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The Association of Booksellers for Children is a national
membership association that offers a support network
for professional independent children’s booksellers 
who share the goal of encouraging quality and service
within the children’s book industry. 

Prices are subject to change without notice. Paperback
editions (pb) are listed when available, suggested 
ages are indicated in parentheses following book

descriptions. Abbreviations: PW for Publisher’s Weekly,
SLJ for School Library Journal, and ALA for American 
Library Association. If books are out of stock, ask your
independent bookstore to order them.

Published by the Association of Booksellers for Children; 
Volume XIII, September, 2003

Catalog editor: Anne Irish  •  Catalog design and layout: 
Susan Kummer and Lorraine Ortner–Blake

The Most Important 20 Minutes of your Day… Read with a Child
is the literacy initiative of the Association of Booksellers for Children. This initiative is part of a larger
national campaign to promote the value of reading as an essential building block to the cognitive,
emotional, and social development of the individual. The ABC Choices for Children Catalog supports this
national literacy campaign by providing suggestions for outstanding books, chosen by a committee of
children’s booksellers. The catalog also includes the 2003 ABC Choices Award Winners, elected by the
membership of The Association of Booksellers for Children, independent bookstores across the nation.

Books by cover artist, Michael Garland

Alove of 
reading 
and a

strong ability to

read can be a 

compass leading

children to the

information they

need to survive or

to live better, and

leading them to a

view of themselves 

and others that

reaches toward 

the horizon.

—  A Parent’s

Guide : 

How to Get

Your Child to

Love Reading

Esmé Raji

Codell

Miss
Smith’s
Incredible
Storybook
Michael
Garland

Miss Smith
has a knack
for telling
tales—when
she reads to
the class

from her incredible book, the stories seem to 
literally spring to life. Chaos erupts when the
principal reads from the magic storybook and
Zack has to save the day. Dazzling, action-
packed artwork showcases a tale of high
adventure inspired by the magic of reading 
and one spectacular teacher. (5-7)

Dutton Children’s Books $16.00

Mystery
Manson 
Michael
Garland

Tommy’s Aunt
Jeanne has
invited him 
for a visit, 
but when he
arrives at 
her Victorian
mansion, there
is no sign of

her—except for the mysterious rhyming clues
he finds as he is led from room to room on a
wild and magical search. The treasure-hunt 
plot offers intriguing hidden pictures and clues
that lead to a happy surprise ending. (5-8) A
Look Again Book

Dutton Children’s Books (pb) $16.00

The
President
and Mom’s
Apple Pie
Michael
Garland

It’s 1909 and
President
Taft’s train
pulls into
town. Rather
than meet 

the cheering crowd, the President asks to be 
led to the source of a delicious aroma wafting
over the area. A boy leads him through the
town with its many delectable offerings, but
eventually to Mom and her apple pie. (4-7)

Penguin Putnam Group $15.99

A Parent’s Guide : How to Get Your Child to Love Reading
Esmé Raji Codell

A treasure trove of ideas to help build the bridge between home and school
using children’s literature. A recipe for success: title suggestions for all sorts 
of subjects, craft ideas, techniques for reading aloud, enrichment ideas for
reluctant readers, exciting ways to reward reading progress, and so much
more. “She proves that reading is more than a skill. It’s an adventure.” (adult)

Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill (pb) $18.95

. .
. .

Re
ad with a child . . . Los 20 minutos más importantes de su día . . . The most important 20 minutes of your day . .

.
.

An Elf for Christmas $15.99

Christmas City $15.99

Christmas Magic $16.99

The Mouse Before Christmas (pb) $6.99

Published by Penguin Putman Group“

”

These books by Michael Garland, are also available:
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Three
Questions
Jon Muth

Jon Muth has refashioned a story by Leo
Tolstoy about the search for the answer 
to three of life’s important questions. In Muth’s
retelling it is a young boy, Nikolai, who is
asking these questions of his friends—a heron,
a monkey, and a dog. When they are of no
help, he turns to Leo, the wise old turtle. With
Leo’s guidance, Nikolai is able to find the
answers within himself by doing good deeds
that lead to inner peace. (7-10)

Scholastic Inc. $16.95

Duck on 
a Bike
David Shannon

Even though Duck thinks riding a red bike
is most exciting, his barnyard companions
variously think him either out of his wits or
a tremendous show-off. But suddenly fate
deals them a barnyard full of bikes and the
result is a freewheeling, hilarious romp.
Varying perspectives and animal sounds
make this a favorite lap book. (4-8)

Blue Sky $15.95

Hug
Jez Alborough

Bobo, the baby chimpanzee, searches
through the jungle for his mother and her
reassuring “hug.” Along the way, he finds
others enjoying hugs from their own
mothers. Finally his search is rewarded.
Using only one word, the expressive 
illustrations tell the whole story. (1-3)

Hug Book & Toy Gift Set
Candlewick $6.99

Snowmen at Night
Caralyn Buehner, illustrated by Mark Buehner

Have you ever wondered about the secret life
of snowmen? Using clever verse and magical,
exuberant illustrations, the mystery is solved.
The boxed set includes a plush version of the
snowman hero and a board book edition. (2-6)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

BABIES AND TODDLERS

Courage
Bernard Waber

Waber explores the varied kinds of
courage from daring rescues to the
everyday kinds of courage like going to
bed without a nightlight in a celebration
of life’s moments, big and small, that
bring out the hero in each of us. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Dear 
Mrs. LaRue

Mark Teague

Ike LaRue tries
everything to
return home
from obedience
school to his 
creature comforts
and the company

of his owner, Mrs. LaRue. What Ike 
portrays in his weepy letters home and
the reality of his camp experience are
hilariously juxtaposed in split screen 
visuals. He escapes to Snort City in the
nick of time to save Mrs. LaRue. (5-8)

Scholastic Inc. $15.95

A Story
for Bear
Dennis
Haseley,
illustrated
by Jim
LaMarche

After finding curious scraps of an old letter,
the bear is led to a young woman who
unlocks for him the mysterious world of
words. He returns day after day to hear the
woman read stories of sailors, goddesses, and
far-off places. A magical fantasy combined
with luminous illustrations celebrating the 
joys of reading. (4-8)

Harcourt Children’s Books $15.95

PICTURE BOOKS PICTURE BOOKS

Clap Your Hands
David Ellwand

Photographer David Ellwand takes the
popular and well-known song “If You Are
Happy and You Know It” and gives it a
delightful twist by using antique bears to
illustrate the verse. The oversized format
gives the toddler views of the teddies that
make them seem real. (1-3)

Handprint $9.95

Gossie
Olivier Dunrea

Meet Gossie, a small yellow gosling 
who loves to wear bright red boots—
every day. When she can't find her
beloved boots, she looks high and low.
Preschoolers will enjoy helping Gossie
find her red boots and delight in where
Gossie finally finds them. (1-3)

Houghton Mifflin Children’s Books $9.95
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Stand Tall
Joan Bauer

Because he 
is 6' 3" and
growing, 
12 year-old
Tree is
expected to
both do more
than he is able and act older than his
age. Many of his problems have a
humorous edge, but when real disaster
strikes, Tree has the courage to match
his size. As always, Bauer has an important
and insightful message for kids. (12 & up)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

Hoot
Carl Hiaasen

When Roy
moves to
Florida, he
meets a boy
who is fighting
to keep a 
small owl 

from extinction and decides to
join in the crusade. While 
on this journey, they meet the likes of
potty-trained alligators, a renegade
eco-avenger, and several extremely 
poisonous snakes. (9-12) 

