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The Most Important 20 Minutes of your Day…Read with a Child
is the literacy initiative of the Association of Booksellers for Children. This initiative

is part of a larger national campaign to promote the value of reading as an essential

building block to the cognitive, emotional, and social development of the individual.

The ABC Best Books for Children Catalog supports this national literacy campaign

by providing suggestions for out standing books, chosen by a committee of

children’s booksellers. The catalog also includes the 2005 winner of the E.B. White
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The 20th Century Children’s Book
Treasury: Celebrated Picture Books
and Stories to Read Aloud
Selected by Janet Schulman

This is a new edition of a 1997 anthology in
which Janet Schulman has added 15 new classic
picture books, some familiar like 2005 Caldecott
winner Kevin Henkes, and some new voices. It
includes a recommended list of books, complete
with descriptive annotations to guide parents.
(3-8)
Alfred A. Knopf $40.00

Very Short Fairy Tales 
to Read Together $16.99

Very Short Mother Goose 
Tales to Read Together $16.99

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You Series, illustrated by cover artist, Michael Emberley

Very Short Stories to 
Read Together $15.99

A
fter nearly forty years of   

working in the children's 

book publishing industry,  

I find it gratifying to see that 

more and more Americans under-

stand that books help give children

a leg up on the ladder of life.

Janet Schulman, editor of 

The 20th Century Children's Book Treasury

“
“I,like millions before and after me,

somehow knew that sharing a book

with a young child who's cuddled up

next to you is one of the nicest rewards

of parenting. 

Janet Schulman, editor of 

The 20th Century Children's Book Treasury

The New York Times bestselling
series by Mary Ann Hoberman 
is designed with budding 
readers in mind. Each of the
tales or stories is set in three
columns with color-coded type
as a script for two voices to read
separately and together. Each
has a twist which will delight
and amuse young readers.
Award-winning bestsellers. 
A portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to the Literacy
Volunteers of America. (3-6)

Little, Brown and Company



3

Babies & Toddlers

Ba
bi

es
 &

 To
dd

le
rs

Lo
s 

20
 m

in
ut

os
 m

ás
 im

po
rt

an
te

s 
de

 s
u 

dí
a.

 

Le
a

 c
o

n
 u

n
 N

iñ
o

!

U N C H A I N Y O U R M I N D •  T H I N K I N D E P E N D E N T

Dog Train
A Wild Ride
on the Rock
and Roll
Side
Sandra Boynton

A book and CD production featuring all original
songs that have been recorded by a mix of big-name
acts and great voices. Includes a full-color book with
each of the song’s lyrics as a little story. (2 & up)
Workman Publishing Company $17.95

Tickle
the
Duck!
Ethan Long

In this hilar-
ious touch-
and-feel

book, a cranky duck dares children to tickle his soft
stomach, his hairy armpit, his rubber foot—and reacts
uproariously each time. (0-3)
Little, Brown & Company $10.99

Star Baby
Margaret O’Hair, illustrated by Erin Eitter Kono

Bouncy, playful rhymes and bright, joyful art 
celebrate the easy rhythms of a day shared by
mother and child. (0-3)
Clarion Books $15.00

Curious George’s Big Book of Curiosity
Based on the character from books by H.A. and
Margaret Rey

Welcome to a big book of words and concepts 
featuring that irrepressible monkey, Curious George,
and his many friends. Learn shapes, colors, animals,
numbers, and concepts while having fun with
Curious George. (2-5)
Houghton Mifflin $11.99

A Peek-and-Find Adventure with
Olivia Owl
A.J. Wood, illustrated by Maurice Pledger

“Whoooooo will be my friend?” asks lonely Olivia
Owl. She needs the help of young readers as she
searches for another owl to play with. Have a hoot
with a lovely lift the flap book. (1-4)
Silver Dolphin $10.95

I Stink!
Kate McMullan,
illustrated by Jim
McMullan

He’s the coolest
truck with the

sharpest nose to seek out the smelliest trash. An ultra-stinky
ode to this unsung hero of the truck world. Boston Globe-Horn
Book Honor Book, NY Times Best Illustrated Book, Best Book
Parenting Magazine. (2-4)
HarperCollins Publishers (bd) $6.99

Mangia! Mangia!
Amy Wilson Sanger

The sixth title in the World Snacks series
introduces toddlers to foods from Italy
with rhyming text and brightly colored
collage illustrations. (1-3)
Tricycle Press (bd) $6.95

Carry Me!
Rosemary
Wells

The soothing
verse and the
celebrated art
of Rosemary
Wells make
these three
poems 
perfect for 
sharing with the very young. “Carry me over 
the river / Carry me under the sea.” (0-4)
Hyperion Books for Children $15.99

Baby Bear’s
Chairs
Jane Yolen,
illustrated by
Melissa Sweet

Being the lit-
tlest is not
easy. Mama
and Papa Bear stay up late in their
big chairs, big brother plays fun games in his medium
sized chair, but Baby Bear only causes trouble in his
own tiny chair. At the end of the day, he finds the 
perfect comfy, cozy chair that is just right. (2-5)
Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

Eat Your
Peas, Ivy
Louise!
Leo Landry

Welcome to
the world’s smallest circus—starring the Tender Tiny
Peas—in this charming fantasy that reveals there can
be much more to a child’s dinnertime than meets the
eye. A perfect book for every parent who has ever
tried to get a toddler to eat and every toddler who 
has refused. (2-4)
Houghton Mifflin $12.00
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Snip Snap!
What’s
That?
Mara Bergman,
illustrated by
Nick Maland

A high-spirited picture book that tells the story of three
children who vanquish with spunk and style the big
green alligator that comes creeping up the front stairs.
Perfectly paced and great for reading aloud. (2-5)
HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

The Best Time to Read
Debbie Bertram and Susan Bloom, 
illustrated by Michael Garland

What a thrill to be able to read by yourself, but
how frustrating when you can’t find anyone who
has the time to listen to you. A book that warmly
captures the joy of reading and sharing. (4-6)
Random House Children’s Books $14.95

Flight of 
the Dodo
Peter Brown

Penguin and his
other flightless
friends set out to
build a flying
machine that will
give them the
bird’s eye view
they have never
had. A hilarious and heartwarming story about the
search for adventure and the persistence needed to
make dreams come true. (3-6)
Little, Brown & Company $15.99

One Red Dot
David A. Carter

Each of the ten
magnificent
pop-up sculp-
tures challenges
readers to find
the one red
dot. From the
flip-flop flaps

to the whimsical wiggle-wobble widgets, each page is
an original piece of artwork. (3-7)
Little Simon $19.95

Carl’s Sleepy
Afternoon
Alexandra Day

In the further
adventures of Carl
the Rottweiler,
Madeline and her
mother leave Carl
at home to nap
while they go
shopping.
Unbeknownst to

her mother, Madeline observes Carl as he travels
around town having a lovely day, but he makes it
home in time for his “nap.” (3-6)
Farrar Straus Giroux $12.95

Diary of a
Spider
Doreen Cronin,
illustrated by
Harry Bliss

Spider’s diary
tells a hilarious
tale about the
upside-down
web world of this eight-legged charmer and
his unlikely friend, Fly. An amusing look at the
world from a spider’s perspective. (3-6)
Joanna Cotler Books $15.99

Click, Clack, Quackity-Quack
An Alphabetical Adventure
Doreen Cronin, illustrated by Betsy Lewin

Duck gets the barnyard animals involved in an
alphabetical adventure as they follow the ABC clues
to the picnic that Duck has planned. Amusing verse
matched with fun pictures. (3-5)
Atheneum $12.95

A Pipkin of Pepper for 
the Pumpkin Soup
Helen Cooper

When you’re little, it is important to hold on tight or you might get lost. Duck, on
a trip to the city with his friends to buy salt, gets it into his head that a “pipkin of
pepper” is another ingredient they need and that is when the trouble starts. (3-6)
Farrar Straus Giroux $16.00

Picture Books

Honey…Honey…Lion! 
A Story from Africa
Jan Brett

Honeyguide teaches greedy African Honey Badger 
a lesson about sharing after Badger keeps all the
honey for himself. A clever lift the flap reveals a big
surprise for Badger which he won’t ever forget. (4-7)
G.P. Putnam’s Sons $16.99

