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The most important 20 minutes of your day

Los 20 minutos más importantes de su día

abcRecommendations by Independent Children’s Bookstores across the Nation

BEST BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Read w
ith a Child!



“

“

The Association of Booksellers for Children is a
national membership association that offers a support
network for professional children’s booksellers who
share the goal of encouraging quality and service
within the children’s book industry. 

Prices are subject to change without notice. Paperback
(pb) and board (bd) editions are listed when available,
suggested ages are indicated in parentheses following
book descriptions. If books are out of stock, ask your
bookstore to order them.

Abbreviations: 
PW Publisher’s Weekly
SLJ School Library Journal
ALA American Library Association
✪ Starred Review

Published by the Association of Booksellers for Children
Volume XIV, September 2004
Catalog editor: Anne Irish
Catalog design and layout: Susan Kummer
ABC logo design: Lorraine Ortner–Blake

The Most Important 20 Minutes of your Day…Read with a Child
is the literacy initiative of the Association of Booksellers for Children. This initiative

is part of a larger national campaign to promote the value of reading as an essential

building block to the cognitive, emotional, and social development of the individual.

The ABC Best Books for Children Catalog supports this national literacy campaign

by providing suggestions for out standing books, chosen by a committee of

children’s booksellers. The catalog also includes the 2004 winner of the E.B. White

Read Aloud Award, nominated by the independent bookstores across the nation

who are members of the Association of Booksellers for Children.

Valerie & Walter’s Best Books for Children
2nd Edition: A Lively, Opinionated Guide
Valerie Lewis & Walter M. Mayes

Valerie and Walter, with their combined 50 years of experi-
ence, have created the last word on children’s reading and
one of the first books a parent should buy. There are reviews
of 2,000 of their favorite books, discussion dialogues, cross
reference by theme and interest, plus tons of advice. 

HarperCollins Publishers $17.95

Mary Had a Little Lamb
Sarah Josepha Hale, illustrated by Tomie dePaola 

DePaola uses his signature folk art style and sets
the familiar poem in a traditional 19th century
New England setting. The  result is an endearing
interpretation of the little lamb and his journey to
school one day. (1-4)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons (bd)  $7.99

Pascual and the Kitchen Angels
Tomie dePaola

Exquisite illustrations reminiscent of Italian frescoes
capture not only the beauty of the story of Pasqual
and his kitchen angels, but the warmth and humor
that suffuses it. (4-8)

Penguin Young Readers Group $16.99

Books by Tomie dePaola, cover artist

Tomie’s Little Book of Poems
Tomie dePaola

A charming board book containing 25 poems perfect
for very young children, featuring subjects that any
toddler can recognize—such as nature, the seasons,
loving parents, and bedtime. (1-3)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons (bd)  $7.99

Reading together needs to be

a constant in your children's

lives, a promise that you

would not break any sooner than

you would break your promise to

feed them, love them, or make them

wear a coat in winter.

—Valerie & Walter’s Best Books for Children

“
“When you nurture the questioning

mind, when you allow for the

prospect of disagreement or

interpretation, and when you develop the

power to imagine or even create, then the

benefits of reading stretch beyond the

obvious and reach past the possible.

—Valerie & Walter’s Best Books for Children
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Babies&Toddlers
I Like
Books
Anthony
Browne

A simple, 
inviting ode to
the pleasures
of reading
starring an
obliging
chimp who

samples books of all
sizes and shapes, vividly and humorously rendered
in Browne’s crisp, polished style. (1-3)

Candlewick Press (bd)  $8.99

Peedie
Olivier
Dunrea

Peedie is a
small yellow gosling who sometimes forgets things.
But he never forgets to wear his lucky red baseball
cap. He wears it everywhere until he puts it in a
secret place. (2-5)

Houghton Mifflin $9.95

Goodnight Goodnight Sleepyhead
Ruth Krauss, illustrated by Jane Dyer

A goldfish nose and dinosaur toes are bid a loving
goodnight by a young child. An old favorite gets a
new look, originally published as Eyes Nose
Fingers Toes. (3-6)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

Winnie-the-Pooh’s ABC
Inspired by A.A. Milne, illustrated by Ernest Shepard

In the setting of The Hundred Acre Wood, Pooh and
his friends introduce the concepts of letters and words
in an alphabet format.  (1-4)

Dutton Children’s Books (bd)  $8.99

Me 
Baby
You
Baby
Ashley Wolff

In energetic verses that capture both the mothers’ and
the babys’ joy, two mothers and their toddlers head
off to see the sights at the zoo. (2-5)

Dutton Children’s Books $14.99

Busy Doggies
John Schindel, illustrated by Beverly Sparks

Woof it up! Toddlers learn basic action words as
they gnaw, paw, tug, and hug along with these
perennially active pooches. (1-3) 

Tricycle Press (bd)  $6.95

Brian
Wildsmith’s
Book Box 
Brian Wildsmith

A boxed set of
charming books for baby by the
famed illustrator, Brian Wildsmith, contains the
outstanding titles ABC, Animals to Count, Animal
Colors, Farm Animals, Opposites, and Zoo Animals. He
was recognized by the Kate Greenaway Medal for the
work in ABC. (1-3)

Star Bright Books (bd)  $24.95

Olivia
Ian Falconer

First she was a 
picture-book
star…and now
that unstoppable
little pig is back to
charm the board
book audience.
Toddlers will be
dazzled as she

sings, cooks, paints,
and pirouettes until—whew—it is time for bed. The
original was #1 New York Times Bestseller and the
winner of the 2001 Caldecott Honor award. (2-5)

Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers (bd)  $7.99

The Everything Book
Denise Fleming

A combination of word book,
concept book, and nursery
rhymes; this vibrant book for
toddlers overflows with bright
colors and lively images. Full of
so many activities that children
will pore over every page. (1-4)

Henry Holt and Company (bd)  $6.95

The Rooster
Struts
Richard Scarry

A treasure by
famed illustrator
Richard Scarry,
was recently
unearthed in the
Golden Books
archives. It is the
perfect first book
about animals
with bold color,
simple lines, and sturdy pages. (2-5)

Random House (bd)  $5.99

How Do Dinosaurs Count to
Ten?
Jane Yolen, illustrated by Mark Teague

Young readers will be delighted by this
engaging concept book to help them learn
numbers from one to ten with simple
rhyming text and vibrant 
illustrations. (2 and up)

Blue Sky Press (bd)  $6.99
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Jungle
Drums
Graeme Base

Inventive tale of Ngiri, the littlest warthog in Africa,
who uses his magical bongo drums to teach a 
valuable lesson. Includes a Swahili guide, a chart
for the hidden images, and a guide to the African
animals. (4-8)