Alfred A. Knopf $15.95 

A Corner of
the Universe
Ann M. Martin

Hattie Owen
thought the 
summer was
going to be just
like any other—
helping her mother
with the boarding
house and working

alongside her painter father. Until her
Uncle Adam returns. Adam suffers from
mental illness and the compassionate
Hattie finds bonds that are part care-giver,
mother, and friend. There are painful
challenges as she faces not only some
mean-spirited people of her small town,
but her own fears as well. (11-13)

Scholastic Inc. $15.95

The Sands 
of Time: A
Hermux
Tantamoq
Adventure
Michael Hoeye

Armed with a
map of the royal
library of a 
prehistoric kingdom of cats provided by 
a mysterious old chipmunk, Hermux
Tantamoq, mild-mannered watchmaker—
and mouse, sets off to unravel the secrets
of cats. Did they ever exist? The answer
lies buried in the tomb in the sands of time.
PW, starred review. (10 & up)

Penguin Putnam Group (pb) $6.99
Listening library (audio) $26.00

EARLY READERS 
Grades 1-3

MIDDLE GRADE READERS 
Grades 4-6

YOUNG ADULT
Grades 7-12

Gooney Bird
Greene
Lois Lowry,
illustrated by
Middy Thomas

From the
moment of 
her arrival at
Watertower
Elementary
School, Gooney
Bird Greene captures the imagination of her
fellow 2nd graders with her unique outfits,
her unusual lunches, and her talent for 
storytelling. A celebration of the extraordinary
events in everyday life. (7-9)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Judy Moody
Saves the
World
Megan
McDonald,
illustrated by
Peter Reynolds

Intrigued by science, third grader Judy Moody
decides that she is destined to save the world.
She enters all sorts of contests, stands up for
the rights of endangered species, and even
devises a plan to save the rainforest. Many
humorous and charming moments. (7-10)

Candlewick Press $15.99

This Gum 
for Hire
Bruce  Hale

Herman the Gila
Monster, arch
enemy, is the
prime suspect as
one by one the
football players begin to disappear. Herman
decides to call on Chet Gecko to clear his
name. Chet and his partner, Natalie Attired,
must solve the case fast or face the wrath of
Herman the Gila Monster. (7-9)

Harcourt Children’s Books (pb) $4.95

The House of
the Scorpion 
Nancy Farmer

Around every
turn in this
vivid, futuristic
adventure is a
heart-stopping
surprise with
unforgettable 
consequences. 
Matt, the friendless, beastly boy; and 
El Patron, lord of a country called Opium,
share more than their surroundings, they
share identical DNA. As Matt struggles to
understand his existence, he is threatened
by sinister and dangerous circumstances
and must sort out the complex problems
of right and wrong. (12-15)

Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers $17.95

The Thief Lord  
Cornelia Funke

Prosper and Bo
are orphans on
the run, hiding in
Venice from their
cruel aunt and
uncle. Scipio, a 13
year-old boy who
calls himself the Thief Lord, takes them
into his “family” of homeless children
where they support themselves with the
spoils of petty crime. When the Thief Lord
takes on a bigger job, the stakes are
raised as the children get involved in an
exciting and magical adventure which will
change their lives forever. (10 & up)

Chicken House $16.95



If the World Were 
a Village
David Smith,
illustrated by 
Shelagh Armstrong

By imagining the
whole world as a 
village of just 100
people, children will
discover that life in other nations is often
very different from their own. The shrunk-down
statistics—some surprising, some shocking—
will encourage readers to embrace the bigger
picture and help them to establish their own
place in the global village. (6-10)

Kids Can Press $15.95
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Philadelphia Chickens
Sandra Boynton and Michael Ford

This family musical in a book combines
a full-color songbook of illustrated 
story poems with a full-length, fully
orchestrated CD of original songs sung
by well-known celebrities. A sing-along,
dance-along, cluck-along for both children
and their parents. NY Times bestseller. (1-5)

Workman Publishing $16.95

Museum
ABC
Metropolitan
Museum of
Art

Museum 
ABC is a
unique 
and colorful

picture book that introduces children to
more than a hundred works of art by using
the alphabet. A full spread is devoted to
each letter of the alphabet and four pictures
of the object represented. This simple 
presentation scheme allows readers to see
how objects can be both same and different
in the eyes of various artists, cultures, and
time periods. (all ages)

Little, Brown & Company $16.95

Fireboat: The Heroic Adventures of the
John J. Harvey
Maira Kalman

Fireboat revisits the tragedy of September 11 in
New York City without the terror of the event
and celebrates the pride of the firefighting 
profession. A child-sensitive presentation that
is both exciting and uplifting. PW, starred
review; SLJ Best Book, Booklist starred review,
and many more honors. (4-7)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

19 Varieties
of Gazelle
Naomi Shihab
Nye

With a foot in
both worlds,
Naomi Shihab
Nye has been
writing about
the Middle
East all of her life. For the first time, this
volume collects all of her poems about
the Middle East, about peace, and about
being an Arab-American in the U.S.
Nourishing, haunting, and hopeful—here
is a timeless and timely book. (12-15)

Greenwillow Books $16.95

FOLKTALES, POETRY, THE ARTS & SPECIAL SUBJECTS NON-FICTION
History, Biography, Social Studies, 

Math & Science

Confucius:
The Golden
Rule
Russell
Freedman,
illustrated by
Frederic
Clement

In an 
accessible
biography 

of a man who has influenced politics, 
education, and spirituality both in the 
east and the west, Confucius emerges as a
muli-faceted historical figure. The elegant
paintings lend a suitably ancient aura. “The
world today could hardly do better than to
ponder the wisdom of this sage.” (9-12)

Scholastic Inc. $15.95
Moonbeams,
Dumplings
& Dragon
Boats
Nina Simonds
& Leslie
Swartz,
Children’s
Museum of
Boston,
illustrated by
Meilo So 

Five sections each feature a Chinese 
holiday and include a history and the 
traditional customs, a story with the 
holiday theme, several recipes, crafts and
games. Step-by-step illustrations explain
the preparation. English titles are 
supplemented with Chinese calligraphy
and a pronounciation guide. (4-8)

When
Marian
Sang
Pam
Muñoz
Ryan,
illustrated by Brian Selznick

The life of the great African-American
singer is crafted within the metaphor of
the Metropolitan Opera stage. As the
book opens, the curtain pulls back to
reveal Marian as a young girl singing in 
a street scene. It proceeds to show the 
trials she endured to overcome racial
prejudice and become the first African-
American to perform at the Metropolitan
Opera. A brilliant collaboration between
author and illustrator. (9 & up)

Scholastic Inc. $16.95

Scranimals
Jack Prelutsky, illustrated by Peter Sis

Traveling on a yellow scooter, two young
explorers journey through the land of
Scranimal Island, populated by scranimals
of all kinds. What dangerous, funny, or
mischievous adventures will they have
when a shark is scrambled with a radish 
or a chicken with spinach? (5-7)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.99
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Talkin’
About
Bessie
Nikki
Grimes,
illustrated
by E.B.
Lewis

While 
this is a
fictionalized
account of Bessie Coleman, the
world’s first licensed African-American
female pilot, much is based on facts in
Bessie’s life. It is told through 21 poetic
vignettes delivered as eulogies at her
funeral following a plane accident. The
illustrations perfectly mirror the eulogizer
and the events they are describing. (4-8)

Orchard Books $16.95

So You
Want to
be an
Inventor?
Judith 
St. George,
illustrated
by David
Small

Children are introduced to various
inventors, their inventions, and what it
takes to be an inventor through sketches
of well-known inventors. The detailed,
whimsical illustrations further provide
bits of information. The clear message is
that one must not only be inventive, but
also a dreamer. “Don’t worry if people
laugh at you.” (9-12)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

Sam’s
Opposites
Yves Got 

This new 
colorful 
collection of
words and
images 
featuring the
adorable Sam,
introduces children to the important
preschool concept of opposites. The 28
pairs of opposites include hello/good-bye,
serious/silly, hot/cold and many more.
Young children will agree that Sam makes
opposites fun! (1-4)