If Frogs Made
Weather
Marion Dane Bauer,
illustrated by Dorothy
Donohue

A child imagines what would be the favorite weather of
ten different animals if they could make the weather.
Robins would have it always be spring, with everything
fresh and green and the worms all a’wiggling. But the
hawks, on the other hand, want it to be windy so they 
can drift and play on the currents. (3-6)
Holiday House $16.95

Babar’s World Tour
Laurent de Brunhoff

Babar takes his family on a
world tour visiting a number
of countries around the
globe. Armchair travelers 
are introduced to an array 
of cities, customs, foods, 
and languages. (4-7)
Abrams $16.95



Alien Invaders—
Invasores
Extraterrestres
Lynn Huggins-Cooper, 
illustrated by Bonnie Leick

A curious child compares 
small garden creatures to 
what he knows of space
aliens. Antennas? Shiny
armor and helmets? Are
these Earth dwellers or
something from another

world? English and Spanish bilingual text. (4-6)
Raven Tree Press $16.95

Pete the Sheep-Sheep
Jackie French, illustrated by Bruce Whatley

In Australia where every sheepherder has a 
sheepdog, Jack has a sheep-sheep named Pete 
who herds by speaking politely to the other sheep. 
Pushed out by the other sheepherders, Jack and 
Pete set up a styling salon for the sheep instead.
Hilarious illustrations. (5-7)
Clarion Books $14.00
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Leaf Man
Lois Ehlert

Fall has come, the
wind is gusting,
and Leaf Man
must go where
the wind blows.
The illustrations,
made from actual
fall leaves, and

the die-cut pages that reveal gorgeous landscape 
vistas celebrate the natural world and a child’s 
imagination. (4-8)
Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

The First
Day of
Winter
Denise
Fleming

The first day of winter brings special gifts for a 
special friend. This cumulative tale will have children
chanting along as they discover the most perfect
snowman ever. (4-8)
Henry Holt $15.95

Jitterbug
Jam
A Monster
Tale
Barbara Jean
Hicks, illustrated
by Alexis Deacon

Bobo, the young monster, is sure that every 
morning as he goes to bed he will find a boy 
with orange hair under his bed. When he decides
to face his fears, he discovers that the “creature” 
is not as bad as he had imagined. (3-6)
Farrar Straus Giroux $16.00

Shamoo
A Whale of a
Cow
Ros Hill

Shamoo does
not want to be
an ordinary cow,
but wants to
swim in the
ocean. Baleen, a six-ton humpback whale becomes
both friend and teacher. Will Shamoo stay or return
to the pasture? (4-8)
Milk & Cookies Press $15.95

Grandpa Gazillion’s 
Number Yard
Laurie Keller

If you ever thought that numbers were 
only for counting—think again! At Grandpa
Gazillion’s Number Yard, numbers have 
all sorts of uses that can come in handy in 
a pinch. (4-7)
Henry Holt $16.95

Sleepy Cadillac
A Bedtime Drive
Thacher Hurd

A dreamy journey begins when a sleepy car floats
up to a boy’s bedroom window and takes him for a
bedtime ride. With soft soothing text and luminous
pastels, it is sure to coax the most reluctant sleepy-
head into bed. (3-5)
HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

The Dog
Who
Cried
Wolf
Keiko Kasza

Moka, the
dog, hears a
story about
wolves and
runs off from his loving family to seek out the wild
and free life. Once there, he yearns for home, even
getting dressed up for a tea party with Michelle
sounds good. (4-7)
G.P. Putnam’s Sons $15.99

Little Rabbit Runaway
Harry Horse

Little Rabbit decides to run away and start his own house
where no one can tell him what to do. When Molly Mouse
joins him and takes over being “mama,” Little Rabbit learns
quickly that there is no place like home. (3-5)
Peachtree $15.95

Caramba
Marie-Louise
Gay

Caramba has a
problem. Every
other cat can
fly but, try as
he might, he
always lands

flat on his face. A beautifully illustrated story with
a special message about self-acceptance. (2-5)
Groundwood $16.95
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Bears
Ruth Krauss, illustrated
by Maurice Sendak

Tacky and the Winter Games
Helen Lester, illustrated by Lynn Munsinger

Tacky and his fellow penguins are representing 
Nice Icy Land in the Winter Games. He lends his
unique, exuberant style to each competition and
proves that even though he is an odd bird, he is 
a nice bird to have around. (4-7)
Houghton Mifflin $16.00

Finklehopper Frog Cheers
Irene Livingston, illustrated by Brian Lies

Finklehopper Frog returns to stand his ground
against bullies and help Ruby Rabbit overcome 
her fears about competing in—and maybe losing—
a hopping race. (4-6)
Tricycle Press $14.95 

Dreamflight
Brigitta Garcia
López

One night Wilbur,
Max’s personal
guardian angel,
becomes visible.
They have many
adventures together
and Max learns the art of dreamflying, but too much
chocolate grounds Wilbur and sends him back to 
invisibility. (4 & up)
North-South Books $16.95

Bad Baby
Ross MacDonald

Jack had such a perfect
life that he wishes for
someone to share it
with. Along comes a
baby sister, but she
keeps growing and
growing and growing,
wreaking havoc for
which Jack gets the
blame. Sibling rivalry from a new perspective that 
will have all laughing in recognition. (4-8)
Roaring Brook Press $16.95

If You Give a
Pig a Party
Laura Numeroff,
illustrated by
Felicia Bond

Little pig is back
and if you give a
pig a party, she’s
going to ask for
some balloons.
When you give her
balloons, she will want to decorate the house. Another
gem from the creators of If You Give a Mouse a
Cookie. (2-5)
Laura Geringer Books $15.99

The Nine
Lives of 
the Cat
Gérard
Moncomble,
illustrated by
Andreï
Arinouchkine

A long time ago,
a black cat
emerges from
the magical 
forest to live out eight of his nine lives. He is crowned
king and escapes back into the forest to begin his 
last life. For cat lovers young and old. (6 & up)
Milk & Cookies Press $16.95

The Numbers
Dance
A Counting
Comedy
Josephine Nobisso,
illustrated by Dasha
Ziborova

Numbers 1–4 start out
with a stately dance.
In comes swinging 5
and 6 to liven it up.
Just as things settle
down a bit, enter 7-10 who
are kicking up their heels in a wild Line Dance. It
takes some lassoing to calm things down and soon
everyone is dancing to their own tune. (4-7)
Gingerbread House $16.95

(pb) 8.95

Where
Crocodiles
Have
Wings
Patricia C.
McKissack,
illustrated by
Bob Barner

Can you 
imagine a place where spiders dance and camels knit
socks? Here, presented in rhyming verse, is a story
that tells of a magical place where surprises grow on
trees and crocodiles have wings. (4-8)
Holiday House $16.95

Picture Books

In a reissue of the nonsense verse of Ruth Krauss,
Maurice Sendak has turned Krauss’ bears into a
troupe of players in a slapstick comedy starring 
a familiar boy in a wolf suit. (3-6)
HarperCollins Publisher $14.95

Ken’s Great
Adventure
Klaus Merz,
illustrated by
Hannes Binder

Ken sets out on a
journey, both real
and imagined, on
his scooter along
with the world 
map painted on 

his helmet to guide him. He goes through cities and 
villages, up mountains and across oceans to return
home in time for dinner. A stunning and imaginative
journey. (6 & up)
North-South Books $16.95

Bee-bim
Bop!
Linda Sue Park,
illustrated by
Ho Baek Lee

A cheerful,
lively picture
book about
cooking a
traditional
Korean dish,
bee-bim bop, with Mama. A warm and charming 
picture of a close, loving family. Recipe for bee-bim
bop is included. (3-5)
Clarion Books $15.00 
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The Human
Alphabet
Pilobolus, photographs 
by John Kane

Internationally
renowned Pilobolus
Dance Company 

celebrates the body with an alphabet made of
… people! The dancers form the 26 letters of the
alphabet, as well as composing a picture alongside
the letter to illustrate it: ants for “A” through to a
human zipper for “Z”. (3-7)
Roaring Brook Press $16.95