Harry N. Abrams, Inc. $18.95
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Busy Fingers
C.W. Bowie, illustrated by Fred Willingham

What can busy fingers do? Lots of things—reach,
paint, squish, wash, and more! Simple rhyming text
and warm, colorful pastel illustrations combine to
celebrate the many ways youngsters can use their
busy little fingers. (2-4)

Charlesbridge Publishing $6.95

The Umbrella
Jan Brett

When Carlos drops his
umbrella, one by one the 
animals, from a tree frog to 
a baby tapir, cram into the
banana leaf umbrella until 
the little hummingbird is just
one too many. Set in the lush
Costa Rican cloud forest. (4-8)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons
$16.99

Pinduli
Janell Cannon

Even though Pinduli’s mother assures her that she is
a beautiful hyena, she knows that the other animals
find her funny looking. A case of mistaken identity
lets her show the others how a small thing can lead
to something enormous. (5-8)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

Brown Bear 
& Friends 
Gift Set
Bill Martin, Jr.,
illustrated by 
Eric Carle

With more than
seven million
copies in print, 

the classic Bear books have been a hit with children
for many generations. Now, for the first time, these
popular Bear books are available in a boxed gift set.
(2-5)

Henry Holt and Company $49.95

Five Little Monkeys Play
Hide-and-Seek
Eileen Christelow

The five little monkeys convince Lulu, the babysitter,
that there’s time for just one game of hide-and-
seek…and then another, and another. A great read
aloud, full of rhyming mischief. (3-6)

Clarion Books $15.00

Duck for President
Doreen Cronin, illustrated by Betsy Lewin

There’s more to Duck than the duck you know from
Click, Clack, Moo. He has worked his way from
pond, to farmer, to governor, and now perhaps,
even to president of the United States. But, ladies
and gentlemen, Duck needs your vote! (5 and up)

Simon & Schuster $15.95

It’s Hard to be Five
Jamie Lee Curtis, illustrated by Laura Cornell

Whether it is learning to wait your turn, 
or waiting in line, it’s hard to be five. 
Curtis’ rhyming verses and Cornell’s playful 
illustrations combine to make learning self-
control a little easier. (3-5)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.99

Mister
Seahorse
Eric Carle

With beautiful
collage illustra-
tions, master
illustrator Eric
Carle creates a
story that intro-
duces the very
young to the wonders of aquatic life and to some
very special daddies in the sea world. (4 and up)

Philomel Books $16.99

The Camel’s Lament
Charles Edward Carryl, illustrated
by Charles Santore 

The poor camel! While most crea-
tures are prized, pampered, or at
least tended to, the camel is our
beast of burden, left to thirst, for-
age, and sleep in the merciless
desert. Fantastical nonsense verse

combined with fantastical illustration. (3-6)

Random House $16.95
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Picture Boo
ks

Mystery at the Club Sandwich
Doug Cushman

Nick Trunk, private investigator, is hired to solve
the mystery of the lost marbles. With only an
ostrich feather and lots of peanut butter as clues,
it’s a tough nut to crack. Lots of jokes and a feel
for old time detective movies. (4-8)

Clarion Books $15.00

Sidewalk Circus
Paul Fleischman, illustrated by Kevin Hawkes

A nearly wordless picture book, this spectacular
book presents a tribute to the power of fresh think-
ing and imagination. As the young girl anticipates
the daring feats of the Garibaldi Circus, she sees the
circus unfolding right in her own little town. (4-7)

Candlewick Press $15.99

Leaf
Jumpers
Carole Gerber,
illustrated by
Leslie Evans

Graceful, poetic
text celebrates
the beauty of
autumn leaves.
Readers learn
how to identify
all sorts of leaves, from red maple to sycamore, by
their color, shape, and other characteristics; plus an
explanation of why leaves change color. (3-8)

Charlesbridge Publishing $15.95

Sarah 
So Small
Tanguy
Gréban,
illustrated 
by Quentin
Gréban 

After accidentally swallowing a witch’s pearl, Sarah
starts shrinking smaller every day. With the help of
her animal friends, she sets out to the witch’s castle
on an enchanting journey to find the cure. (4-8)

Milk & Cookies Press $16.95

A Sound Like Someone
Trying Not to Make 
a Sound
John Irving, illustrated by 
Tatjana Hauptmann

When a young boy wakes up in the
middle of the night, an unfamiliar
sound conjures frightening images in
his mind. (4-7)

Random House $15.95

Toot & Puddle: The New Friend
Holly Hobbie

Opal brings her new friend, Daphne, for a visit—only
to discover that Daphne is good at everything and is
something of a prima donna. Opal, however, is able
to discover her own special qualities. (3-6)

Little Brown & Co. $16.99

Little Rabbit Goes to School
Harry Horse

Little Rabbit is starting school and discovering the
challenges of independence. He brings along his little
horse, but realizes by the end of the day that Charlie
Horse may not be ready for school yet. (3-5)

Peachtree Publishers, Ltd. $15.95

Kitten’s First Full Moon
Kevin Henkes

A charming story of the little kitten
who mistakes the big full moon
for a delicious bowl of milk. Her
quest leaves her bewildered and
hungry and leads her home where
something special is waiting. The
story is told with appealing
rhythms and sounds and is illus-
trated with soft gray-toned illustra-
tions. (3-5)

Greenwillow Books $15.99

New Baby Train
Woody Guthrie, illustrated by Marla Frazee

Every young child wants to know where babies come from.
Woody Guthrie’s imaginative answer is “the new baby train!”
Rambunctious and reassuring at the same time, this sing-song
story will have readers giggling all the way down the track. (3-6)

Little Brown & Co. $15.99

Too Many Pears 
Jackie French, illustrated by 
Bruce Whatley

Pamela the cow loves pears—and
will do just about anything to get
them. But will anyone else ever get
to eat a pear again? Certainly not
until she’s had her fill and moved
on to something else! English and
bilingual editions. (3-5)

Star Bright Books (pb)  $5.95
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Henry Works
D.B. Johnson

Though he rarely gets paid, Henry works for more
than money. In this fourth book about Henry David
Thoreau, the quiet story flows through morning’s 
mist to evening’s glow when at last, Henry’s most
important work is revealed. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

The Red Book
Barbara Lehman

This book is about a book…a magical red book without
any words. In illustrations of rare detail and surprise, the
reader follows a girl across oceans and continents to
deliver her into a new world of possibility, where a friend
she has never met is waiting. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin $12.95