Chronicle Books (board) $9.95

NON-FICTION
(Continued)

Yip! Snap! Yap!
Charles Fuge

Join in with this barking dog: Arf! Woof!
Ruff! Then turn the page to make 
more noise and do some doggy stuff!
This book is sure to cause a ruckus as
toddlers get acquainted with their inner
doggies. Durable pages will stand up to
repeat readings (and chewings). (1-3)

Tricycle Press (board) $6.95

Good Night, Sam
Marie-Louise Gay

Sam can’t sleep without his beloved dog, Fred. But where
could he be? Sam knows that Fred is afraid of the dark, of
the monster that lives in the closet, and of the giant toad

that lurks downstairs. Luckily, his sister Stella is there to help with the search. (2-5)

Groundwood $14.95

Hey Diddle
Diddle
James
Marshall

A cow
needn’t
jump 
terribly high
to make 
it over the
moon—

especially a plumpish cow—when the
moon is far away on the horizon line.
Such is the sly, one-of-a-kind comic 
treatment James Marshall gives this
enduring popular verse. (1-4)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (board) $5.95
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Fuzzy, Fuzzy, Fuzzy!
Sandra Boynton

A touch, skritch, and tickle book. There are large tactile
patches so little ones can rub the duck’s soft belly or touch
the cows fuzzy nose. Boynton’s signature animals and
humorous text scream, “Read me again—and again!” (1-5)

Simon & Schuster                                         (board) $11.95

Do Cows Bark?
DK See Through

This is one of a
new novelty series
that asks funny
questions such as
“Do cows bark?”
Every toddler
knows the answer
is a resounding NO!
See through the
acetate or die-cut pages to the answers in these
witty, adorably designed photographic books
that tickle funny bones and affirm toddlers’ 
newfound knowledge. (1-3)

DK Publishing (board) $6.99

Ollie
Olivier Dunrea

Friends Gossie
and Gertie are
waiting and 
waiting for Ollie to
hatch. They try
poking, listening,
even sitting on top
of his egg—but
Ollie just won’t come out. Ollie is Ollie, and he
will decide when it’s time to hatch. (2-5)

Houghton Mifflin Children’s Books (board) $9.95
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The Signers:
The 56 Stories
Behind the
Declaration of
Independence 
Dennis Fradin,
illustrated by
Michael McCurdy

John Hancock—the
most recognized of the original signers of the
Declaration of Independence—and the other 55
signers are presented with descriptions of the
13 colonies they represented and the effects of
the momentous event that changed their lives 
and the new country. Includes the full text of the
documents. (9-12)

Walker & Co. $22.95
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Tails
Matthew Van Fleet

An irresistable book for toddlers that is 
full of all sorts of tails. This interactive
menagerie of animals have furry tails and
spiny tails, some that shine and some that
wag. While the little ones are having fun
pulling tabs and opening doors, they are
also counting 1 to 10. (1-3)

Harcourt Children’s Books $12.95

Only You
Rosemary Wells

With lovely prose illustrated by gentle 
paintings, Baby Bear expresses the 
importance of Mama Bear in his life. As
parent and child share activities together,
their close relationship points to the
importance of a strong and loving parent
in the happy development of a child. “Only
you/can make my dreams come true./
Dreams lie sleeping in my heart,/ waiting
for my world to start./Only you.” (1-3)

Penguin Putnam Group $14.99

Come Along, Daisy
Jane Simmons

Daisy has a hard time staying close to
Mama when there are so many things
to investigate. “Come along, Daisy,” her
mother repeats time and again. This 
simple tale speaks clearly to a preschooler’s
need for both independence and belonging.
Booklist, starred review (1-3)

Little, Brown & Company (pb) $6.99

Winter Friends
Carl Sams and
Jean Stoick

A snowman
built in the
woods, a carrot
for a nose and 
nuts for eyes
and mouth,
attracts winter

friends. Beautiful
color photographs show squirrels, 
chickadees, cardinals, and even a 
white-tailed deer as they come for a 
winter visit. 

Sams Photography (board) $7.95

Noisy Barn!
Harriet Ziefert, illustrated by Simms Taback

A boisterous parade of farm animals on their
way to the barn certainly can cause quite a stir.
With the cow MOOing, the piglet OINKing, the
duck QUACKing, the chickens PECKing and the
cat MEOWing, it’s a wonder they arrive at all.
Great interactive book for sharing. (1-4)

Blue Apple (board) $8.95
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Big Yellow Trucks and Diggers
What a great way for little ones to learn colors.
The big full color photographs depict various
big Caterpillar machines and what child can
resist big trucks and diggers? (1-3)

Chronicle Books (board) $6.95

Zoo Parade!
Harriet Ziefert, illustrated by Simms Taback

How many different ways of walking can you
name? Join a parade of animals on their way
to the zoo to find out! Can you prance like a
lion? Dance like a gazelle? Kangaroo jump or
march like a camel? Another good book for
interactive play. (1-4)

Blue Apple (board) $8.95

Daisy and
the Egg
Jane
Simmons

Mama Duck
and Aunt
Buttercup
are sitting
on a new

egg and Daisy eagerly awaits the arrival
of her new brother or sister. Days pass
until she is finally awakened by a “Pip!
Pip! Pip!” A story full of anticipation to
which every older sibling can relate. (1-3)

Little, Brown & Company (pb) $6.99

Hickory,
Dickory, 
Dock & 
Other Mother
Goose
Rhymes
James Marshall

With deadpan
hilarity,
Marshall has
rounded up some 
of the usual suspects of nursery-rhyme
notoriety—Little Boy Blue, Old Mother
Hubbard—and introduced a supporting
cast of cats, mice, geese, pigs, dogs, and
chickens to join in the fun. (1-4)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (board) $5.95
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Flawed Dogs: The Year-End
Leftovers at the Piddleton “Last
Chance” Dog Pound
Berkeley Breathed

Dog fans of all ages will love Flawed
Dogs, the annual publication of the 
fictional “Last Chance” Dog Pound in the
small town of Piddleton, Vermont.
Pulitzer Prize-winning Berkeley Breathed
is at the top of his form with his riotous
depictions of these imperfect dogs and
their original, dissatisfied owners. (6 & up)

Little, Brown & Company $18.95

Stanley’s
Party
Linda Sue
Bailey,
illustrated by
Bill Slavin

Stanley, a
lovable
pooch, 
discovers the pleasures of all the forbidden
fruits, like luxuriating on the couch and raiding
the fridge at will, while “his people” are out. He
continues undiscovered because he has also
learned to “cover his tracks.” That is, until he
invites some of his other canine friends to share
the wealth. Hilarious perspective on dog as
party animal. (4-7)

Kids Can Press $14.95

Read Anything
Good Lately?
Susan Allen and
Jane Lindaman,
illustrated by Vicky
Enright

Think of the 
many kinds of
books, periodicals,
brochures or 
other things that
kids read. This
charming picture book takes an alphabetical
stroll through a surprising variety of forms that
reading can take and suggests some very nice
places to do that reading. (5-7)

Millbrook Press $14.95

Poultrygeist
Mary Jane Auch,
illustrated by Mary Jane
and Herm Auch

Is the tall, ghostly being
that is frightening the 
farm the legendary
poultrygeist? Should
they stay inside and
face the fright or freeze
their drumsticks off 

outside? What to do! It is up to two smart-aleck
roosters who suspect fowl play to uncover the
surprising secret behind the haunting. (4-8)