The Little Engine
That Could
Watty Piper, illustrated
by Loren Long

The classic tale of 
the determined little
engine that, despite
its size, triumphantly
pulls a train full of
toys to the other side
of the mountain, has

been re-illustrated to give it a new look. (3-7)
Philomel Books $17.99

Clara and
Asha
Eric Rohmann

Clara’s friend 
Asha is an 
enormous fish,
which means
that all of their

activities together offer surprising opportunities for
adventure. A captivating book about the special world
of a child’s imagination—where a giant fish might
come to visit and the things you do with an imaginary
friend are intensely real. (3-8)
Roaring Brook Press $16.95

Little Pea
Amy Krouse
Rosental, illustrated
by Jen Corace

If Little Pea doesn’t
eat all of his sweets,

there will be no vegetables for dessert. What’s a
young pea to do? A generous helping of a fun story
to help make the veggies go down. (3-6)
Chronicle Books $12.95

How Do
Dinosaurs Eat
Their Food?
Jane Yolen, illustrated
by Mark Teague

Filled with playful
dinosaur antics and
lots of humor, here is a
mischievous look at
table manners—sure to
bring laughter to even
the most polite little dinosaurs. “How does a
dinosaur eat all his food? / Does he burp, does 
he belch, or make noises quite rude?” (3-5)
Scholastic Press $15.99

Three Hungry 
Pigs and the Wolf 
Who Came to Dinner
Charles Santore

Bianca, a truffle
pig, is banished by
the farmer when
she develops a
taste for the prized
mushrooms. In the
woods she meets 
a wolf who
decides, rather
than snacking on
Bianca and her
piglets, to become
a fellow truffle-loving friend and savior. (4-8)
Random House Children’s Books $16.95

Cool Cats
Counting
Sherry Shahan,
illustrated by 
Paula Barragan

A lively and enter-
taining introduction
to animals and 
numbers in both
English and

Spanish. Each spread uses a different set of animals to
allow young readers to count out the number. Bold,
colorful, and rhythmic. (3-7)
August House Publishers, Inc. $16.95

Emma Kate
Patricia Polacco

Emma Kate has
an imaginary
friend who does
everything with
her… goes to
school, has sleep-
overs, and eats ice
cream with her;
but a clever twist

at the end shows there is more to this imaginary
friend than meets the eye. (3-6)
Philomel Books $16.99

Winter’s
Tale
Robert Sabuda

The simple,
elegant 
original tale
is illustrated
with breathtaking artwork and extraordinary paper
engineering by a master of the craft. (4 & up)
Little Simon $26.95

The Dragon
Snatcher
M.P. Robertson

George and his
dragon face a
daunting foe—
an ice wizard
who is stealing
dragon eggs. 

Luckily, George knows how to outwit even a powerful
wizard. A thrilling adventure for fantasy-loving 
children with fantastical illustrations. (4-7)
Dial Books for Young Readers $16.99

Nacho and
Lolita
Pam Muñoz Ryan

Once in California,
there was a rare
and regal bird
named Nacho
who had brilliant

feathers and a haunting song, but he is lonely and 
sad because he had no one with whom to share his
talents. He meets Lolita, a swallow who has come to
nest at the Mission Capistrano, and together they prove
that any differences can be overcome with love. (4-8)
Scholastic Press $16.99

Leonardo 
the Terrible
Monster
Mo Willems

Leonardo tried very
hard to be scary, but
he just wasn’t a scary
monster. Then he 
discovers the perfect
nervous little boy.
Will he finally scare

the tuna salad out of him or will he have to come
up with something better? (3-6)
Hyperion Books for Children $15.99
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Mercy Watson
to the Rescue
Kate DiCamillo,
illustrated by 
Chris Van Dusen

Mercy is a pig that
belongs to Mr. and
Mrs. Watson, sleeps
in their bed, and

loves buttered toast. Following her pursuit of a snack
from her neighbors, Mercy becomes the unwitting
rescuer of Mr. and Mrs. Watson who have become
trapped in their bed. (6-8)
Candlewick Press $12.99

Best in Show for
Rotten Ralph
Jack Gantos, illustrated by
Nicole Rubel

Rotten Ralph trains and primps
to get ready for the cat show.
When his cousin Percy starts
getting all the high scores,
Rotten Ralph develops a
show-stopping approach to
competition. (5-8)

Farrar, Straus and Giroux $15.00

Gooney Bird
and the
Room Mother
Lois Lowry,
illustrated by Middy
Thomas

Gooney Bird
Greene’s colorful
fashion sense, exuberant personality, and “absolutely
true” stories land her at the center of attention—right
where she wants to be. A book that captures the 
energy of an elementary school classroom and the
antics and anecdotes of its students. (6-10)
Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Stinky Riddles
Katy Hall and Lisa 
Eisenberg, illustrated 
by Renée Andriani

Kids can amuse each other
with a hilarious variety of
jokes about skunks. Great
teaching tool for beginning
and reluctant readers. Scent-
sational illustrations provide
visual clues. (6 & up)

Dial Books for Young Readers $14.99

Carnival at
Candlelight
Magic Tree
House #33
Mary Pope
Osborne

Another Magic
Tree House book
that will engage
young readers
with history,

magic, and action-filled adventures. This adventure
takes Jack and Annie on a mission to help Merlin 
save the city of Venice from a flood. (6-8)
Random House Children’s Books $11.95

Unicorns
Lucille Recht Penner, 
illustrated by Mel Grant

Unicorns in world cultures vary
greatly from place to place, some
are fierce and some are peaceful,
but they are all magic. Learn all
about unicorn legends, including
why people truly believed in
them. (6-8)
Random House 
Children’s Books (pb) $3.99

Akimbo and the Elephants
Alexander McCall Smith, illustrated by LeUyen Pham

Both beautiful and dangerous, Africa is the backdrop
for this vivid adventure story. Akimbo, son of the
game preserve head ranger, devises a plan to save
the elephants from the ivory poachers. This early
chapter book is written by the author of the popular
adult series The Ladies No. 1 Detective Agency
mysteries. (7 & up)
Bloomsbury $9.95

Upstairs
Mouse,
Downstairs
Mole
Wong Herbert Yee

Mouse and Mole 
are neighbors
and friends who
go together like a pair of oars. Sometimes friends
make mistakes but true friends always try to help 
each other. (5-8) 
Houghton Mifflin Company $15.00

Legend of
Captain
Crow’s
Teeth
Eoin Colfer

While visiting a
seaside town
famous for the
ghost of Captain Crow, Will is out one night and
finds the sea lit with an eerie glow. A ghostly voice
is calling his name. Is Captain Crow searching for a
new cabin boy? (6-9)
Hyperion Books for Children $12.95

Read A Rhyme, Write a Rhyme
Selected by Jack Prelutsky, illustrated by Meilo So

Ten themes, such as pets and birthdays, are explored
with a choice of short, fun poems that encourage the
enjoyment of poetry. Then, Prelutsky has also added
“poem starts” with a few starting lines, some ideas,
and lists of rhyming words. Fun and easy way to
begin reading and writing poetry. (5-8)
Alfred A. Knopf $16.95



Doña Flor
A Tall Tale About a
Giant Lady with a
Great Big Heart
Pat Mora, illustrated by
Raul Colón

This original, amusing
tall tale tells of the giant
lady, Doña Flor, who
shares her life with the
small villagers. A 
terrifying loud noise
sends Doña Flor up into the 
mountains to find the creature which turns out to 
have a small secret behind its big noise. (5-8)
Random House Children’s Books $15.95
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Pinocchio
Carlo Collodi,
illustrated by
Robert Ingpen

In a handsome
new edition, this
is the familiar
tale of the mari-
onette carved by
the carpenter
Gepetto, who

comes to life full
of mischief and energy. Pinocchio must learn to
behave in order to become a real boy.  (4 & up)

Purple Bear Books $19.95

Snow White
Melinda Copper

A lavish rendition
of the beloved
Snow White story,
inspired by the
work of master
painters and
embellished with
an appealing

twist. Classic storytelling infused with a charming
animal cast and painterly perfection. (4-8)
Dutton Children’s Books $16.99