Hurty Feelings
Helen Lester, illustrated by Lynn Munsinger

Fragility, the hippo, may be big, but she is
terribly fragile. For her, even compliments
may hide insults. In the face of a real insult
at the hands of Rudy the bully, Fragility may
finally learn to take a compliment. (4-8)

Walter Lorraine Books $16.00

Chicka 
Chicka 123
Bill Martin Jr. &
Michael Sampson,
illustrated by 
Lois Ehlert

A surefire book for the child learning to count. One-
hundred-and-one numbers climb the apple tree in
this bright and joyous book. As the numbers pile up
and bumblebees threaten, what’s the number that
will save the day? (3-7)

Simon & Schuster $15.95

You’re All My Favorites
Sam McBratney, illustrated by Anita Jeram

Mommy and Daddy Bear convince three worried
cubs that there is plenty of love to go around in this
comforting new tale from the team that created
Guess How Much I Love You. A perfect way for 
parents to remind their own little cubs how very
much each one is loved. (3-7)

Candlewick Press $15.99

Ish
Peter H.
Reynolds

Combining the
spareness of
fable with the
potency of

parable, Ish shines a light on the need to tend creative
flames with care. With the help of his little sister,
Ramon is able to rekindle his joy of creation after the
crushing blow of his older brother’s critique. (5 and up)

Candlewick Press $14.00

Perfectly Martha
Susan Meddaugh

Since Martha the dog already knows that dogs are
perfect, she is suspicious of the claims made by Otis
Weaselgraft of the Perfect Pup Institute. She sets out
to sniff out the scam. “Meddaugh does for dogs
what H.A. Rey (Curious George) does for monkeys.”
✪PW  (4-8)

Walter Lorraine Books $16.00

Lucky
Leaf
Kevin
O’Malley

All the boys are forced away from their video games
and sent outside to play. They cannot believe their
bad luck. Maybe the last leaf on the tree will change
their luck. A humorous approach to the age-old “Get
outside and play!” (4-8)

Walker & Company $15.95

T is for
Terrible
Peter McCarty

Tyrannosaurus
Rex reflects on
the fact that 

he knows that he is terrible, but what can he do? 
After all, he is not vegetarian! Soft, humorous 
illustrations, with a hint of scariness are sure to
appeal to the young dinosaur fans. (4-8)

Henry Holt & Company $15.95
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Find a Face
François and Jean Robert, with Jane Gittings

Find funny faces in the most unexpected places! You
will find them on a light switch or a shoe. They’re
everywhere! Delightful illustrations and colorful
designs are sure to tickle the funny bone. (4-8)

Chronicle Books $14.95
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Picture Boo
ks

Lost in the Woods
Carl Sams

A spring tale of trust, patience, and waiting your
time. Woodland creatures are concerned for a new-
born fawn they believe to be lost. (4-7)

Carl R. Sams II Studio $19.95

Science Verse
John Scieszka, illustrated by Lane Smith

Turn a boring lesson about the food chain into a
sing-along verse or learn about black holes to the
tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.” Learning sci-
ence was never such an hilarious jaunt. (6 and up)

Viking Children’s Books $16.99

Wild About
Books
Judy Sierra,
illustrated by 
Marc Brown

When Molly, the librarian, accidentally drives the
bookmobile into the zoo, she takes advantage of the
situation to introduce reading to all the animals.
Soon she has them going “wild about books.” (4-8)

Random House $16.95

The Friend
Sarah Stewart,
illustrated by 
David Small

Inspired by her
own youth, the
author tells the

charming story of the close relationship and strong
bond between the child and her caregiver and the
lasting influence of this meaningful relationship. 
(4-8)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

A Little Golden
Book Collection
Animal Tales
A new line of treasuries which
includes everyone’s favorite Little
Golden Books in their entirety,
including such classics as Sailor
Dog and The Poky Little Puppy.
(2-5)

Random House $14.95

The Three Little Wolves and the 
Big Bad Pig
Eugene Trivizas, illustrated by Helen Oxenbury

A beautiful pop-up edition of the best-selling, award-
winning, now classic picture book complete with
blown down house, exploding explosions, and a
fabulous dancing pig! When those three little wolves
go out to make their way in the world, they never
figured on the big, bad pig! (3-6)

Trafalgar Square Publishing $24.95

Bunny Mail
A Max &
Ruby Lift-
the-Flap Book
Rosemary Wells

If Ruby is send-
ing out party invitations, Max has to get into the action
too but Grandma can’t quite figure out what Max
wants. Follow the action with the clever lift-the-flaps.
(3-5)

Viking Children’s Books $15.99

Lemons Are Not Red
Laura Vaccaro Seeger

Children are introduced to the world of
color in this simple, original, and utterly
beguiling book. With the help of ingenious
die-cut pages, magical changes take
place…red lemons turn to yellow, purple
carrots turn to orange. (2-5)

Roaring Brook Press $14.95

A Spree in Paree
Catherine Stock

The pigs, sheep, goats, cows, chickens, and geese
on Monsieur Monmouton’s farm make their way
into Paris for an uproarious visit. Ooh-la-la, Paris
will never be the same. (4-8)

Holiday House, Inc. $16.95

Detective Larue:  Letters 
from the Investigation
Mark Teague

When the Hibbens’ cats go missing, sus-
picion lands on Ike LaRue who must take
matters in his own paws in order to clear
his name. Madcap adventures, both real
and imagined, are presented with split-
screen visuals. (4-8)

Scholastic Press $15.95
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Amber Brown is Green with Envy
Paula Danziger

Some kids have parents who stay together. Some
kids don’t have to think about moving. Some kids
don’t seem to have any problems—and that makes
Amber Brown green with envy. (6-10)

Scholastic Press (pb)  $3.99

Second Grade Rules, Amber Brown
Paula Danziger, illustrated by Tony Ross

Second grade is almost as wonderful as Amber expected,
but there’s one problem— the rules. Most are easy,
except the one about keeping a clean desk! (6-10)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons $13.99

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You
Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together
Mary Ann Hoberman, illustrated by Michael Emberley

Formatted to encourage budding readers by providing a
script to read alone or together, each of the eight fairy
tales has been given a fun, new twist. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to Literacy Volunteers of
America. (4-8)

Little Brown & Co. $16.95

Judy Moody, M.D. The Doctor is In!
Megan McDonald, illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds

Judy aspires to follow Elizabeth Blackwell, the first
woman doctor. When her class starts to study the
amazing human body, Judy has rare show-and-tells,
a real live operation, and a cloning experiment to
share with her class. (7-9)

