAR reporter
with photographs and excerpts from The Times archives
to give readers an inside look at the spectacle that is
America’s new favorite pastime. (10+)

Kingfisher (HC) $15.95

Secrets, Lies, 
Gizmos, and Spies
Janet Wyman

Packed with photos of
concealed weapons and
covert gadgets, inter -
views with real spies,
and other death-defying
spy stories, this is a
must-have for junior

spymasters. From the Trojan War to World War II, from
James Bond to Austin Powers, aspiring secret agents
will learn about extraordinary and harrowing tales of
famous spies and classified operations. Published in
conjunction with the International Spy Museum in
Washington DC. (8+)

Abrams Books for Young Readers (HC) $24.95

Small Steps: 
the Year I 
Got Polio
Peg Kehret

When readers today
hear the word “polio,”
they often associate 
the word only with
vaccinations. In this
heartfelt memoir, the

author takes readers back to 1949, the year she was
diagnosed with polio at age 12. From the quick onset,
through her time in the hospital, and through her
rehabilitation, this is a wonderful look at the pluck of 
one ordinary girl facing adversity. (9-12)

Albert Whitman & Company (HC) $15.95

Zoo in the Sky
Jacqueline Mitton, illustrated by Christina Balit

Take a beautiful ride through the starry night sky!
Little Bear and the Great Bear in the Northern Sky,
the scaly dragon winding his long tail, the Great
Dog chasing the Hare in the Southern Sky—all
are here in this eye-catching introduction to the
animal constellations, complete with the stories of
how they got there! (4-8)

National Geographic (PA) $7.95
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Fancy Nancy
Jane O’Connor, illustrated by
Robin Glasser

Meet Nancy, who believes that more is ALWAYS better
when it comes to being fancy. From the top of her tiara
down to her sparkly studded shoes, Nancy always puts
fashion first! (4-8)

HarperCollins (HC) $15.99

Little
Bird’s ABC
Piet Grobler

A charming
and offbeat
alphabet that
features a bevy
of impish
birds, cavorting
through the
letters in this
appealingly compact little primer. Rather than
objects, the alphabet letters represent sounds.
Cheep! (2-5) ✪PW

Front Street (HC)) $8.95

Mocking
Birdies
Annette Simon

Stop copying me!
Everyone will
recognize the
problem when
red and blue bird

start to quibble. The short, rhythmic, text 
is fun for children to follow, and Simon’s brilliant,
eye-catching graphics add to the charm. (4-8)

Simply Read (HC) $16.95

Skippyjon
Jones
Judith Schachner

We love Skippyjon
Jones, or should
we say El Skippito? This frisky cat dons a mask and
cape and takes on a bad bumble-beeto to save the
day. He’s sure to steal young reader’s hearts! (4-8)
❂ EB White Read Aloud Award

Puffin (PA) $5.99

Song of the
Waterboatman
and Other
Poems
Joyce Sidman,
illustrated by 
Becky Prange

A unique blend of
whimsy, science,
poetry, and hand-colored woodcuts, this
collection invites us to take a closer look at our
hidden ponds and wetlands. Here is a celebration
of their beauty and their mystery. (4-8) ✪PW,
✪SLJ, ✪ALA, ❂ Caldecott Honor

Houghton Mifflin (HC) $16.00

Henry and
Mudge and the
Great Grandpas
Cynthia Rylant,
illustrated by 
Suçie Stevenson

Henry and Mudge love
to visit Great Grandpa
Bill at the retirement
home with all the other
grandpas. But when Henry discovers a swimming
pond, he finds out how much fun the grandpas really
can be. (4-8) ✪ALA, ❂ Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor

Aladdin (PA) $3.99

A Splendid
Friend, Indeed
Suzanne Bloom

Polar Bear is
frustrated. No matter
what he is doing,
Goose takes it over.
But when Bear finds
out Goose has called
him a “splendid
friend,” Polar Bear
realizes that Goose
is a splendid friend,
too. (4-8) ✪SLJ, ❂ Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor

Boyd’s Mills Press (HC) $15.95

Cowgirl Kate 
and Cocoa
Erica Silverman,
illustrated by Betsy Lewin

Hold on to your hats!
Here comes Cowgirl Kate
and her stubborn, but
devoted cowhorse,
Cocoa. Together they
count the herd, ride the
range, and argue till the
cows come home—as
only best friends can do. (4-8) 
❂ Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor

Harcourt (PA) $5.95

Spicy Hot
Colors/Colores
Picantes
Sherry Shahan,
illustrated by 
Paula Berrigan

Colors explode off
the page in this
energetic, jazzy 
bi-lingual color
introduction. Readers feast on nine colors with
interweaving images and dance steps, in a style
brimming with rhythm and syncopation. Picante,
indeed! (4-8)

August House (HC) $16.95

Hot Air: The
(Mostly) True
Story of the First
Hot-Air Balloon
Ride
Marjorie Priceman

The first hot-air balloon is
about to take off! But
what’s that sound coming
from the basket? The true
story of the duck, sheep,
and rooster that were

“ballooning’s first brave passengers” in 1783. (4-8)
❂ Caldecott Honor

Atheneum (HC) $16.95

The Hello,
Goodbye
Window
Norton Juster,
illustrated by 
Chris Raschka

The kitchen
window at Nanna

and Poppy’s house is a magic gateway. For one little
girl, everything important happens near it, through
it, or beyond it. A celebration of the commonplace
wonders that define childhood. (4-8) ✪SLJ, ✪ALA,
❂ Caldecott Medal

Michael Di Capua Books (HC) $15.99

Melvin Beederman
Superhero: 
The Curse of the
Bologna Sandwich
Greg Trine, illustrated by
Rhode Montijo

Melvin loves fighting crime
in Los Angeles until the
bank robbers come, and
Melvin’s superpowers
mysteriously disappear.