Once Upon 
a Time, 
the End
(Asleep in 
60 Seconds)
Geoffrey Kloske,
illustrated by 
Barry Blitt

Here are every kid’s favorite fairy tales (with some
nursery rhymes thrown in) told in short, funny prose
but not leaving out any of the “important” parts. (4-8)
Atheneum $15.95

An Undone
Fairy Tale
Ian Lendler,
illustrated by
Whitney Martin

A traditional fairy
tale quickly
becomes unglued
as the illustrator
cannot keep 

up with the reader. A delightfully silly text with 
cartoonish illustrations produces a hilarious 
deconstructed fairy tale. (4-8)
Simon & Schuster $15.95

The Loathsome Dragon
Retold by David Wiesner and Kim
Kahng, illustrated by David Wiesner

A lovely princess, a brave prince, a
wicked step-mother, evil enchantments,
magic rowan wood, and an immense,
scaly dragon…all favorite fairy tale 
elements that sparkle in this traditional
English tale. (5-8)
Clarion Books $16.00

Zen Shorts
Jon J. Muth

The giant panda who lives next door to Michael,
Addy, and Karl tells each of them a Zen story that
delivers an underlying message. Illustrated with 
fanciful, delightful watercolors, these stories are full 
of enlightenment and love. (4 & up)
Scholastic Press $16.95

Kibitzers 
and Fools
Tales My
Zayda 
Told Me
Simms Taback

You might find the answers to life’s questions in these
engaging and humorous tales, and even sharpen 
your language skills by learning some Yiddish words
along the way. “Keep your eye on the bagel, not the
hole.” (4 & up)
Viking Publishing $16.99

Earth Mother
Ellen Jackson,
illustrated by Leo
& Diane Dillon

Man, Frog, and
Mosquito thank
Earth Mother 
for Earth’s 

bounty, but cannot resist giving her advice. Earth
Mother is amused that the circle of life is not without
a dose of cosmic humor. (5-8)
Walker & Company $16.95

White Flower, 
A Maya
Princess
Victor Metejo,
illustrated by Rafael
Yockteng

Set at the time of
the classic Maya
civilization, White

Flower’s father, the king, has set up a series of trials
for any suitor who asks for the hand of the princess.
White Flower, a strong female protagonist, can also
command the forces of nature herself. (6 & up)
Groundwood Books $16.95

Goha the
Wise Fool
Denys Johnson-
Davies,
illustrated by
Hany El Saed
Ahmed

Meet Goha,
that funny little man with the faithful donkey, whose
tales, beloved for their wit and wisdom, have been
passed down through the streets of the smallest 
villages of the Middle East for centuries. (5-8)
G.P. Putnam’s Sons $16.99
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When Someone 
is Afraid
Valeri Gorbachev

An ostrich sticks his
head in the sand, a 
turtle pulls his head into
its shell. But when a
young child is afraid,
his mother is there for
comfort. Everyone is
afraid sometimes. (3-7)

Star Bright Books $15.95

The Hello,
Goodbye
Window
Norton Juster,
illustrated by Chris
Raschka

The kitchen window at Nanna and Poppy’s house
is, for one little girl, a magic gateway. A celebration
of the wonders that define childhood, as well as a
tribute to the special relationship between children
and their grandparents. (4-7)
Michael Di Capua Books $15.95

A Family 
of Poems
My Favorite
Poetry for
Children
Selected by Caroline
Kennedy, illustrated
by Jon J. Muth

This collection of poems selected by Caroline
Kennedy from family favorites supports her belief
that poetry “develops a foundation in language
and values that enables us to distinguish what is
truly important.” (all ages)
Hyperion $19.95

Monumental
Verses
J. Patrick Lewis

With clever, catchy
verse, poet J. Patrick
Lewis celebrates 13
of mankind’s awe-
inspiring wonders,
including places like the Taj Mahal,
the Great Wall, and the Eiffel Tower. The book 
dedicates two pages to each monument and
includes lush photographs, some taken by 
National Geographic photographers. (8-12)
National Geographic $16.95

The Gift of
Nothing
Patrick McDonnell

Mooch the cat
desperately wants
to find a gift for
his friend Earl the
dog, but Earl

already has everything. What is the answer? It is, 
of course, to give nothing! This is a simple story
that has depth, charm, and heart. (all ages)
Little, Brown and Company $14.99

He’s Got the
Whole World
in His Hands
Kadir Nelson

Through sublime
landscapes and
warm images of 
a boy and his 
family, Kadir has
created a dazzling, intimate interpretation that
rejoices in the connectedness of people and nature.
(4 & up)
Dial Books for Young Readers $16.99

Kamishibai
Man
Allen Say

While modern
Japanese society
has displaced
the kamishibai
men who pre-
sented paper 
theater with 
serialized adventure stories, a group of adults who
grew up on these tales show one kamishibai man
that they will never forget him. A story based on
the author’s childhood memories. (5 & up)
Houghton Mifflin $17.00

Seen Art?
Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Lane Smith

While looking for his friend, Art, the narrator is direct-
ed to the Museum of Modern Art. As he continues to
look for Art inside MoMA, he views the best pieces of
modern art. Confusion and hilarity ensue. (all ages)
Viking Children’s Books $16.99

Runny Babbit,
A Billy Sook
Shel Silverstein

In this posthumously
published book, the
poet Shel Silverstein
has playfully flip-
flopped letters of
words to come out
sery villy and are
mure to sake you

laugh. Welcome to the world of Runny Babbit and 
his many friends who speak a hilarious topsy-turvy
language of their own. (5 & up)
HarperCollins Publishers $17.99

Penny
House
Dirk Wales

On his 100th
birthday,
Alfred C.
Dunphee
determines
to make some changes. “You are only 100 once.” 
A story of transformation, change, and freedom from
belongings. (5 & up)
Great Plains Press $16.95

Beyond 
the Great
Mountains
A Visual Poem
About China
Ed Young

The unique format
and gorgeous
paper-collage 
illustrations, high-
lighted with Chinese characters, combine to convey
the many facets of China to form a poetic picture of the
land’s grace, depth, and majesty. (7 & up)
Chronicle Books $17.95

Special Books

Mixed Beasts 
or, a Miscellany
of Rare and
Fantastic
Creatures
Kenyon Cox, illustrated
by Wallace Edwards

Verses tell of the fantastic and curious creatures
found by the roving zoologist, one Professor 
Julius Duckworth O’Hare, Esq. A sharp eye and 
an inquisitive nature will find hidden treasures 
and delightful verse. (all ages)
Kids Can Press $17.95



Arthur Spiderwick’s Field Guide to
the Fantastical World Around You
Tony Diterlizzi and Holly Black

A field guide packed with information about the
fairy world in the popular Spiderwick Chronicles.
Readers learn about all sorts of familiar creatures,
plus some new ones, as well as snippets from
Arthur’s personal journal. (7 & up)
Simon & Schuster $24.95
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The Printer’s
Devil
Paul Bajoria

Mog, as the printer’s
devil or apprentice,
gets involved in a 
mysterious adventure
filled with genuine
convicts, smuggling
schemes, mistaken
identities, and

Mog’s own mysterious
past. The story, with overtones of Dickens, comes 
to an exciting and surprising end as the mystery
unfolds. (8-12)
Little, Brown and Company $16.99

Magic by
the Book
Nina Bernstein

The children yearn
for strong magic
like they read
about in favorite
stories. 
A magical library
book offers them
incredible adven-
tures, but they

must battle to regain its possession once it is stolen
by a sinister stranger. (10-12)
Frances Foster Books $17.00

Gregor and the
Curse of the
Warmbloods
Book Three in
the Underland
Chronicles
Suzanne Collins

Gregor, accompanied
by his sister and his
mother, returns to the

Underland to ward off the prophecy of a plague.
Gregor must call on all of his powers to end the
biological warfare when the plague endangers
even his own family. A saga full of suspense and
action. (9-12)
Scholastic Press $16.95

Lionboy
The Truth
Zizou Corder

Catspeaker Charlie 
is momentarily
reunited with his
parents only to be
kidnapped to the
Carribean where he
will be sold to the
dreaded Corporacy.
With his parents

and his faithful lions in hot pursuit, can Charlie
manage to topple the Corporacy? (9-12)
Dial Books $16.99