Candlewick Press $15.99

Three Stories You Can Read to Your
Teddy Bear
Sara Swan Miller, illustrated by True Kelley

Beginning readers will learn what mischievous
teddy bears do when their owners go to school.
Who knew teddy bears are as adventuresome as
dogs and cats when the family is away? Perfect
for readers just easing into chapter books. (6-9)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Dragons
Lucille Recht Penner, illustrated by Peter Scott

For hundreds of years, people believed dragons
were real. Now kids can learn the unnatural 
history of dragons and recapture their magic in
this easy to read chapter book. (6-9)

Random House (pb)  $3.99

Dr. Clock-sicle
Martha Weston

In a new adventure, Dr. Clock-sicle
climbs into his time machine to look for
saber-toothed cats, but is surprised to
find a hitchhiker who comes along on his
time travel. (5-8)

Holiday House, Inc. $14.95

Magic Tree House #32
Winter of the Ice Wizard
Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by Sal Murdocca

Jack and Annie, joined by Teddy and Kathleen, 
travel in the Magic Tree House to a land of snow
where the Ice Wizard has captured Morgan and
Merlin. They must find the Ice Wizard’s missing
eye, or is it his heart? (6-9)

Random House $11.95
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Tales

The Hungry Coat: A Tale from Turkey
Demi

When he is dressed in a patched old coat, no one
pays any attention to Nasrettin Hoca. When he
returns wearing a fine new coat, suddenly he is the
toast of the party. Teaching a lesson about appear-
ances is at the heart of this timeless tale of Turkey’s
most famous folk hero. (6-10)

Margaret K. McElderry Books $19.95

Song of Creation
Paul Goble

“The whole earth is in constant prayer, and we can
join with its great prayer,” says award-winning
author and illustrator Paul Goble. He is the author
and illustrator of the Caldecott Award winner, The
Girl Who Loved Wild Horses. (all ages)

Eerdmans Books for Young Readers $16.00

Merlin and
the Making
of the King
Margaret
Hodges,
illustrated by
Trina Schart
Hyman

Adapted from
Malory’s Le
Morte d’Arthur,
these tales
chronicle the rise of young Arthur under the guid-
ance of Merlin the wizard.  Arthur triumphs over the
dark forces and past enemies like the witch, Morgan
le Fay, and the traitor, Mordred. (all ages)

Holiday House, Inc. $16.95

The Story of
Noah and 
the Ark
King James Bible:
According to the
Book of Genesis,
illustrated by
Gennady Spirin

The familiar story
of Noah and the
ark is brought to
life with luminous

and meticulous paintings. From the tumultuous
waters to the dignity and beauty of the animals, the
illustrations are a feast for the eyes. (all ages)

Henry Holt and Company $18.95

Thumbelina
Hans Christian Andersen, 
illustrated by Brad Sneed

It is not easy being small, but Thumbelina’s 
life is full of adventure. The rich, detailed water-
colors are a true standout, full of remarkable
realism and vibrancy. (4 and up)

Dial Books for Young Readers $16.99

Unwitting Wisdom
An Anthology of Aesop’s Fables
Helen Ward

Through the centuries, many artists have risen to
the challenge of interpreting their favorite Aesop’s
fables. In this magnificent edition, award-winning
illustrator Helen Ward has chosen a dozen of her
favorites to create a dazzling new collection. (4-8)

Chronicle Books $14.95

The
Sons 
of the
Dragon
King
A Chinese
Legend
Ed Young

After the Dragon King sends out his nine sons to find
their place in the world, he begins to hear of their aim-
less ways. Upon visiting each son, he learns that
rather than bad habits, each son has a special gift—the
nine gifts that enrich China’s culture to this day. (5-8)

Atheneum Books for Young Readers $16.95

The People
Could Fly
The Picture
Book
Virginia Hamilton,
illustrated by Leo
and Diane Dillon

Found originally as
the title story of
Virginia Hamilton’s
prize-winning

American Black folktale collection, this fantasy tale
tells of slaves who possessed the ancient magic
words that enabled them to fly to freedom. (all ages)

Random House $16.95

The Bremen Town Musicians and
Other Animal Tales from Grimm
Doris Orgel, illustrated by Bert Kitchen

An engaging and handsome collection of
Grimm’s tales has been chosen by Doris Orgel
who enjoyed these as a child in Vienna. The
tales are illustrated by the marvelously
detailed illustration of the distinguished artist,
Bert Kitchen. (5-9)

Roaring Brook Press $18.95
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Chasing Vermeer
Blue Balliett, illustrated by Brett Helquist

A puzzle, wrapped in a mystery, disguised as an
adventure, and delivered as a work of art. Petra 
and Calder are drawn clue by clue into the mystery
of the missing Vermeer painting and must depend
on their intuition and problem-solving skills to 
figure out the puzzle. (8-12)

Scholastic Press $16.95

Millions
Frank Cottrell Boyce

After discovering a cache of stolen money,
Damon and Anthony suddenly find them-
selves with a huge amount of money and
very little time to use it before the bank 
robbers responsible for stealing the money
close in on them. (9-12)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

Al Capone Does my Shirts
Gennifer Choldenko

Set in 1935 when families lived together on 
Alcatraz, Moose and his family move to be with his
father, a guard at the prison. The stark setting and
the challenge of an autistic sister tests tenuous 
family ties. (10-12)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons $15.99

Things Not Seen
Andrew Clements

Upon waking up to find himself invisible, Bobby tries to
deal with his predicament. Finding an ally in a blind girl,
he sets out to find other invisibles. An interesting and
compelling metaphor for the common feelings of many
young people. (10 and up)

Puffin Books (pb)  $5.99

Bucking the Sarge
Christopher Paul Curtis

A wild and hilarious tale of
Luther T. Farrell’s attempts
to leave Flint, Michigan and
escape the grips of his mother, a.k.a. the Sarge. His ticket out
involves winning the science fair and besting Shayla Patrick, who
also happens to be the love of his life! (10 and up)

Random House $15.95

Ida B … and Her Plans to
Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster,
and (Possibly) Save the World
Katherine Hannigan

Ida B must face many changes in her perfect
life. With the help of a patient teacher, a 
loyal cat and dog, her beloved apple trees,
and understanding parents, Ida B finds the 
needed resilience to face the family changes
and the pains of growing up. (9 and up)

Greenwillow Books $15.99

The Fish in Room 11
Heather Dyer, illustrated by Peter Bailey

Hilarious twists and turns as young Toby tries
to disguise the fact that his friends, the Flot
family, are actually mermaids so that they can
remain by the sea at the hotel where Toby
works. Reminiscent of Roald Dahl stories. 
(7-10)