Holiday House $16.95

Mrs. Armitage, Queen of the Road
Quentin Blake

Mrs. Armitage, an indomitable and 
appealingly offbeat woman, takes to the
road with her faithful dog, Breakspear,
when she receives an unexpected gift of
a car. Various mishaps that leave the car
nothing but a bare frame do nothing to
daunt her spirit and she is named Queen
of the Road. (4-8)

Peachtree Publishers $15.95

Little Bear’s Little Boat
Eve Bunting, illustrated by Nancy
Carpenter

Little Bear loves his little boat. One day
he finds he doesn’t fit in his little boat
anymore. Luckily, he finds another little
bear to love his little boat, and he starts
building a new boat so as Big Bear he 
can continue to fish and dream on
Huckleberry Lake. (3-6)

Houghton Mifflin
Children’s Books $12.00

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book?
Lauren Child

What would happen if you fell into a
book of fairy tales? Would the stories 
still end “happily ever after”? Open this
book—if you dare—and find out what
happened to Herb one strange night. (4-7)

Hyperion Books for Children $16.99

The
Wedding
Eve Bunting,
illustrated by
Iza Trapani

On her way
to town, Miss
Brindle Cow
meets a host

of animals who are late for a very 
important wedding. One by one, they
climb on her back—the organist, the 
pastor, the florist, and more. But where 
is the bride? (3-8)

Charlesbridge Publishing $15.95

Diary of a Worm
Doreen Cronin, illustrated by Harry Bliss

This worm lives with his parents, plays
with his friends, and goes to school—but
he never has to take a bath, he gets to eat
his homework and, because he doesn’t
have legs, he just can’t do the hokey
pokey. A hysterical picture book about 
the daily doings of a small worm. (4-8)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99



The Very Smart Pea and the
Princess-to-Be
Mini Grey

When it comes to sorting out a Real
Princess from a Fake Princess, the
famous pea-under-the-mattress test is
tried and true. But for those who may
have wondered how anyone could feel 
a tiny garden-variety pea under the
weight of 20 mattresses, this book, told
from the pea’s perspective, will put that
question to rest once and for all. (4-8)

Alfred A. Knopf $14.95
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Olivia...
and the
Missing Toy
Ian Falconer

Olivia has one
special toy
that she
adores—
a stuffed 
animal that
she has tea with, wheels around in a
stroller, and takes everywhere. When it 
disappears, she is distraught but bravely
pursues the culprit until she comes face 
to face with the tail-wagging villain. A 
previous Olivia book was the recipient of
the 2001 Caldecott Honor Award. (3-7)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

Up, Up,
Up! It’s
Apple-
Picking
Time
Jody Fickes
Shapiro,
illustrated
by Kitty
Harvill

A weekend on Grandma and Grandpa’s
farm starts as Myles and his family gather
bushels of apples. They breathe in sweet
apple perfume, drink cool apple juice, and
eat warm Pippin pie. Soon it’s apple-selling
time and the weekend flies by before you
can say “McIntosh-Granny Smith-Golden 
Delicious-Pippin pie!” (4-8)

Holiday House     $16.95

Mystery
Arthur Geisert

Little piglet, on
a trip to the
museum with
her grandpa, 
discovers that large sections of the 
paintings have been cut out and forgeries
sewn in their place. As she searches for
clues, beginning detectives can also try
their hand at a little sleuthing too! Keen
observers may find the key evidence to
solve the mystery. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin 
Children’s Books    $16.00

Diary 
of a
Wombat
Jackie
French,
illustrated
by Bruce
Whatley

Wombats are cuddly-looking, slow-moving
Australian animals. Here, in the words of
one unusually articulate wombat, is the
tongue-in-cheek account of his busy
week of eating, sleeping, digging holes,
and training the new neighbors to 
give treats on demand. Young children
may recognize in the determined furry
creature some of their own qualities. (4-7)

Clarion Books $14.00

My Big
Sister
Valorie
Fisher

Bright, 
stunning
photographs
show how
amazing and stupendous an older sister 
can be. All are taken from the baby’s-eye
view to reveal what a big sister looks like 
to her baby sibling. A perfect book for big
sisters everywhere. (3-6)

Simon & Schuster $14.95

Toot & Puddle: Charming Opal
Holly Hobbie

Opal, Puddle’s little cousin, arrives for a visit
with a loose tooth. When she loses it in the
pond, Puddle retrieves it so she can put it
under her pillow for the tooth fairy. Afraid that
the tooth fairy will get lost, Puddle puts on a
tooth fairy disguise. But will the real tooth fairy
show up too? (4-8)

Little, Brown & Company $15.95

My Pony
Susan Jeffers

“I want a pony
more than 
anything in the
world.” At the
heart of this 
exquisite picture
book lies the 
idea that in the
imagination, a child can journey anywhere and
do anything—even fly through the stars on the
back of a pony. (all ages)

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99

Buster
Denise Fleming

Buster was a happy
dog who had 
everything he could
ever want until one
day when his owner
brought home a big
box. Maybe it was full
of steaks, or cheese,
or something delicious;
but that something

turned out to be a cat named Betty. (3-6)

Henry Holt & Co. $15.95

Arnie the Doughnut
Laurie Keller

Arnie celebrates his creation and life as a
chocolate-frosted doughnut with sprinkles,
totally naive about his ultimate fate. When he
goes home in a bag for Mr. Bing’s breakfast,
Arnie escapes and tries to warn his friends.
Unable to mobilize the other doughnuts, Arnie
and Mr. Bing collaborate to find other things
that doughnuts are good for, other than eating.
Witty and entertaining. PW starred review. (4-8)

Henry Holt & Co. $16.95



How I
Became a
Pirate
Melinda Long,
illustrated by
David Shannon

Jeremy Jacob
jumps at the
chance to sail
away on Braid
Beard’s pirate

ship in search of buried treasure. Sea
chanties, pirate talk, and manners-be-
darned are soon the order of the day.
But, blow the man down... pirates don’t
read bedtime stories or tuck you in!
Maybe the life of a pirate is not all that 
it is cracked up to be. (5-7)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00
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Julia Wants
a Pet
Barbro
Lindgren,
illustrated by
Eva Eriksson

For as long 
as Julia can
remember, she
has wanted a
pet. She takes
the baby 
carriage out

every day to look for one. One day she
spots a small boy—and gets an unusual 
inspiration… A charming story about an
inventive child with warm, expressive 
illustration. (4-8)

R & S Books $15.00

Harry on the
Rocks
Susan
Meddaugh

Washed up on
a remote island
during a storm,
Harry the dog
finds himself 
shipwrecked
with an 
enormous egg. It soon becomes apparent
that the hatchling “bizzard” is really a
dragon, and Harry must overcome his
fear to regain his companion. Satisfying
and humorous story. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin 
Children’s Books $15.00

I’m
Mighty!
Kate
McMullan,
illustrated
by Jim
McMullan

The lit-
tlest ship in the harbor has the biggest
job! Watch him tug tankers, weave
through the harbor maze, and toot his
whistle. He may be small, but this tug gets
the job done. This book will easily
become a favorite. (4-8)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99 

Henry
Bear’s Park
David
McPhail,
watercolor
wash by John
O’Connor 

After his
father takes
off on a 
balloon trip,

Henry Bear lovingly tends the park and
patiently awaits the return of his papa.
Along comes a pig who hoodwinks
Henry by pretending that he will be able
to locate the long-absent father. (3-6)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

Panda
Bear,
Panda
Bear, What
Do You
See?
Bill Martin, Jr.,
illustrated by
Eric Carle

The creators of the classic Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See? team up
again in this special book about a very
important topic—endangered animals.
Rhythmic text and vibrant images intro-
duce such animals as the bald eagle and
the macaroni penguin to young readers
who will grow up to be the best hope for
the future of endangered species. (2-5)