A Room
with a Zoo
Jules Feiffer

In order to 
compensate a
desire for a dog,
Julie collects all
sorts of other
living beings in
her room. But
she still desperately wants a dog. Can she 
possibly wait until she is 11 and old enough to 
walk the dog alone on city streets? (7-11)
Michael de Capua Books $16.95

The Giants
and the
Joneses
Julia Donaldson,
illustrations 
by Greg
Swearinger

When Jumbeelia, the young giantess, climbs down
into the land of iggly plops, she decides to take 
the three Jones children back for her dollhouse.
Locked up in the dollhouse, the children must use 
all their wits to survive and figure out a way to get
home. (7-11)
Henry Holt $14.95

The Sisters Grimm
The Fairy-Tale Detectives
Michael Buckley

Sisters Daphne and Sabrina
Grimm are sent to live with
their grandmother Grimm 
in a town inhabited by the
"everafters." These people
cannot leave until the Grimm
family is extinct because of a

deal made with the original Grimm brothers. It is hard for them to
believe that they are in a fairy tale town which is enveloped by a
mystery of giant proportions. A welcome addition to the family of
literary girl sleuths.  (8-12)
Abrams Books for Young Readers $14.95

Replay
Sharon Creech

Leo dreams of becoming a star 
on Broadway after his bit part in the
school play. At the same time, he
struggles to find his place in a big,
noisy family that makes him feel like
a sardine packed in a tin. (8-12)
Joanna Cotler Books $15.99

Lunch Money
Andrew Clements, illustrations 
by Brian Selznick

Greg taps into his entrepreneurial spirit
when he realizes each kid in the school
has an extra quarter or two to spend.
A funny and timely novel that invites
readers to think about money, school,
friendship, and what it means to be a
success. (8-12)
Simon & Schuster $15.95
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Inkspell
Cornelia Funke

Dustfinger, a character brought to life from a book,
desperately longs to return to his book. But, when
Meggie tries to help him, she herself almost gets
trapped in a book. Exciting and enjoyable read aloud.
(11 & up)
The Chicken House $19.99
Listening Library (CD) $60.00

I, Coriander
Sally Gardner

Coriander, born in
1643, faces cruelty
at the hands of 
her stepmother.

Coriander manages to transport herself to the land 
of fairies and there discovers the mysterious abilities
inherited from her mother. “Atmospheric writing that
casts a lasting spell.” (8-12)
Dial Press $16.99
Listening Library (CD) $34.00

Princess
Academy
Shannon Hale

Because the king’s
priests have divined
her village to be the
home of the future
princess, Miri and
the other girls of
the village are
required to attend

an academy to learn how to be a princess. Miri
must rally all the girls together to save themselves
from bandits determined to kidnap the future
princess. (9-12)
Bloomsbury $16.95

Flush
Carl Hiaasen

Noah’s dad takes matters into his own hands when
he thinks the casino boat is polluting the harbor.
With his father in jail, Noah, along with an unlikely
cast of characters, sets out to “flush” out the crook.
(10 & up)
Random House Children’s Books $16.95
Listening Library (CD) $30.00

Leon and the
Champion Chip
Allen Kurzweil

Leon is in the fifth
grade and a finalist
in the Chipapalooza
Chip-Off. Will Leon’s
amazing chipwise
expertise win him

the grand prize? Readers will never eat potato chips
the same way again! (8-12)
Greenwillow Books $15.99

Noisy Outlaws, 
Unfriendly Blobs, and 
Some Other Things…
Editors of McSweeney’s, 
introduction by Lemony Snicket

Interspersed with maps, fold-outs 
and a crossword puzzle, this book
features new tales from favorite
authors like Neil Gaiman and Jon
Scieszka. Includes a contest to finish
a story begun by Lemony Snicket. 
(8 & up)
McSweeney’s $24.00

A Dog’s 
Life
The
Autobiography
of a Stray
Ann Martin

Squirrel and Bone
are nurtured by their mother and taught the skills
needed to survive as stray dogs. Suddenly, Squirrel
must face the challenges on her own, like busy high-
ways, changing seasons, and humans both gentle
and brutal. A heartfelt and hopeful story. (9-12)
Scholastic Press $16.99
Listening Library (CD) $35.00

Urchin of the
Riding Stars
The Mistmantle
Chronicles
Book One
M.I. McAllister

On a night of
riding stars, 
Urchin is found
abandoned on 
a beach and 
adopted by a 

kindly squirrel. He has no idea of his destiny and the
influence he will have on the island of Mistmantle. 
An excellent read aloud adventure. (8 & up)
Hyperion Books for Children $17.95
Listening Library (CD) $34.00

Fairy Dust and the 
Quest for the Egg
Gail Carson Levine

An illustrated novel that revisits the
fairies of Never Land and chronicles
the arrival of a new fairy, Prilla, and
her clumsy attempts to become one 
of the fairy community. An exciting
fantasy that determines the fate of
Never Land (8-10)
Disney Press $16.99
Listening Library (CD) $25.00

Middle Grades

The King of Mulberry Street
Donna Jo Napoli

In 1892, nine-year-old Dom arrives 
in New York as a stowaway in a boat
from Italy. With almost nothing but a
new pair of shoes, Dom learns the
rules of the streets and survives using
his clever ingenuity. Based on the story
of the author’s grandfather. (9-12)
Wendy Lamb Books $15.95
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The Scarecrow
and His Servant
Phillip Pullman,
illustrated by 
Peter Bailey

A bolt of lightning
brings the pea-
brained Scarecrow
to life. Jack, a boy,
becomes his faithful

servant and they go head first into adventures, totally
oblivious to the fact that the crooked Buffalonis are
hot on their trail and not happy about Scarecrow’s
human form. (8-12)
Alfred A. Knopf $15.95
Listening Library (CD) $30.00

Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood
Prince
J.K. Rowling

In the sixth installment
of the astoundingly
popular series, Harry
continues his struggles
against Voldemort. At
the same time, life goes
on with the sixth-year
students at Hogwarts,
complete with teenage flirtations and conflicts. Harry
searches for the meaning of the story of the boy who
became Voldemort and seeks to understand what
may be his own vulnerability. (8 & up)
Scholastic Press $29.99

Vox
The Edge
Chronicles #6
Paul Stewart and 
Chris Riddell

In the second novel in
the Rook Barkwater
sequence, the young
knight librarian
attempts to stop the

dark power of the Most High Academe. Can Rook foil
the evil plans to take over Edgeworld once again? 
(10-12)
Random House Children’s Books $12.95

Ptolemy’s
Gate
Book Three of
the Bartimaeus
Trilogy
Jonathan Stroud

In this thrilling 
conclusion of the
Bartimaeus trilogy,
the destinies of
Bartimaeus, Nathaniel, and Kitty are thrown 
together once more. Treacherous magicians, 
conspiracies, and demons abound. (10 & up)
Hyperion Books for Children $17.95
Listening Library (CD) $60.00

Hank Zipzer #8
Summer School!
What Genius
Thought That Up?
Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver

For Hank Zipser, the words “summer” and “school” do not belong
together, but there is no way to get out of it. Will he spend the
hot summer bored to death or learn a cool lesson or two? (9-12)
Grosset & Dunlap (pb) $4.99

Each Little
Bird That
Sings
Deborah Wiles

As the daughter
of the town’s
funeral home
owners, Comfort
Snowberger,
aged 10, feels
she knows a
thing or two
about loss. But
life is full of sur-
prises and the biggest one of all is learning what it
takes to handle them. (8-12)
Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00
Listening Library (CD) $30.00Magyk

Septimus Heap
Book One
Angie Sage

Septimus Heap, 
seventh son of the
seventh son, is stolen
on the night of his
birth. His family takes
in a foundling baby

discovered in the snow that same night. Who is the 
mysterious foundling girl and where is Septimus? A
fantasy filled with humor and heart. (8-12)
HarperCollins Publishers $17.99

The Silver Spoon
of Solomon Snow
Kaye Umansky

Readers will laugh 
out loud at this clever
account of a foundling
who sets out with a 
pair of unlikely 

companions in search of his destiny, only to encounter
woeful misadventures along the way. (8-12)
Candlewick Press $14.99