The Chicken House $15.95
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Brian’s Hunt
Gary Paulsen

Brian Robeson, hero of the award-winning book
Hatchet, returns for a new adventure in the
Canadian wilderness. Paulsen explores the themes
of the close connection of both man and dogs to 
the nature around them, plus their close bonds to
one another. (10 and up)

Random House $14.95

The Teacher’s Funeral
A Comedy in Three Parts
Richard Peck

An hilarious, shrewd, and enchanting story about
the 1904 summer when Russell’s teacher dies,
prompting his dreams of escape to the Dakota’s.
Dreams are dashed when his older sister Tansy
is hired to be the teacher for the small Indiana
farm town. (10-12)

Dial Books for Young Readers $16.99

So B. It
Sarah Weeks

Heidi, together with her doting neighbor, take care
of her mentally disabled mother. Compelled by her
curiosity about her past, Heidi sets out on a cross-
country trip of discovery. (10 and up)

Laura Geringer Books
HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

A Series of Unfortunate Events
The Grim Grotto
Lemony Snicket, illustrated by Brett Helquist

Lemony Snicket’s tongue-in-cheek style takes the
Baudelaire orphans on another fateful voyage 
that includes a submarine, a determined villain,
mushrooms, and a message from a long lost friend.
“Wicked good fun.” ✪ Kirkus Review  (9-12)

HarperCollins Publishers $11.99

Da Wild, Da Crazy, Da Vinci
Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Adam McCauley

The Time Warp Trio once again needs bright ideas, magic tricks,
and a great invention to escape Leonardo da Vinci’s wrath when
he suspects them of stealing his secret inventions. (8-10)

Viking Children’s Books $14.99

Tales from the Odyssey

Book 6 The Final Battle
Mary Pope Osborne

In the last book of the series based on
episodes from Homer’s Odyssey, Mary
Pope Osborne brings one of the greatest
adventures of all time to a dramatic 
climax. Odysseus and his son
Telemachus, along with help from
Athena, struggle to regain control of
Ithaca. (8-11)

Hyperion Books 
for Children $9.99

The Pepins and Their Problems
Polly Horvath

The author calls on the reader for solutions to the
Pepin’s ridiculous predicaments, like a cow that
gives lemonade! The mock serious commentary
sets the proper mood, peppered with sly humor
that will appeal to older readers, as well as the
read-aloud set. (9-12)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

L
E

A
C

O
N

U
N

N
IÑ

O



12

S
ci
en

ce
Fi
ct

ion
&Fantasy

Peter and the Starcatchers
Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 

A fast-paced, impossible-to-put-down adventure 
of the orphan Peter and his mates as they are 
dispatched aboard the ship Never Land. An adven-
ture that includes pirates, wild storms, a mysterious
trunk, and ultimately the magic that transforms 
Peter into the beloved Peter Pan. (all ages)

Hyperion Books for Children $17.99

The Spiderwick Chronicles
The Wrath of Mulgarath
Holly Black and Tony DiTerlizzi

The fifth and final book in the 1st Spiderwick
series, the bestselling serial “must now finish
what malice has begun.” Will it be the Grace
kids or Mulgarath who will be left standing
on the last page? (7-12)

Simon & Schuster $9.95

The Anybodies
N.E. Bode, illustrated by Peter Ferguson

When Fern discovers that she was switched at birth,
she is delighted to be free of her dull parents and
head off on an adventure with Bone, her real father.
Suspense, intrigue, mystery, and a bit of magic
abound! (10-13)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

The Supernaturalist
Eoin Colfer

Cosmo Hill makes his escape from the home for
“parentally challenged” boys only to find himself
embroiled in a world of private police, racing gangs,
and corporate cover-up. An exciting futuristic tale.
(10 and up)

Hyperion Books for Children $16.95

Lionboy: 
The Chase
Zizou Corder

In this second adventure, Charlie
and his lion friends make it safely to

Venice only to find that it is not the promised haven and their nemesis, Rafi,
is in hot pursuit. Rousing page-turner. (10 and up)

Dial Books for Young Readers $15.99

Dragon Rider
Cornelia Funke

When their peaceful valley is threatened, the
dragons must find a home where they will be
safe forever. Together with the navigation 
skills of the orphaned Ben, their quest becomes
a battle for survival. (8 and up)

The Chicken House $12.95

The Sea of Trolls
Nancy Farmer

The year is A.D. 793 when Jack and his 
little sister, Lucy, are nabbed by a band of
berserkers. Enslaved by Olaf One-Brow and
accompanied by the mysterious crow, Bold
Heart, they are swept up into an adventure-
quest filled with dragons, giant spiders, 
trolls, and giants. Both exciting and amusing.
(10-13)

Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers $17.95
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No Time Like Show Time
A New Hermux Tantamoq 
Adventure
Michael Hoeye

When Hermux, the mouse, receives a 
threatening message, he realizes he alone
must save the day, the theater, his new
friends, and get the girl. A third installment
that is rich with great descriptions and witty
dialogue. (9 and up)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons $14.99

Children of the Lamp
The Akhenaten Adventure
P.B. Kerr

Twelve-year-old twins, Philippa and John, learn 
how to harness their newly discovered powers with
the help of their fellow djinn, Uncle Nimrod. Soon
enough, they embark on a journey to locate a long
lost pharaoh and his tomb. (9-12)

Orchard Books $16.95

Measle and the Wrathmonk
Ian Ogilvy

As the ward of a guardian with magical powers,
Measle finds himself on the wrong end of one of
Basil’s spells. Shrunken to half an inch tall, Measle
becomes the hero of a model train world which is pop-
ulated with others who have fallen under the same
spell. An adventurous, original tale. (9-12)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

The Edge Chronicles: 
Beyond the Deepwoods
Paul Stewart, illustrated by Chris Riddell

Although young Twig lives in the Deepwoods 
with the Woodtrolls, he is not one of them. In an
attempt to discover his roots, Twig sets out into the
Edge, bravely facing even the horrible Gloamglozer
so that he might pursue this quest. (9 and up)

Random House $12.95

Gifts
Ursula K. LeGuin

The families of the Uplands possess magical gifts
which are often abused. Two young people decide
not to use their gifts in an attempt to turn away
from the attraction of power and to find, in the
world’s darkness, gifts of light. (12 and up)

Harcourt Children’s Books $17.00

The Golem’s Eye
Jonathan Stroud

A second adventure in the Bartimaeus trilogy pits
Nathaniel and Bartimaeus with the fearsome
golem which is wrecking mayhem on London.
Magic and intrigue abound! (10 and up)