Henry Holt & Co. $15.95

Just a Minute
Yuyi Morales

This clever tale will have preschoolers
counting in both English and Spanish.
An original trickster tale in which
Grandma Beetle outwits the skeleton Señor Calavera and spends her 
birthday with a table full of grandchildren and a surprise guest. (4-8)

Chronicle $15.95

Clorinda
Robert Kinerk, illustrated by Steven Kellogg

Clorinda is a cow that will not let anything stand
in her way. When she sees a ballet performance,
she becomes determined to follow her dream
and dance on the big-city stage. A witty tale
with energetic illustrations of an irrepressible
character which will encourage readers to follow
their hearts. Encore! (4-8)

Simon & Schuster $15.95

I’m a Manatee
John Lithgow,
illustrated by Ard
Hoyt

As he dreams
that his room is
filling with water,
a little boy 
imagines that 
he turns into a
manatee. During
his ocean adventure, he makes friends with the
other creatures and does a bit of ecological
work along the way. Funny, clever wordplay
and rhymes make this a joy to read aloud. CD
and instrumental track included. (5-8)

Simon & Schuster $17.95

Finklehopper Frog
Irene Livingston, illustrated by Brian Lies

Jogging is the thing to do, and Finklehopper
Frog is eager to join in. But when his jogging
technique is criticized, his doubts about it 
continue to grow. It takes one smart bunny to
help Finklehopper discover that being part of
the crowd doesn’t mean casting aside his
unique froggy style. Catchy, rhythmic prose 
and peppy vernacular are paired with bright
illustrations in what is sure to become an 
all-time read-aloud favorite. (3-5)

Tricycle Press $14.95
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Straight
to the
Pole
Kevin
O’Malley

Freezing
wind. 
Bone-chlling ice. Knee-deep snow 
drifts. A lone figure battles for every 
step in a terrible storm, determined to
reach the distant Pole. Nothing will stop
him from reaching his goal—except his
own overactive imagination. A book 
that captures the power of a child’s
imagination and the elation that
accompanies a snow day. (4-7)

Walker & Co. $15.95

Alphabeep!
A Zipping,
Zooming
ABC
Debora
Pearson,
illustrated by
Edward
Miller

Kids can
zoom
through the

alphabet in this entertaining concept
book with colorful bumper-to-bumper
traffic they will love. From ambulances to
Zambonis, each page describes and
defines a vehicle or road sign with word
play or sound words. (4-8)

Holiday House $16.95

The Hidden Alphabet 
Laura Vacarro Seeger

Bold, distinctive images—from arrowhead and
balloon to yolk and zipper—magically transform
into the letters of the alphabet on every surprising
page of this ingenious book. (3-7)

Roaring Brook Press $17.95

The Day
the
Babies
Crawled
Away
Peggy
Rathmann

What a 
perfect day at the fair. No one but a small
boy sees all the babies set off on their
own adventures, chasing butterflies and
frogs, until our hero makes sure they
return home safely. Lilting text and bold
new style with classic silhouettes against 
stunning skies of many colors. (2-6)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

Pumpkinhead
Eric Rohmann

A brilliantly droll tale of a very unusual
boy, Otho, who has a pumpkin for a
head. When a bat decides to steal his
pumpkin head to make a home, Otho
starts on a great adventure. (4-8)

Alfred A. Knopf $14.95

What James
Likes Best
Amy
Schwartz

In four 
stories about
James and
his family,
James gets
to choose
some of his
favorite things. The author also involves
the readers by giving four choices with
each story and asking “And what do you
think James likes best?” What a great way
to get interaction between reader and 
listener as there is no right answer! (3-5)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

The
Alphabet
Room 
Sara Pinto

Each letter
has a door, and behind each door the
objects arrange and rearrange them-
selves so that with every letter the picture
becomes more complex. With gentle
humor and charming design, this lift-the-
flap alphabet book transcends the genre
to offer something truly unique. (all ages)

Bloomsbury Children’s Books $16.95

Look Alikes: The
More You Look, the
More You See
Joan Steiner

Using everything from
acorns and broccoli to
yardsticks and zippers
to create a striking
three-dimensional world,
the artist has created
images where the more

you look, the more you see. This best-selling
book is back with a brand new series design and
a striking new cover. (4-8)

Little, Brown & Company $13.95

Bear Wants
More
Karma
Wilson,
illustrated
by Jane
Chapman

When a bear
wakes up after winter’s hibernation, he 
is one hungry bear! Even though he munches
one thing after another, “the bear wants more!”
Finally, he heads home to a welcoming party
given by his friends, only to get stuck in his 
own doorway because “the bear wants more!”
Great read-aloud with splashy, delicious 
illustrations. (3-5)

Simon & Schuster $16.95 

How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?
Jane Yolen, illustrated by Mark Teague

Just like kids, little dinosaurs hate being sick. And going to
the doctor can be pretty scary. So how do dinosaurs get well
soon? They drink lots of juice, and they get lots of rest;
they’re good at the doctor’s office ‘cause doctors know best.
Playful verse and wonderfully amusing pictures. (2 & up)

Blue Sky Press $15.95



Granny Torrelli Makes Soup
Sharon Creech

With warm words and secret recipes, Granny
Torrelli helps Rosie see that nothing can break
the bond between lifelong pals. A tender novel
about love, life, and friendship. (8-12)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99
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Tale of Despereaux
Kate diCamillo, illustrated by Timothy
Ering

Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse with
big ears; the Princess Pea, Roscuro the 
rat, and Miggery Sow, the serving girl
embark on individual journeys from light
to darkness and darkness to light. How
each story intertwines is a delightful, witty,
and original tale. (8-12)

Candlewick $17.99

Jack Adrift:
Fourth
Grade
Without a
Clue
Jack Gantos

Jack finds
there are no
easy answers

as he drifts through a crazy school year,
trying to make friends, taking on a pet
duck, dealing with a judgmental older 
sister and the family setting sail for a new
life on Cape Hatteras. It’s all he can do to
stay afloat. (8-12)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

Olive’s
Ocean
Kevin
Henkes

During her family’s summer vacation in
Cape Cod, Martha Boyle’s life is changed
as she reads the diary of a classmate
who was killed by a hit and run driver.
An exquisite coming-of-age story, with
just a hint of romance. (10 & up)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.99

The Silent Boy
Lois Lowry

Katy Thatcher
forms a friendship
with the silent
boy, Jacob, partly
because of her
interest in 
medicine and
partly because 
of Jacob’s gentle

way with the animals. When events take
an unexpected turn, it is Katy alone who
is able to unravel the mystery of what
occurred, and why. Set in a farming 
community at the beginning of the 20th
century, readers see the human face of
an emotional handicap. PW, starred
review. (10 & up)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Lucille 
Camps In
Kathryn Lasky, illustrated by Marilyn
Hafner

Lucille’s older brother and sister are
heading off on a camping trip with their
dad, but Lucille’s too young to go. She
quits moping when she discovers she
can “camp in” with her mom, pitching 
a tent in the living room and roasting 
marshmallows in the fireplace.  (5-8) 

Alfred A. Knopf $14.95

The Ears of
Corn: An
Ike and
Mem Story
Patrick
Jennings,
illustrated by
Anna Alter

Ike and Mem are spending the weekend
with their grandparents on the farm.
They get upset about the required
chores that interrupt their fun and forget
that everyone must pitch in. A tender
and poignant chapter book about 
mistakes and consequences, and the
importance of forgiveness. (6-9)

Holiday House $15.95

Rodzina
Karen Cushman

Set in 1881, a train
going to California 
carries orphans to new
lives. Among them is
Rodzina, a tough, 
willful child, desperate
for home and security.
The orphan train boss
is a woman doctor,
cold and distant, and as lonely as Rodzina.
How the two women get together makes a
great story. (10 & up)

Houghton Mifflin $16.00
Listening Library (audio) $26.00
Unabridged

I Spy a
Schoolbus 
Jean Marzollo,
illustrated by 
Walter Wick

All new, easy-to-
read riddles by
Jean Marzollo
are paired with

fun photographs culled from previously
published I Spy books to create an I Spy
easy reader. With rhythm, rhyme, and
picture clues, this book is written to 
support the newest reader. (5-7)

Scholastic Inc. (pb) $3.99

.
.R

ead with a child . . . Los 20 minutos más importantes de su día . . . The most important 20 minutes of you
r da

y!