A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Book Twelve
A Title Too Terrible to Reveal 
with Art Too Awful to Show
Lemony Snicket

True to form, things only get worse for the Baudelaire
orphans. Count Olaf, their guardian, is still evil and
the Baudelaire orphans unfortunately do not win the
contest. In order to find out more, you need to read
the book! (8-12)
HarperCollins Publishers $11.99

Sammy Keyes
and the Dead
Giveaway
Wendelin Van
Draanen

Sammy Keyes is in trouble again and because 
she was the actual perpetrator, she has plenty of
motivation not to solve the mystery. Everyone else
thinks her archenemy did it anyway. Her own
duplicity, however, opens her eyes to see it in 
others. (10 & up)
Alfred A. Knopf $15.95
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G is for Galaxy
An Out of This World Alphabet
Janis Campbell & Cathy Collison, illustrated 
by Alan Stacy

With rhymes for younger children and fact-filled
expository for older children, galactic questions such
as “Which planet is closest to the sun?” are given
both accurate and fun answers. Beautifully illustrated
to complete the enjoyment. (4-10)
Sleeping Bear Press $16.95

Amelia to Zora
Twenty-six Women Who Changed 
the World
Cynthia Chin-Lee, illustrated by Megan Halsey
& Sean Addy

Twenty-six amazing women and twenty-six 
amazing stories. Learn about the hardships
and triumphs that inspired each woman to
change the world around her. (5-10)
Charlesbridge Publishing $15.95

The Picture History of 
Great Inventors
Gillian Clements

An entertaining and well-researched introduction
to the great inventors of the world spanning 
thousands of years. A splendid celebration of 
the ingenuity of man. (8 & up)
Frances Lincoln $12.95

The Cranium® Big Book of
Outrageous Fun!
The Write-It, Draw-It, Sculpt-It, Act-It
Game-in-a-Book-in-a-Game
Gary Baseman

From the makers of Cranium®, here is a one-of-a-
kind new activity and game book, packed with
wipe-off activity pages, a game board, and a 
multitude of cool Cranium® components. Kids will
be inspired to explore their many talents—as well 
as discover new ones. (7 & up)
Little, Brown & Company $19.99

ER Vets
Life in an
Animal
Emergency
Room
Donna M. Jackson

Filled with full-color
behind-the-scenes
photographs that
capture both the drama and excitement in the ER. 
It takes courage to be an ER vet. Twenty-four hours a
day, a team of doctors try to heal both little and large
creatures we consider a part of our families. (7-10)
Houghton Mifflin Company $17.00

Merriam-
Webster’s
Alphabet Book
Ruth Heller

A beautifully 
illustrated alphabet
book created for
young learners as
they take the first
steps toward read-
ing and writing. Full-color illustrations for each letter,
as well as amusing verses introduce the different
sounds of each letter. (2-7)
Merriam Webster $12.95

Wild Fibonacci
Nature’s Secret
Code Revealed
Joy N. Hulme,
illustrated by Carol
Schwartz

1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13,
21, 34 … See the
pattern? Each 
number is the sum
of the two numbers
before it. This is known as the Fibonacci sequence and
is found everywhere in nature. A clear and accessible
introduction to the sequence and the shape it takes in
nature. (7 & up)
Tricycle Press $14.95

Prehistoric
Actual Size
Steve Jenkins

In this “actual size”
look at the prehistoric
world, you will come
face to face with a
giant dragonfly, the
flying reptile dsun-
garipterus, a six foot
long millipede, and
many more awe-
inspiring creatures.
(4 & up)
Houghton Mifflin Company $16.00

Rosa
Nikki Giovanni, illustrated by Bryan Collier

This picture book tribute to Mrs. Rosa
Parks, who 50 years ago refused to give
up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama
bus, is a celebration of her courageous
action and the events that followed. 
(ages 5 & up)
Henry Holt $16.95

Nonfiction

Georgia’s
Bones
Jen Bryant, illustrated
by Bethanne Andersen

A celebration of Georgia O’Keeffe’s fascination from
early childhood with natural shapes, “common objects,”
and her unusual way of looking at the world. Filled
with fluid, graceful illustrations that capture the beauty
of O’Keeffe’s work and spirit. (6 & up)
Eerdmans Books for Young Readers $16.00
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Water Beds
Sleeping in
the Ocean
Gail Langer
Karwoski,
illustrated 
by Connie
McLennan

A beautifully illustrated dream sequence that follows
a child sleeping with dolphins, sea otters, and other
marine mammals and accurately portrays how these
mammals breathe while they sleep in the ocean. (2-8)
Sylvan Dell Publishing $15.95

Salad People
and More
Real Recipes
Mollie Katzen

With the demand
for healthy food
for kids, celebrity
chef Mollie Katzen

presents kid-friendly recipes that will inspire joyful
kitchen adventures and food appreciation. Children
will enjoy a lifelong love and playful respect for 
nutritious food. (3-6)
Tricycle Press $17.95

A Mother’s
Journey
Sandra Markle,
illustrated by 
Alan Marks

The daring story of 
a mother emperor
penguin’s struggle
to reach the sea, find

food, avoid predators, and make her way back to her
mate and their newborn chick with food for them
before they starve. Luminous illustrations of the harsh
conditions and landscapes of Antarctica. (4-9)
Charlesbridge Publishing $15.95

If You Decide
to Go to the
Moon
Faith McNulty,
illustrated by
Steven Kellogg

In language 
that is elegant,
yet fun, Faith
McNulty com-
municates the

physical, as well as the emotional experience of a trip
to the moon. The reader participates in every aspect of
the journey. (4-8)
Scholastic Press $16.99

Quilt of
States
Piecing
Together
America
Adrienne
Yorinks and
50 Librarians
from Across
the Nation

This book combines the handmade quilts of 
Adrienne Yorinks with pieces written by librarians,
each representing their state and giving it a voice. 
The resulting tapestry is a unique illustration of the
coming together of the United States of America. 
(10 & up)
National Geographic $19.95

So You 
Want to 
be an
Explorer?
Judith St.
George,
illustrated by
David Small

From mountain
climbers to
astronauts,
ship captains to arctic adventurers, to the just plain
curious, there are all kinds of explorers…and one 
of them could be you. (6-10)
Philomel Books $16.99

Leonardo 
da Vinci
Giants of
Science Series
Kathleen Krull,
illustrated by 
Boris Kulikov

The notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci have the mind-
boggling evidence of a 15th century scientist on the
verge of great discovery. Sure to change children’s
ideas of who Leonardo was and what it means to be
a scientist. (10 & up)
Viking Children’s Books $15.99

The Old
Farmer’s
Almanac for
Kids
Editors of The Old
Farmer’s Almanac

The Old Farmer’s
Almanac for Kids is
an engaging and 
colorful compilation
of fun and informa-
tive stories, charts,
and activities that
gives younger readers a deeper understanding of
our natural world; from animals and insects, to stars
and lightning storms, as well as a fresh appreciation
of people and events in history and sports. (8 & up)
Yankee Publishing (pb) $9.95

How to be a
Medieval
Knight
Fiona Macdonald

Children get
swept back in
time as they
learn what it
took to be a
knight in the

Middle Ages. They learn about the rigorous train-
ing to become a master swordsman and rider.
They even get to “interview” to become a knight
themselves. (8-12)
National Geographic $14.95

Ocean
Counting
Odd
Numbers
Jerry Pallotta,
illustrated by
Shennen
Bersani

Learn to count
to 50 by odd numbers, using weird and wonderful
ocean animals as counting tools. Explore the ocean 
as you meet 13 surf clams, 29 mussels, 49 smelts,
and more. (6-8)
Charlesbridge Publishing (pb) $6.95 

Carolina’s Story
Sea Turtles Get Sick Too! 
Donna Rathmell, photographs by Barbara Bergwerf

The heartwarming photographic tale of a critically ill
sea turtle as she is nursed back to health. Children
will empathize with Carolina as she undergoes many
of the same medical treatments faced by sick or
injured children and they will rejoice as she happily
returns to her home in the ocean. (4-8)
Sylvan Dell Publishing $15.95
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Girls in Pants
The Third Summer of the Sisterhood
Ann Bashares