Hyperion Books for Children $17.95

Enna Burning
Shannon Hale

Longing for a simple life, Enna is confronted
with a mysterious power that starts fires with-
out spark or flint.  Is it for good or evil? Will it
aid Enna and her friend, the princess Isi, cure
the wars that are raging in their country and
within themselves? (10 and up)

Bloomsbury USA $17.95
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What If You Met a Pirate?
Jan Adkins

Pirate ships, pirate life, and all things pirate— are
brought to life in this appealing book. Adkins is a
master of combining words, pictures, and graphic
design to illumininate a subject that is of enduring
interest. (6-9)

Roaring Brook Press $15.95

By My
Brother’s Side
Tiki and Ronde
Barber with Robert
Burleigh, illustrated
by Barry Root

Growing up, football stars Tiki and Ronde Barber,
were twins who were also best friends. Even though
they were not the strongest or the biggest at school,
they worked hard. When a bike accident threatened
to keep Tiki out of football, Ronde stood by him and
they made the team together. (6-10)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

What’s Your Angle, Pythagoras?
Julie Ellis, illustrated by Phyllis Hornung

Young Pythagoras can’t seem to stay out 
of trouble.  What’s a curious kid to do? 
On a trip to Egypt, Pythagoras’ curiosity
helps him discover the secret of the right 
triangle. A clever introduction to the
Pythagorean Theorem. (7-10)

Charlesbridge Publishing (pb)  $6.95

Mummies, Pyramids, and Pharaohs
A Book About Ancient Egypt
Gail Gibbons

Travel back in time to visit one of the world’s oldest
civilizations and bring this incredible culture to life
with clear, simple text plus vivid watercolors. What
young reader isn’t amazed by the wonders of ancient
Egypt? (4-8)

Little Brown & Co. $16.95

It’s Perfectly Normal
Changing Bodies, Growing Up, Sex, 
and Sexual Health
Robie Harris

It’s Perfectly Normal marks its tenth anniversary
with a thoroughly updated edition that includes the
latest information. ALA Notable Book, ABC Choices
Award, NY Times Notable Book, SLJ Best Book of
the Year. (10 and up)

Candlewick Press $10.99

Random
House
$16.95

A Woman for President
The Story of Victoria Woodhull
Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Jane Dyer

Victoria Woodhull, all but forgotten by history,
was in fact one of the most revolutionary
American women. Her nomination by the 
Equal Rights Party as the first female candidate 
for President was only one of her many achieve-
ments. (7-12)

Walker & Company $16.95

The
Boy on Fairfield Street
How Ted Geisel Grew Up to Become 
Dr. Seuss
Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Steve Johnson

Now young fans can get inside the world of
Theodore Geisel.  A child of German immigrants,
son of a zoo director, plus an inborn sense of humor
combined to feed the wild imagination of the man
who became the beloved Dr. Seuss. (6-12)

Actual
Size
Steve Jenkins

How big is a
crocodile?
What about 

a tiger, or the world’s largest spider? Facts and 
figures don’t always tell the whole story. You need
to see them at their actual size. A visually stunning
book. (all ages)

Houghton Mifflin $16.00
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Look at
My Book
How Kids
Can Write

& Illustrate
Terrific Books
Loreen Leedy

With the help of some spunky and humorous char-
acters, Loreen Leedy tells kids everything they need
to do to become authors, illustrators, editors, and
designers of their own fantastic books. (4-8)

Holiday House, Inc. $16.95

Building Big
David Macaulay

David Macaulay gets readers thinking about 
everyday structures. “If ever a book were destined to
inspire a future generation of engineers and design-
ers, it would be this volume.” ✪ PW, ✪ SLJ (9 and
up)

Houghton Mifflin (pb)  $12.95

Remember
The Journey to School Integration
Toni Morrison

Pulitzer prize winner and Nobel Laureate, Toni
Morrison, has collected a treasure chest of archival
photographs to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of school desegregation. These images serve as an
inspiration
for her fic-

tional
account of
the dialogue
and emo-
tions of the
children
who lived
during this
era. (9 and up)

Houghton Mifflin $18.00

sity. (7-10)

Kids Can Press
$16.95

Greenwillow
Books $17.99

Tree of Life
The Incredible Biodiversity of Life on Earth
Rochelle Strauss, illustrated by Margot Thompson

Since humans count as only one leaf on the tree of
life, we have lots to learn from the millions of other
forms of life. A child-friendly introduction to biodiver-

Once Upon a Starry Night
A Book of Constellations
Jacqueline Mitton, illustrated by Christina Balit

Poetic text and illustrations highlighted by shimmer-
ing stars, combine seamlessly to tell the stories of
ten men and women of classical Greek mythology
and how their names became associated with the
constellations that decorate the heavens. (7 and up)

National Geographic $16.95

Scholastic
Children’s
Encyclopedia
Scholastic

New, interactive,
up-to-date informa-
tion that encour-
ages children to
question. Contains

600 entries, 2,000 full-color illustrations, comprehen-
sive bonus features, and more. (8 and up)

Scholastic Press $24.95
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Train of States
Peter Sis

As the 
students are studying the US, a train goes by their window pulling a
most amazing train. Each car, inspired by the Circus World Museum,
represents a state, celebrating the famous, the symbolic, and the his-
toric moments of each state. All Aboard! (6 and up)
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The Fire-Eaters
David Almond 

At the height of the cold war, young Bobby Burns also
has family worries on his mind. Together with friends,
including the fire-eater, Bobby learns to believe in 
miracles. “A tale so marvelously told that it seems a
shame to label it only for children.” The London
Telegraph (12  and up)

Random House $15.95

Beekman’s
Big Deal
Michael de
Guzman

Beekman O’Day
and his father
have finally
landed in a 
perfect place,
but Beekman

worries that his father’s
shenanigans will force them to move on again. With
help from his friends, Beekman gets his father to face
reality and settle down. (12 and up)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

The Truth About Forever
Sarah Dessen

During the summer to be filled with a library
job and SAT preparation, Macy’s carefully
planned life gets re-defined, along with her
definition of “friend” and “family”…and 
“forever.” (12 and up)

Viking Children’s Books $16.99

A Northern Light
Jennifer Donnelly

Sixteen-year-old Mattie is asked to burn a packet of
letters for a hotel guest where she works. When the
guest drowns in the lake, Mattie discovers that the
letters may reveal the truth. Michael L. Printz Award
Honor book, ALA Top Ten, PW Best Book of the Year,
Parents Choice. (14 and up)

Harcourt Children’s Books (pb)  $7.95

Saving
Francesca
Melina Marchetta

A story about the
struggle between
Francesca and her
mother and what 
her mother thinks is
best for Francesca.