The Doll
People
Ann Martin and
Laura Godwin,
illustrated by
Brian Selznick

Annabelle Doll is
eight years old—

she has been for more than 100 years.
Not a lot has happened to her, cooped up
in the dollhouse, with the same doll fami-
ly…until one day the Funcrafts move in.
Awards: ALA, PW, SLJ. (8-12)

Hyperion Books for Children (pb) $6.99

Meanest Doll in
the World
Ann Martin and
Laura Godwin,
illustrated by Brian
Selznick

Annabelle Doll and
Tiffany Funcraft
hitch a ride in their
child owner’s 
backpack for a
day at school.
When they end up
back at the wrong house, they meet 
new doll friends, but also Mean Mimi, 
the wickedest doll of all. The ingenious
illustrations present the nonstop adventure
from a doll’s eye view. (8-12)

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99

Amelia’s Best
Year Ever
Marissa Moss

Amelia’s journals
are one of the
most popular 
features in
American
Girl magazine. 
This new book
puts together

some of her best stories, organized by
season, with all-new material. Amelia’s
delightful drawings and witty comments
celebrate friends, family, and feelings 
all through the year! (8 & up)

Pleasant Company $12.95
(pb) $5.95

How Angel
Peterson Got
His Name
Gary Paulsen

When you grow 
up in a small 
town in the north
woods, you have
to make your
own excitement.
High spirits, idiocy, and showing off for 
the girls inspire Gary Paulsen and his friends
to try whacky and deathy-defying stunts.
Extreme sports lead to extreme fun in
new tales from Gary’s boyhood. (9-12)

Random House $12.95
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The Rosie
Stories 
Cynthia Voigt,
illustrated by
Cat Bowman
Smith

A dog named
Rosie, who is
mischievous
and willful,
but also cheery, is at the center of these
charming tales about a quirky family and
their devoted pooch. Even though Mommy
always wanted a dog named “Fang” and
Daddy says she should be “Spot,” she is 
just plain Rosie! (5-8)

Holiday House $16.95

Lighthouse Family: The Whale 
Cynthia Rylant, illustrated by Preston McDaniels

The Lighthouse family are just beginning to enjoy the
togetherness of their home by the sea, when they find 
a lost baby beluga whale. It takes a high-seas adventure
to reunite the whale with his mama, and discover a
new community of friends along the way. (5-8)

Simon & Schuster $14.95

Sahara Special
Esmé Raji Codell

Sahara is a very
capable student
but rebels against
schoolwork
because of her
family situation. Work with the special
needs teacher earns her the title of
“Sahara Special.” Fortunately, Miss Pointy
comes into her life, giving Sahara hope
and confidence. Thought-provoking and
gratifying for everyone. PW Starred
Review (8-12)

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99
(pb) $5.95

Brainboy and the
DeathMaster
Tor Seidler

When a mysterious
message invites 
Darryl to play a new
computer game, he
finds himself the 
star in a sinister plan.
Darryl’s only chance to
win is to face up to the
ghosts of his traumatic
past. A fast-paced, high-tech mystery 
adventure. (8 & up)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.99

Series of Unfortunate Events: 
The Slippery Slope
Lemony Snicket

The saga of the charming, intelligent, and
unlucky Baudelaire orphans continues in 
the tenth book of outrageous adventures
involving snow gnats, a dastardly plan and
some dangerous antics. Hilariously wicked
good fun. (9-12)

HarperCollins Publishers $10.99
(audio) $20.00
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Birds: Nature’s Magnificent Flying Machines
Caroline Arnold, illustrated by Patricia Wynne

An intriguing, in-depth study of birds, their bone
structure, feathers, and other physical features
that enable them to fly. The principles of flight are
presented with expressive illustrations. A perfect
introduction for young people to the complexities
of birds in flight. (8-12)

Charlesbridge Publishing (pb) $6.95

Riddle-iculous
Math
Joan Holub, illustrated
by Regan Dunnick

“What’s the number
of states in the U.S.A.,
minus the number of
days in the month of
May, minus the
number of paws on a
grizzly bear, minus
the number of legs

on the spider in your hair?” Answers to funny
math questions can be found in this book of riddles
and jokes. A most enjoyable way to practice basic
math skills. (7-10)

Albert Whitman $14.95

It’s a
Hummingbird’s
Life
Irene Kelly

Designed to 
resemble an artist’s
sketchbook, this
vibrant book offers
an intimate view of
the small but fasci-
nating world of the
hummingbird. Busy,
busy, busy from
morning to night, spring to winter, these tiny birds
work nonstop. Information about food, nesting,
migration, and their amazing arial stunts. (5-8)

Holiday House $16.95

Sir Cumference and the Sword in 
the Cone: A Math Adventure
Cindy Neuschwander, illustrated by 
Wayne Geehan

King Arthur has issued a challenge. The
first knight to find the sword Edgecalibur
will be the next king. Sir Cumference, 
Lady Di of Ameter, and their son, Radius,
race to help their friend, Vertex, find the
sword. Join these adventurers as they 
discover the secrets of cubes, pyramids,
cylinders, and cones. (5-10)

Charlesbridge Publishing (pb) $6.95

Insect-lo-pedia: Young Naturalist’s
Handbook
Matthew Reinhart

This entertaining and educational insect
picture book is crawling with bugs, bugs,
and more bugs! The world’s creepy, crawly,
sometimes crunchy critters’ lives, habits,
bodies, defenses, etc. are all explored.
Better not read this book at night…you
wouldn’t want the bedbugs to bite! (7-9)

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99

Leaves! Leaves! Leaves!
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace

Join Mama and Buddy Bear’s stroll
through the seasons as they examine the
development of leaves on their favorite
trees. From the early spring of buds and
blossoms to the fall colors and falling
leaves, Mama Bear supplies tree facts and
encourages Buddy to use his eyes and
hands to explore his world. (4-8)

Cavendish Children’s Books $16.95

The Kid’s Multicultural Math
Adventure: Amazing Activities to
Explore Math’s Global Roots
Ann McCallum

Ann McCallum guides kids on a multicultural
math adventure that shows how alike we
humans are—even when it comes to
math! Kids make and use counting and
number systems, explore global solutions
to computation and see how pattern is
unique in different cultures. (7-14)

Williamson Publishing (pb) $14.95
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The Tree of Life: Charles Darwin
Peter Sís 

Charles Darwin was, above all else, an independent thinker who still
influences the way we look at the natural world. Sís transforms Darwin’s
many notebooks, diaries, correspondence, and writings into a visual 
treasure trove  to create a panorama of Darwin’s trajectory through 
investigating and understanding the mysteries of nature. (8 & up)
Farrar, Straus & Giroux                                                                     $18.00

Battery
Science
Doug
Stillinger

Master the real science behind electricity
and have a blast doing it. Includes a 
genuine Klutz alkaline battery, a buzzer, a
propeller, a light bulb, a motor and other
useful doodads—everything you need for
all 8 projects. Toss in a little history, and
you’ve got an activity book so good, it’s
shocking. Dr. Toy's 10 Best Educational
Products (8 & up)



In English, 
Of Course
Josephine
Nobisso,
illustrated by
Dasha Ziborova

The teacher of the multicultural classroom gets
the children to introduce themselves by talking
about their origins. Josephine, a recent Italian
immigrant, enacts a story about a farm visit
because of her lack of English, but is helped by
her teacher who supplies the missing words.
(5-8) English or Spanish text.