The four friends who make up the Sisterhood of 
the Traveling Pants again embark on a summer of
separate adventures following their graduation from
high school. As always, the “magical pants” travel
from one to the other. (12 & up)
Delacorte Books for Young Readers $16.95

Best Foot
Forward
Joan Bauer

Jenna Boller
faces many new
challenges with
a new job, new
friends, new ideas, and questions of integrity. A sure-
footed, funny, poignant novel about the process of 
maturity as a work in progress. (12 & up)
G.P. Putnam’s Sons $16.99

Rebel
Angels
Libba Bray

Gemma Doyle
looks forward
to spending  
Christmas in

London and ringing in the new year of 1896. Her
plans change as the lure of the enchanted world 
of the Realms calls to Gemma and her friends. It
becomes Gemma’s destiny that she must find the
Temple, in order to bind the magic and ward off
disaster. (12 & up)
Delacorte Press $16.95
Listening Library (CD) $50.00

The Mirror of Fire and Dreaming
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

The adventures of Anand and his quest to become a
full-fledged member of The Brotherhood of the
Conch weave a vibrant tapestry of action, suspense,
fantasy, and rare beauty. In a time travel from con-
temporary India back to Moghul times, Anand
encounters sorcerers, spoiled princes, noble war-
riors, and evil jinns. (10 & up)
Roaring Brook Press $16.95
Listening Library (CD) $45.00

Blood Red
Horse
Book One of 
the deGranville
Trilogy
K.M. Grant

Set at the time of 
the Christian
Crusades, this 
is a story that points
out the differences
between the 
glorification of the “cause” and the realities of war. It is
told from two perspectives: one from a young crusader
and the other from a defender of Jerusalem and tells
how their lives cross because of the charismatic blood
red horse, Hosanna. (12 & up)
Walker & Company $16.95

The Rivers
of Zadaa
Pendragon
Book Six
D.J. MacHale

In the continuing
struggle of good
versus evil,
Bobby Pendragon
also begins to see his quest as more than a series of
adventures. He is learning that he has powers beyond
the normal, even over life and death. (12 & up)
Simon & Schuster $14.95

13 Little Blue Envelopes
Maureen Johnson

Upon the death of her aunt, Ginny receives an 
envelope with money and specific instructions to
travel to London where she will find the next 
envelope. The ensuing treasure hunt takes her 
on a trip that changes her life. A funny, romantic,
and heartbreaking novel. (12 & up)
HarperCollins Publisher $15.99

If I Have a
Wicked
Stepmother,
Where’s My
Prince?
Melissa Kantor

A funny and romantic novel that tells the story of
Lucy as she struggles with her new life, as she
searches for her prince, and as she searches for her
true self. (12 & up) 
Hyperion Books for Children $15.99

The Cry of the Icemark
Stuart Hill

Thirren, a princess as well as intrepid warrior, seeks
help from advisors and forges alliances with fantastical
creatures to defend her kingdom. Exciting adventures
for both boys and girls. (12 & up)
The Chicken House $18.95

Young Adult



Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie
Jordan Sonnenblick

Steven’s life as a 13-year-old goes from dealing
with the normal day-to-day life of a teenager—
playing in a band, dealing with a crush, and 
annoyance with a cute little brother—to dealing 
with the illness that strikes his brother and turns 
the family upside down. (12 & up)
Scholastic Press $16.99
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The Water
Mirror
Dark
Reflections
Book One
Kai Meyer,
translated by
Elizabeth
Crawford

An extraordinary world of magic and menace unfolds
in this daringly original fantasy adventure set in
Venice. Merle and Serafin must use both of their 
magical skills to save the Flowing Queen from 
capture and keep the city safe. (12 & up)
McElderry $15.95

Twilight
Stephanie Meyer

When Isabella moves to a small town in Washington,
she meets the mysterious Edward who up until now
has managed to keep his vampire identity a secret. 
A romantic tale with a bite. (12 & up)
Little, Brown & Company $17.99
Listening Library (CD) $48.00

Eldest
Inheritance,
Book II
Christopher Paolini

Fresh from saving
the rebel state,
Eragon and his

dragon, Saphira, travel to study dragon riding,
magic, and swordsmanship in the land of the
Elves. Soon Eragon and his cousin face another
struggle against the evil King Galbatorix. (12 & up)
Alfred A. Knopf $21.00
Listening Library (CD) $55.00

Alice on 
Her Way
Phyllis Reynolds
Naylor

An honest and 
direct book for
mature readers 
that discusses

contemporary coming of age issues, including
relationships and new responsibilities that come
with the high school experience. 20th anniver-
sary of the popular Alice series. (14 & up)
Simon & Schuster $15.95

The
Extraordinary
Adventures of
Alfred Kropp
Rick Yancey

Alfred Kropp is just
managing to survive
high school when his
uncle ropes him into
a get-rich-quick
scheme. As a result,
the stolen legendary
sword, Excaliber,
falls into the wrong
hands, and Alfred must undertake a quest to right his
wrong. Fast-paced, action-packed adventure with high
stakes, as well as a coming of age story. (12 & up)
Bloomsbury $16.95

Under the
Persimmon
Tree
Suzanne Fisher
Staples

Najmah, a young
Afghan girl alone in
war-torn Afghanistan
meets Elaine, an
American awaiting

the return of her Afghan doctor husband. In a school set
up by Elaine, the two seek their way “home.” Invaluable
insights into the Muslim religion. (12 & up)
Farrar Straus Giroux $17.00

Operation 
Red Jericho
The Guild
Specialists 
Book 1
Joshua Mowll,
illustrated by Julek
Heller, Niroot
Puttapipat, and
Benjamin Mowll

In a journal format recorded during the 1920s, 
the reader follows Rebecca and Doug during their
dangerous quest to solve the disappearance of their
parents. Their adventures take them from Shanghai 
to a grisly pirate island fortress. (12 & up)
Candlewick Press $15.99

Guys Write for Guys Read
Collected by Jon Scieszka

An anthology of short vignettes from over
80 well-known male authors of young 
adult fiction. “A collective celebration of the
intellectual life of the common boy.” (SLJ)
This collection is particularly recommended
for reluctant readers. (12 & up)
Viking (pb) $10.99



Marlfox
Brian Jacques

In book 11 of the Redwall
series, the Marlfoxes have
invaded Mossflower woods
and stolen the precious
tapestry of Martin the
Warrior. Three brave 
residents of Redwall Abbey
go on a quest of recovery.
(10 & up)
Ace (pb) $7.99

Kira-Kira
Cynthia Kadohata

When Katie and her
Japanese-American
family move to
Georgia, they endure
harsh working condi-
tions and racial preju-
dice. The spirit of ‘kira-
kira,” (shiny and glit-

tery) helps to keep the family together. Winner of
2005 Newbery Medal. (9-12)
Simon & Schuster $16.95
Listening Library (CD) $28.00

Farfallina 
& Marcel
Holly Keller

A caterpillar and a
gosling are an unlikely
pair—and best friends.
Will their transformations
change this? Winner of
the Charlotte Zolotow
Award, ✪ PW (4-7)
HarperCollins
Children’s Books (pb) $5.99
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The Search for
Delicious
Natalie Babbitt

While compiling a dictionary,
the Prime Minister decides
to send his young messen-
ger out to poll the citizenry
on their meaning for the

word “delicious.” NY Times Notable Children’s Book
of the Year, The Horn Book Fanfare, ✪ Booklist (8-12)
Farrar, Straus & Giroux (pb) $5.95

Where in 
the World 
is Henry?
Lorna Balian

While looking for “Henry,”
the children ask questions
that take them out of the
house, the town, the coun-
try, and even out into the
universe…and then find that
Henry was under the covers all along. (3-7)
Star Bright Books $15.95

Bud, Not Buddy
Christopher Paul Curtis

As an orphan on the run,
Bud gets it into his head
that a famous jazz 
musician is his long-lost
father. Adventure after
adventure follows him
on his quest. 2000
Newbery Award winner,
PW Best Books citation. (10-12)
Dell Yearling (pb) $5.99