When her mother needs help, it is Francesca who
discovers the strength to save both her family and
her friends. (12 and up)

Random House $15.95

Vote for
Larry
Janet Tashjian

What starts
out as a cam-
paign to get
the younger
population to
vote, turns into a run for the presidency. Can
Larry really take on George Bush? (12  and up)

Henry Holt and Company $16.95

Fish
L.S. Matthews

Because of drought and civil unrest, the boy and his
family must leave the village where they had been
sent to provide aid to the villagers. A subtle and
sophisticated exploration of life, the strength of
humanity, and survival in an unforgiving world.
(12 and up)

Random House $14.95

One of Those Hideous Books 
Where the Mother Dies
Sonya Sones

After the death of her mother, Ruby reluctantly
moves to Hollywood to live with her Oscar-winning
father, a man she has never even met. A tragic 
incident brings a new understanding between father
and daughter. The free-verse poetic narrative traces
the ups and downs of Ruby’s new life. (12 and up)

Simon & Schuster $15.95

Here Today
Ann Martin

The year is 1963 and Eleanor Roosevelt
Dingman finds much of her life beyond her
control. She discovers that with the attempts 
to keep her life together, there are some 
things she has to lose. (12 and up)

Scholastic Press $16.95
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ksWynken,

Blynken,
and Nod
Eugene W. Field,
illustrated by
David McPhail

Embark on a magical journey into the night sky
where three fishermen sail in a wooden shoe, 
capture stars in nets of silver and gold, and laugh
with the moon. (2-5)

Cartwheel Books $15.95

Counting Our Way to the 100th Day!
Betsy Franco, illustrated by Steven Salerno

One hundred poems and 100 pictures to celebrate
the 100th day of school. These poems can be read
either as a poem-per-day—counting up from the 
first day of school all the way to the big day—or just
pored through for fun. (4-8)

Margaret K. McElderry Books $15.95

Museum
123
Metropolitan
Museum of
Art

A simple and elegant counting book from the
Metropolitan Museum of Art introduces children to
numbers and counting. Using famous artwork, 
children are guided on number searches. (4 and up)

Little Brown & Co. $15.99

Hot Potato
Mealtime Rhymes
Selected by Neil Philip, illustrated by Claire Henley

Mouth-watering illustrations make this a delicious
collection of classic and contemporary poets,
including Lewis Carroll, Mary Ann Hoberman, and
A.A. Milne. Sure to please even the pickiest of
readers, at mealtime or anytime. (3-6)

Clarion Books $16.00

What Does Peace Feel Like?
Vladimir Radunsky

Maybe peace tastes like ice cream, or
sounds like all hearts beating together,
or feels like a hug. Readers can experi-
ence the universal language of peace
from a new perspective—through the
eyes of other children from around the
world. (all ages)

Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers $14.95

America the Beautiful
Robert Sabuda

From the highly acclaimed pop-up
illustrator comes a book based on
the treasured anthem, “America the
Beautiful.” Sabuda’s trademark
white pop-ups on richly hued back-
grounds represent America from
sea to shining sea.  (all ages)

Little Simon $26.95

Doodler Doodling
Rita Golden Gelman, illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky

Twenty-one words are illustrated by the doodler 
who is doodling. A totally original, surprising, 
laugh-out-loud-funny picture book about imagina-
tion, language…and doodles. (5 and up)

Greenwillow Books $15.99

God Bless the Child
Billie Holiday, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney

A picture book interpretation of the song performed by
the legendary jazz vocalist, Billie Holiday, in 1939.
Pinkney has chosen to depict a family moving north
from the rural south at the height of the Great Migration
to jobs in the north. (all ages)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.99

Skin Again
bell hooks, illustrated by Chris
Raschka

Celebrating all that makes us unique
and different, Skin Again offers new
ways to talk about race and identity.
Race matters, but only so much—
what’s most important is who we are
on the inside. (4-8)

Hyperion Books 
for Children $16.99

Monkey Business
Wallace Edwards

Familiar sayings are re-imag-
ined in hilarious and unexpect-
ed ways. From “opening a can
of worms” to “putting your 
best foot forward” with unfor-
gettable illustrations of well-
known idioms. (7 and up)

Kids Can Press $16.95
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Each Peach
Pear Plum
Janet Ahlberg, illustrated by Allan Ahlberg

25th anniversary edition of the beloved and engaging
adaptation of “I Spy.” 1978 Kate Greenaway Medal
and ALA Notable Book. 

Viking Children’s Books $14.99
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Jenny and the 
Cat Club
Esther Averill

A collection containing
five favorite stories about
Jenny and the other 
members of the Cat Club.
In the character of Jenny,

readers find a true, loyal, and honest friend. (5-8)

New York Review of Books $16.95

Crispin, The 
Cross of Lead
Avi

A fast-moving combina-
tion of mystery, historical
fiction, and a coming-of-
age tale. Winner of 2003
Newbery Medal, ALA
Notable Children’s Book,
NY Times Best Seller, PW Best Seller. (8-12)

Hyperion Books for Children (pb)  $6.99

The Aminal
Lorna Balian

Back in print is a long
time favorite tale of a boy
and his giant green 
“aminal” monster. (2-5)

Star Bright Books $15.95

Cloudy with
a Chance of
Meatballs
Judi Barrett,
illustrated by 
Ron Barrett

25th anniversary edition of a wild weather
day, NY Times Best Illustrated Book of the
Year (4-7)

Simon & Schuster (pb)  $5.99

Ella Sarah 
Gets Dressed
Margaret Chodos-
Irvine

Despite all the advice
from her family, Ella
Sarah insists on
wearing her wildly, bright outfit. 2004 Caldecott
Honor. (3-5)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

Tale of
Despereaux
Kate diCamillo,
illustrated by Timothy
Basil Ering

Tales of adventure
with characters that have exciting dreams, starring
Despereaux, a little mouse with big ears.Winner of
the 2004 Newbery Medal; ALA Notable Children’s
Book; PW Best Book of the Year; ✪ Booklist,
✪Kirkus, ✪PW, ✪SLJ. (5 and up)

Candlewick Press $17.99

The Ear, The Eye
and the Arm
Nancy Farmer

Weaving African tribal
language and lore into
an imaginative fantasy
quest by three children
who seek reality
beyond boundaries of
their protective father. 1995 Newbery Honor, ALA
Best Book, Parents Choice, ✪ PW (12 and up)