Gingerbread House (pb) $8.95

Touching the Sky: The Flying Adventures of 
Wilbur & Orville Wright
Louise Borden and Trish Marx, illustrated by Peter Fiore

2003 is the 100th anniversary of the first flight of Wilbur and
Orville Wright. From humble beginnings, these two brothers
rose to the stature of American heroes. After the flight at Kitty
Hawk, they traveled the world, giving spectacular flying
demonstrations and setting amazing records. (4-8)

Simon & Schuster $18.95

My Painted House, My Friendly
Chicken, and Me
Maya Angelou, illustrated by Margaret
Courtney-Clarke

America’s favorite poet joins a well-known
photojournalist to tell the story of an
eight-year-old girl from South Africa.
Explore the joys and challenges of growing
up between two worlds: traditional and
modern, and learn about a different culture
through a new friend. (9-12)

Alfred A. Knopf (pb) $7.99

America the Beautiful
Katherine Lee Bates, illustrated by Wendell
Minor

Pairing Bates’s famous 1895 poem with
majestic watercolor panoramas, Minor
creates a breathtaking visual journey to
some of the country’s diverse landscapes
and monuments. The realistic paintings
stretch across both time and space.
Concluding pages explain each illustration’s
location and significance. (all ages)

Penguin Putnam Group $16.99

My Brother Martin: A Sister
Remembers
Christine King Farris, illustrated by
Christopher Soentpiet

This lovely memoir by Martin Luther King’s
sister, Christine, tells the story of the 
childhood of the King siblings in Atlanta,
GA. The close-knit, religious family shields
the children from segregation. When M.L.
encounters it, he declares to his mother:
“Mother Dear, one day I’m going to turn
this world upside down.” (9-12)

Simon & Schuster $17.95

The Man Who Walked Between the
Towers
Mordicai Gerstein

The poetry and magic of aerialist Phillippe
Petit’s daring tightrope walk between the
two towers of the World Trade Center 
are captured in the lyrical words, lovely
paintings, and breathtaking perspectives
of this picture book. (5-8)

Millbrook Press $17.95
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Homespun Sarah
Verla Kay, illustrated by Ted Rand

So much can be learned about life on an 
18th century farm in Pennsylvania. Sarah 
outgrows her dress and the story carefully
lays out the whole process of fashioning 
a new dress for her. The illustrations have 
captured minute and fascinating historical
facts, but also depict the emotional ups and
downs of colonial life. (4-8)

Penguin Putman Group $15.99
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The Juniper
Tree and
Other Tales
from
Grimms  
Jacob and
Wilhelm
Grimm,
illustrated by
Maurice
Sendak 

Originally published 30 years ago, this
lovely edition of selected tales of the
Grimms brothers makes available again 
a prized collection of classic fairy tales.
The text is distinguished by the grace
and precision of the translators, and the
illustrations are rendered in classic
Sendak style. Jacketed, cloth-bound 
with a bookmark ribbon. (all ages)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $30.00

Bruh
Rabbit and
the Tar
Baby Girl 
Virginia
Hamilton,
illustrated by
James
Ransome  

Master storyteller, Virginia Hamilton,
adds her own distinctive splash of fun to
this well known American folktale. Bruh
Wolf tries to trap pesky Bruh Rabbit in
his sticky tar baby girl, but Bruh Rabbit is
too clever for him. Illustrated with bold,
colorful watercolor paintings. (4-8)

The Blue Sky Press $16.95

The Elves 
and the
Shoemaker 
Jacob and
Wilhelm
Grimm,
illustrated by
Jim LaMarche

Here is the 
classic tale of elfin magic, loved by 
generations of children and made new
by an artist of international acclaim. 
The stunning paintings are the perfect
compliment to this favorite Grimm fairy
tale. (4-8)

Chronicle Books $16.95

The Story of Little
Black Sambo
Helen Bannerman,
illustrated by
Christopher Bing

Caldecott Honor-winning artist Christopher
Bing spent almost 15 years rediscovering the 
joy and energy of the original tale. He respects
that the original was written about an Indian
child, but choses to celebrate Sambo as 
proudly African, a child of beauty and joy, 
wit and resourcefulness. The book creates the
illusion of an antique, weathered, tiger-clawed
storybook filled with exquisitely detailed
paintings. (5 & up)

Handprint $17.95

Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland 
Lewis Carroll,
illustrated by Robert
Sabuda

Robert Sabuda 
has outdone himself
in this faithful 
adaptation of Lewis
Carroll’s classic story.

Pop-up illustrations done in the style of John
Tenniel, the original illustrator, enhance this
eye-popping, pop-up book, guaranteed to
become a family favorite. (all ages)

Simon & Schuster $24.95

Little Old Big
Beard and Big
Young Little
Beard 
Remy Charlip,
illustrated by Remy
Charlip and Tamara
Rettenmund

The two cowboys,
Little Old Big Beard and Big Young Little Beard,
certainly enjoy the cowboy life. But when their
favorite (and only) cow disappears, how can
cowboys be cowboys without a cow? A short
and tall tale peppered with tongue twisters for
a giggling good time. (3-8)

Cavendish Children’s Books $16.95

Ten Mice for Tet 
Pegi Shea and Cynthis Weil, illustrated by 
Tô Ngoc Trang

Embroidery by Pham Viết Ðinh. It’s time 
for Tet! This vibrant, unique counting 
book introduces children to the rich 
traditions of the Vietnamese New Year. 
A playful village of mice lead young 
readers through the joyful celebrations, 
as exquisitely embroidered illustrations
recreate scenes of preparations and 
festivities. (4-8)

Chronicle Books $15.95

Cinderella’s Dress 
Nancy Willard, illustrated by Jane Dyer 

An imaginative retelling of the classic
Cinderella story with poetic verse and
beautiful, detailed watercolor illustrations.
Two magpies help Cinderella fashion a
magical dress for the ball from their 
gathered treasures. When the ugly 
step-sisters destroy the dress, the magpies
summon Cinderella’s fairy godmother. (4-8)

The Blue Sky Press $16.95 

The King 
of Capri 
Jeanette
Winterson,
illustrated by
Jane Ray 

Fortunes are reversed and romance
found in this delightful tale that starts out
on the island of Capri. When all the
king’s riches are blown across the bay to
Naples, Mrs. Jewel, the washerwoman
cannot believe her good fortune, but
eventually teaches the king a lesson
about sharing the wealth. (5-8)

Bloomsbury $16.95
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Swear to Howdy
Wendelin Van
Draanen

Joey Banks and
Rusty Cooper are
best friends. What
happens when they have to bear a
secret that is at once too terrible to tell and too
terrible to keep? Will true friendship lead them
to disclose the awful truth? (10 & up)

Random House $15.95

Keeper of the
Night
Kimberly Willis Holt

It is up to Isabel 
to help her family 
get beyond the
pain and loss of her
mother’s sudden
and mysterious
death—to be the
keeper of the night.