Melvin teams up with a partner and nothing can beat
them. Nothing but bologna, that is . . . (4-8)

Henry Holt & Co. (PA) $5.99
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Flush
Carl Hiaasen

You know it’s going to be a
rough summer when you
spend Father’s Day visiting

your
dad in
the local
lockup
after he tries to stop an
environmental crook. Noah is
determined to succeed where
his dad failed. Will his plan
work? (10-14)

Knopf (HC) $16.95
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How to Eat 
Fried Worms
Thomas Rockwell

Billy must eat 15
worms in 15 days—
but the reward will 
be worth it: $50 for 

a shiny new minibike. Luckily, Billy’s friends know
all about worm cookery and there’s no end to their
creativity. A classic! (7-10)

Yearling (PA) $5.99

Ida B
Katherine Hannigan

Ida B is happy. She
talks to the trees,
enjoys being home-
schooled, and is trying
to be good to the
earth. When her
mother gets sick, it
will take all of Ida B’s
resilience to make it
right. (9-12)

Greenwillow (HC)
$16.99

The Lightning
Thief
Rick Riordan

When Percy finds 
out he is the son of
Poseidon, things 
start to make

sense— like why his teacher turned into a
monster. Soon a mystery unfolds, and Percy 
will have to unravel a treachery more powerful
than the gods. (10-14) ✪SLJ

Miramax (PA) $7.99

A Great and 
Terrible Beauty
Libba Bray

It’s 1895, and after
the suicide of her
mother, 16-year-old
Gemma Doyle is
shipped off to Spence,
a proper boarding
school in England.

What is her destiny? And what will her
entanglement with Spence’s most powerful girls
lead to? (14+)

Delacorte (PA) $8.95

ABC wishes to thank all of its publisher
partners for their generous support of
this catalog. The Association of
Booksellers for Children (ABC) and
its bookstore members are committed
to working with publishers to make a
difference in the lives of young readers.

If you’ve enjoyed this catalog, we’d 
like to hear from you. Drop us an 
e-mail at director@abfc.com.

I Am the Messenger
Markus Zusak

Meet Ed Kennedy—underage
cabdriver, pathetic cardplayer,
and useless at romance. 
He lives in a shack, and he’s 
in love with his best friend,
Audrey. Then he stops a bank
robbery, and his life will never
be the same…. (14+) ✪ALA,
❂ Printz Honor

Knopf (PA) $8.95

Love, Ruby
Lavender
Deborah Wiles

When her quirky
grandmother goes
to Hawaii, nine-
year-old Ruby
learns to survive 
on her own in
Mississippi by

writing letters, befriending chickens as well as the
new girl in town, and finally coping with her
grandfather’s death. (9-12)

Gulliver Books (PA) $5.95

Criss Cross
Lynne Rae Perkins

A lyrical character study
involving those moments 
that occur in everyone’s life—
moments when a decision is
made that sends a person
along one path instead of
another. What might have
happened? (9-12) ✪SLJ,
✪ PW, ❂ Newbery Medal

Greenwillow (HC) $16.99

The
Penderwicks
Jeanne Birdsall

The Penderwick
sisters have a
wonderful surprise—
a holiday on the
grounds of a
beautiful estate. 
But the best
discovery of all is
the son of the
owner, who is the

perfect companion for adventure. Nostalgic and
witty. (9-12) ✪ALA, ✪SLJ,

Knopf (HC) $15.95

The City of
Ember
Jeanne DuPrau

Two hundred years
after Ember was built,
the great lamps are
beginning to flicker.
When Lina finds part 
of an ancient message,
she and her friend must
decipher it before the
lights go out forever!
(9-12)

Yearling (PA) $5.99

A Wizard of Earthsea
Ursula K. Le Guin

Before there was Harry Potter,
there was Ged, the greatest
sorcerer in all Earthsea. As a
reckless youth, hungry for power
and knowledge, he loosed a
terrible shadow upon the world.
How does he undo the damage?
Rediscover a great fantasy! (10+)

Spectra (PA) $7.99
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Chosen and awarded by independent
children’s bookseller members 

E.B. WHITE READ ALOUD AWARDS are given annually
by ABC—The Association of Book sellers for Children—

to one picture book and one chapter book that 
independent booksellers believe most embody the
wonderful read aloud appeal of E.B White’s beloved
classics: Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little, and The
Trumpet of the Swan.  The awards are announced
every year on the first Monday in April.

If I Built A Car 
by Chris Van Dusen

Young Jack gives an eye-opening tour of the car he’d
like to build. There’s a snack bar, a pool, and even a
robot chauffeur named Robert. With Jack’s soaring
imagination in the driver’s seat, readers are off 
on a wild ride of imagination!

Penguin Young 
Readers Group 
(HC) $15.99

Each Little Bird That Sings 
by Deborah Wiles

Ten-year-old Comfort Snowberger has attended 
247 funerals. But that’s not surprising, considering
that her family runs the town funeral home.
Comfort knows how to deal with loss, or so she
thinks, but life is full of surprises, and the biggest 

one of all is learning about yourself. This is a 
warm and charming look at family, love, and 

life in all its “messy glory”!

Harcourt Children’s Books
(PA) $5.95; (HC) $16.00

Charlotte’s Web © 1952 by E.B. White. Text © renewed 1980 
by E.B. White. Illustration © renewed 1980 by Estate of Garth
Williams. Used with permission of HarperCollins Publishers.

E.B. White 
READ ALOUD
Awards for 2006

BEST
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book

2006

BEST BOOK
FOR OLDER
READERS

2006
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