Scholastic Press $9.95

My Father’s
Dragon
Ruth Stiles Gannett,
illustrated by Ruth
Chrisman Gannett

Fantastical tale of the
rescue of a flying baby
dragon by a young boy and his cat. 
Newbery Honor. (4-8)

Random House (pb)  $5.99

When the Sky 
Is Like Lace
Elinor Lander Horwitz,
illustrated by Barbara
Cooney

A whimsical story filled
with magical times
described by magical words and luminous 
paintings. (3-7)

Viking Children’s Books $19.99

Redwall
Brian Jacques

One of the most
beloved fantasies of
our time, the young
mouse, Martin the
Warrior, battles to
save Redwall from the
evil rat, Cluny. (10 and up)

Philomel Books (pb)  $7.99

The Catwings
Collection
Ursula K. LeGuin,
illustrated by S.D.
Schindler

Award-winning stories
about the Catwings 
family are brought
together so that readers
can follow all the adventures of the winged cats who
escaped the dirt and danger of the big city. (7-10)

Scholastic Press (pb)  $15.99

The Pop-Up Mice 
of Mr. Brice
Theo. LeSieg 
(aka Dr. Seuss)

Explore concepts through a
cornucopia of flaps and pop-ups. 
A classic Seuss. (5-8)

Random House $16.00

The Doll People
Collection
Ann Martin & Laura
Godwin, illustrated by
Brian Selznick

Two books make up the fast-paced adventure from
a doll’s point of view. Includes The Doll People (PW
and SLJ Best Book, ALA Notable) and The Meanest
Doll in the World. (8-12)

Hyperion Books for Children $24.99

Make Way for
McCloskey
A Robert McCloskey
Treasury
Robert McCloskey

McCloskey’s timeless stories have delighted
and reassured generations of children. Two-time
Caldecott winner and named a Living Legend by
The Library of Congress. (3 and up)

Viking Children’s Books $25.00
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Featured Favorities
The Helen
Oxenbury
Nursery
Collection
Helen Oxenbury

A collection that
brings together a wealth of nursery stories and
rhymes.  (0-3)

Random House $19.95

The Icky Bug
Alphabet
Book 
Jerry Pallotta,
illustrated by
Ralph Masiello

A book that helps
children discover why “icky” bugs are both fascinat-
ing and useful. (2-5)

Charlesbridge Publishing (pb)  $6.95

Good Night,
Gorilla
Peggy
Rathmann

An oversized
board book version of a bed-time favorite filled with 
humorous details as the zookeeper puts the animals
to bed. ✪ Horn Book (1-4)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons (bd)  $11.99

I am a Bunny
Richard Scarry

Follow little bunny through 
the seasons. PW Bestselling
Hardcover Children’s book. 
(0-3)

Random House (bd)  $5.99

Rain Makes
Applesauce
Julian Scheer

Picture book of non-
sense verse. 1964
Caldecott Honor, ✪SLJ

(5-8)

Holiday House, Inc. $16.95

G is for Googol
A Math Alphabet Book
David M. Schwartz,
illustrated by Marissa Moss

Each math term is defined
with accessible discussion and entertaining illustra-
tions. ALA Notable Book, ABC Choices Award,
Smithsonian Notable Book. (8 and up)

Tricycle Press $15.95

Where the
Sidewalk Ends
30 Anniversary
Special Edition
Shel Silverstein

A classic collection of
hilarious children’s
verse containing 12 new poems. ALA Notable Book,
NY Times Outstanding Book of the Year. (5 and up)

HarperCollins Publishers $17.99

Stargirl
Jerry Spinelli

Compelling tale of the rise
and fall of a high school
girl’s popularity. ALA Top

Ten Best Book for Young
Adults, PW Choice Best Books of the Year. (10 and
up)

Random House (pb)  $6.99

So You Want to 
Be President?
Judith St. George,
illustrated by David Small 

Updated with current 
facts to include George W.
Bush. 2001 Caldecott Medal. (9 and up)

Philomel Books $17.99

Shabanu: Daughter
of the Wind
Suzanne Fisher Staples

Coming-of-age story set in
the deserts of modern
Pakistan where strong-
willed Shabanu must live
by the old rules. 1990
Newbery Honor. (12 and up)

Random House (pb)  $6.50

Doctor De Soto
William Steig

Doctor De Soto, a 
compassionate and
clever mouse-dentist,
outwits a fox with a

toothache and an appetite. 1983 Newbery Honor.
(4-7)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (pb)  $6.95

The Gardener
Sarah Stewart, illustrated
by David Small

During the Depression,
Lydia Grace spends the
summer with her uncle,
filling his life with flow-
ers. 1998 Caldecott Honor. (5-8)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (pb)  $6.95

The Monster at
the End of this
Book
Jon Stone, illustrated by
Michael Smollin

Lovable, furry old Grover is completely unaware 
that he is considered a monster. Beloved classic by
generations of kids. (3-5)

Random House $8.99

The Polar
Express
Chris Van Allsburg

Magical train ride to
the North Pole.
1986 Caldecott Medal, NY Times Best Illustrated
Book (all ages)

Houghton Mifflin $18.95

Don’t Let the
Pigeon Drive
the Bus!
Mo Willems

Meet the persistent
pigeon with a dream
to drive the bus.
2004 Caldecott Honor, ✪SLJ, ✪Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books, ✪Booklist (2-6)

Hyperion Books for Children $12.99
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Move over, Eloise and Olivia. 
Make room for Skippyjon Jones, 
a Siamese kittenboy who can’t
resign himself to being an ordinary
cat. Having a time-out in his room,
he resorts to his imagination.
Taking on the superhero persona 
of the great Spanish sword fighter
Skippito, he has the adventure of
his life, and readers are invited
along. Zany, wild, and over-the-
top, this utterly original book truly
begs to be read aloud. Olé! (5-8)

Dutton Children’s Books $15.99

Chosen by the Independent Children’s Booksellers 

BEST
READ ALOUD

Book of  the Year 2004
Recipient 

of the

2004
E.B. White

The Association of Booksellers for Children (ABC) is a national organization made up of
independent children’s booksellers. The E.B.White Read Aloud Award, established in
2004, honors a book that reflects the universal read aloud standards that were established
by the work of the author E.B White in his classic books for children: Charlotte’s Web,
Stuart Little, and The Trumpet of the Swan. ABC members choose one book each year for
distinction based on its universal appeal as a “terrific” read aloud book for children.

© Charlotte’s Web copyright 1952 by E.B. White. Text copyright © renewed
1980 by E.B. White. Illustration copyright © renewed 1980 by Estate of

Garth Williams. Used with permission of HarperCollins Publishers.