Freddy the Detective
Walter Brooks

In the first adventure of the
beloved series, Freddy the
pig, sets out to prove the
sleuthing skills that he has
learned from his hero,
Sherlock Holmes. (6-10)
The Overlook 
Press (pb) $7.99

The Popcorn Book
Tomie dePaola

What popcorn is, how it
is stored, and how it is
cooked, plus legends and
recipes. A perennial
favorite. (4-8)

Holiday House (pb) $6.95

The Canning Season
Polly Horvath

Henriette finds the love and
caring she has craved
while living with two
eccentric aunts in a remote
part of Maine. National
Book Award winner; ALA,
PW, SLJ Best Book, Horn
Book Fanfare. (9-12)

Farrar, Straus and Giroux (pb) $6.95

Arilla Sun Down
Virginia Hamilton

A moving story of a 12-year-old
girl struggling to find her own
identity while living between two
worlds, as well as in the shadow
of her brother. (10 & up)
Scholastic Press (pb) $5.99

The Race to Save
the Lord God Bird
Phillip Hoose

Carefully researched, this
book follows the history 
of the ivory-billed wood-
pecker as it became threat-
ened by poachers and loss
of habitat. Very readable
and timely in light of recent discoveries. (10 & up)
Melanie Kroupa Books $20.00

The Great Frog
Race and Other
Poems
Kristine O’Connell
George, illustrated by
Kate Kiesler

“George’s astute
imagery pairs with
Kiesler’s rich and warm-
toned oil paintings to
impart a strong sense of
the pleasures of rural landscape.” The Lee Bennett
Hopkins Poetry Award, ✪ Booklist, An American
Booksellers Kids’ Pick of the Lists (6-9)
Clarion Books (pb) $5.95

Featured Favorites

Wordsworth’s
Book of
Words
A Bilingual
Book of Words

Julie Aigner-Clark

With a combination of
photos and illustrations,

this is a great book for toddlers and preschoolers
as they develop their vocabulary.  (1-3)
Baby Einstein $15.99

The World 
of Arthur
Marc Brown

Read along as
everyone’s favorite
aardvark embarks
upon six of his most 
popular adventures
in a book size perfect
for shared laptime reading. (3-6)
Little, Brown and Company $10.99

Kitten’s First 
Full Moon
Kevin Henkes

A warm and gentle
story of a kitten 
investigating the
night of his first full
moon. Could the
moon possibly be a
bowl of milk?
Winner of 2005 Caldecott Medal. (2-4)
Greenwillow Books $15.99
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Suki’s Kimono
Chieri Uegaki, illustrated by
Stéphane Jorisch

Rather than try to fit in, Suki
chooses to wear her beloved
kimono on the first day of
school. Award-winning 
book celebrating a child’s
free spirit. (4-7)

Kids Can Press (pb) $5.95

A Child’s
Calendar
John Updike

Twelve poems follow a
family and their friends
throughout the seasons.
Caldecott Honor Medal, 
✪ PW, ✪ SLJ.  (4-8)
Holiday House (pb) $6.95

Stuart Little 
60th Anniversary Edition
E.B. White, illustrated by Garth Williams

The beloved classic story of a little mouse on a
big adventure celebrates its 60th anniversary.
Winner of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal. 
Great read aloud. (5 & up)
HarperCollins Publishers $16.99

The Chronicles 
of Narnia
C.S. Lewis

A boxed set of the seven
books that tell of the magical
adventures that start with a
trip through the bedroom
wardrobe into the fantastical
world of Narnia. Great read
aloud series. (7 & up)
HarperCollins Children’s Books (pb) $19.99

Pippi Longstocking
Astrid Lindgren

Pippi, an irreverent and 
irrepressible girl, has
delighted children with the
tales of survival on her own
which are sparked by her
independent spirit and her
good-natured hijinks. (7-10)
Puffin Books (pb) $5.99

Tales from 
the Odyssey 
Mary Pope Osborne

Now all six exciting
installments in the
dramatic journey of
Odysseus are avail-
able in a boxed set.
“Just right for the
chapter book crowd”—Kirkus. ✪ PW (6-10)
Disney Children’s Books (pb) $24.95

I Am Lavina
Cumming
Susan Lowell

Lavina is sent by 
her widowed father
from the Arizona
mountains to his 
sister in San
Francisco where
Lavina can learn to become a lady. The difficult
adjustment eventually leads to a place for 
Lavina in both worlds. (8-12)
Milkweed Books for 
Young Readers (pb) $6.95

Mañana, Iguana
Ann Whitford Paul,
illustrated by Ethan Long

Iguana cannot get any-
one to help him prepare
for the festival. An
updated story of the
Little Red Hen with a
Mexican twist. (3-5)
Holiday House (pb) $6.95

Nate the Great and 
the Snowy Trail
Marjorie Weinman Sharmat,
illustrated by Marc Simont

Nate the Great, super sleuth,
has his own mystery when his
birthday present disappears. 
It is difficult to look for some-
thing when you don’t know
what the present will be. (6-9)
Dell Yearling (pb) $4.50

My Friend
Rabbit
Eric Rohmann

Mouse knows that
Rabbit always
means well, but
trouble has a habit
of following him.
Mouse delivers a gentle lesson on accepting friends 
as they are. 2003 Caldecott Medal winner (3-5)
Roaring Brook Press (pb) $5.95

Q is for Quark
David Schwartz, illustrated by Kim Doner

A is for atom, B is for
black hole, C is for
clone. This companion
to the best-selling
math book G is for
Googol will have kids
racing to the science
lab. (10 & up)
Tricycle Press

$15.95

Trickster’s Queen
Tamora Pierce

The fantasy adventure series
which began in Trickster’s
Choice continues as Aly
takes on a role as spy for
the underground rebellion to
overthrow the rulers of the
Copper Isles. (12 & up)
Random House

(pb) $8.95

Pumpkin Circle
Story of a Garden

El cículo de las
calabazas
Historia de 
un Huerto

George Levenson, photographs by Samuel Thaler

The circle of life—from seed to pumpkin and 
back again—is chronicled in this beautifully 
photographed book for children. (4-8)
Tricycle Press (pb) $7.95

Another
Perfect Day
Ross
Macdonald

In a salute to
vintage comics
and retro
printing,
sunny colors
pour across

the pages of this energetic wake-up
book. ✪ PW, ✪ Kirkus (4-7)
Roaring Brook Press (pb) $6.95

The Best
Storybook
Ever
Richard Scarry

A single 
volume 
treasury of 
celebrated 

children’s author and illustrator, Richard
Scarry. A happy collection of tales and
poems featuring his beloved animal 
characters. (2-5) 
Random House 
Children’s Books $15.95

Featured Favorites

Love, Ruby Lavender
Deborah Wiles

While Ruby’s beloved grandmother is off in Hawaii,
Ruby corresponds with her to tell her of all the
events that are happening in what she mistakenly
thought would be a boring, horrible summer. 
An ALA Notable Children’s Book. (8-12)
Harcourt Children’s Books (pb) $5.95



A Whale of a Tale Children’s Bookshoppe 
4199 Campus Drive 
Suite A 
Irvine, CA 92612 
(949) 854-8288 

Wild About Books
Judy Sierra, illustrated  by Marc Brown

When Molly, the librarian, accidentally
drives the book mobile into the zoo, 
she takes advantage of the situation to
introduce reading to all the animals.
Soon she has them going “wild about
books.” (4-8)

Random House $16.95

Chosen and
awarded by the
Independent
Children’s
Bookseller
members 
of ABC 

BEST
READ ALOUD

Book of  the Year 2005

Recipient 
of the

2005
E.B. White

Award

The Association of Booksellers for Children (ABC) is 
a national organization made up of independent
children’s booksellers. The E.B.White Read Aloud
Award, established in 2004, honors a book that
reflects the universal read aloud standards that were
established by the work of the author E.B White in his
classic books for children: Charlotte’s Web, Stuart Little,
and The Trumpet of the Swan. ABC members choose
one book each year for distinction based on its universal
appeal as a “terrific” read aloud book for children.

© Charlotte’s Web copyright 1952 by E.B. White. 
Text copyright © renewed 1980 by E.B. White. 

Illustration copyright © renewed 1980 
by Estate of Garth Williams. Used with 
permission of HarperCollins Publishers.