Set on the island of Guam, this is a beautiful
story about a young girl’s struggle to protect
her family and at the same time, keep herself
whole. (12 & up)

Henry Holt & Co. $16.95

The Second
Summer of the
Sisterhood
Ann Brashares

With a bit of last 
summer’s sand in 
the pockets, the
Traveling Pants and
the Sisterhood that

wears them embark on their 16th summer.
Bridget, Lena, Carmen, and Tibby may be
far apart from each other, but the Traveling
Pants keep their friendship alive. (12 & up)

Delacorte Press $15.95
Listening Library (audio) $26.00

Green Angel
Alice Hoffman

The first-person voice
and magical, edgy
plot are close to
Hoffman’s bestselling
adult novels. Fifteen-
year-old Green struggles
to survive the loss of
her family. After a
series of mysterious
encounters, she learns

the lesson of love again and begins the
healing process. (12 & up)

Scholastic Inc. $16.95

The River
Between Us
Richard Peck

Two women step
off the steamboat
Rob Roy up from
New Orleans to
Illinois, and the
whole world shifts for Tilly when they
move into her house. In a page-turning
tale of mystery, adventure, and the
civilian Civil War experience, Richard
Peck creates a breathtaking portrait of
the lifelong impact that one person can
have on another. (12 & up)

Dial Books for Young Readers $16.99

A Single Shard
Linda Sue Park

Tree-ear is an
orphan boy in a
12th-century Korean
potter’s village. He is

content with his life of survival until he
sees a master potter named Min making
beautiful pottery. Tree-ear dreams of
creating the pottery and finally gets the
opportunity; little does he know it will
change his life forever. (10 & up)

Bantam Doubleday Dell (pb) $5.99
Listening Library (audio) $25.00

The Eternity Code
Eoin Colfer

Another chapter 
in the exciting
adventures of the
resourceful young
mastermind.
Fabricated from
stolen fairy 
technology, Artemis 
constructs a super-
computer. In his attempt to exchange it
for gold, Artemis falls into a trap and
must turn once again for help to his arch
fairy rival, Captain Holly Short of the
LEPrepcon fairy police. (12 & up)

Hyperion Books for Children $16.95

Inkheart
Cornelia Funke

As Meggie’s father,
Mo, reads aloud 
one night, the book
characters escape the
boundaries of the 
fiction creating evil
havoc. Unless Maggie
and Mo can learn how to 
harness the magic that conjured this nightmare
and change the course of the story, their life
together will never be the same. (10 & up)

Scholastic Inc. $19.95
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Dragon’s Breath
E. D. Baker

Emma must call 
on her magic to
keep life in Greater
Greensward from
the brink of peril.
She and her friend
Eadric sweet-talk
the underwater 
sea monsters and
fire-breathing dragons, but in the end it 
takes not magic, but real bravery and a
strong friendship to succeed. A sequel 
to The Frog Princess. (8 & up)

Bloomsbury $15.95

Artemis Fowl: 

Where I’d Like to Be
Frances O’Roarke

Together in the East Tennessee Children’s home,
Maddie, Murphy, and other members of the “fort” fill
scrapbooks with pictures of “where they’d like to be”
and tell stories of their pasts. When Murphy leaves
and her past is truly revealed, the rest are left to deal

with their own realities. Unique and memorable characters. (10 & up)

Simon & Schuster $15.95
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On Noah’s
Ark
Jan Brett

This rendition of the familiar story features
Noah’s granddaughter. As the floodwaters
rise, she settles the animals on the ark,
but it is difficult to have lions sleeping with
the turkeys. The gentle rocking of the
boat calms them all until the waters
recede. A simple telling, combined with
extraordinary illustrations of every animal
imaginable. (4-8)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons $16.99

The Shape Game
Anthony Browne

For her birthday, Mom choses a family
trip to the art museum. With her help, 
the children start really looking at the
paintings to discover the pleasures they
contain. On the way home, she teaches
them a drawing game. One of the sons,
the book’s author, plays the game to this
day. (5 & up)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

The Animal Hedge 
Paul Fleischman, illustrated by Bagram
Ibatoulline

When a terrible drought forces the
farmer to sell off all his beloved animals
and move to a tiny house with his three
sons, they soon discover something 
special and unique happpens when each
trims the hedge. This original tale is a 
testament to vision, passion, and destiny,
beautifully complemented by folk 
art-inspired illustrations. (5 & up)

Candlewick Press $16.99

The Amulet of
Samarkind 
Jonathan Stroud

Nathanial, as 
a magician’s 
apprentice, 
summons the
all-powerful 
djinni, Bartimaeus,
to take revenge for
humiliation suffered at the hands of a
devious wizard. Unleashing the unruly
djinni creates a whirlwind of magical 
espionage and adventure that Nathanial
must attempt to control. (10 & up)

Hyperion Books for Children $17.95
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Babar’s
Museum 
of Art
Laurent de
Brunhoff

Celeste and Babar decide to transform
the abandoned Celesteville train station
into a museum displaying the objets
d’art they’ve collected. This is a witty
recasting of almost three dozen classic
paintings and sculptures in which
pachyderms take the place of human
figures. A visual treat all around. PW
starred review (all ages)

Harry N. Abrams, Inc. $16.95

Eragon:
Inheritance,
Book 1
Christopher Paolini

Fifteen-year-old
Eragon believes
that he is merely
a poor farm boy.
When his destiny
as a Dragon 
Rider is revealed,

Eragon must flee the tyrannical king 
Galbatoriz. Gifted with only an ancient 
sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice 
from an old storyteller, Eragon is swept
into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory,
and power. (12 & up)

Random House $18.95

Coraline
Neil Gaiman

When Coraline steps
through the locked door
in her family’s new flat,
she finds a world which
caters to her every
whim. But when she
wants to leave, things
turn very unpleasant,

very quickly. To save her parents, other
trapped children, and herself, Coraline
must fight with all her wits and courage
in a tale of good and evil that will
enchant young readers. (10-14)

HarperCollins Publishers (pb) $5.95

M is for Music
Kathleen Krull

From anthems to zydeco, the world of music is 
presented in this fun and educational way. It’s a

musical alphabet like you have never seen before. Young readers will
enjoy the playful text; older readers get useful notes that will lead them
to further musical discoveries. (4-8)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00
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Mosque
David
Macaulay

Following the
theory that 
religious structures are among mankind’s
proudest accomplishments, Macaulay
reveals the ingenuity, ambition, and
craftsmanship that inspired and built a
mosque in 16th century Turkey. Through
the fictional story and the detailed 
drawings, the reader learns both how the
structure was built and how it functioned
in society. (8 & up)

Houghton Mifflin 
Children’s Books $18.00

Turn! Turn! Turn!
Pete Seeger, illustrated by
Wendy Anderson
Halperin

Adapted from the Bible,
Pete Seeger’s classic 

song reassures us that
life is constantly in motion and that the hard 
times are balanced by the good. Each spread 
is filled with many tiny scenes that invite the 
reader to ponder the many different ways 
we live, experience, and act in the world. A 
CD with two versions of the song, sheetmusic, 
and an afterword by Pete Seeger are included. 
(all ages)

Simon & Schuster $18.95

Old Turtle
and the
Broken
Truth
Douglas Wood, illustrated by Jon J. Muth

A brave little girl seeks out the wisdom of 
Old Turtle when the earth and its creatures 
are suffering. Old Turtle reveals the missing
part of the truth: each is loved no matter the
difference between people. The pieces are
brought together and the broken truth is made
whole at last, eventually enabling the earth to
heal. A moving, modern fable. (5 & up)

Scholastic Inc. $17.95

The Dot
Peter Reynolds

Vashti jabs at a blank sheet of paper to make
an unremarkable and angry mark to prove to
her art teacher that she is no artist. That one 
little dot marks the beginning of a journey of
surprise and self-discovery in this delicate fable
about the creative spirit in all of us. (4-8)

Candlewick Press $14.00

Plum
Tony Mitton,
illustrated by
Mary GrandPré

Hailed in the 
UK for reviving
the tradition of
English lyric 
children’s poetry, 

Mitton makes his US debut with poems 
for every mood—thoughtful, funny, silly,
fantastical. What are the mysteries that
lie down Green Man Lane or the joys of
Elegant Elephant Delicatessen? Like
plums and poems, this book holds 
beauty inside. (5-12)

Scholastic Inc. $17.95

Orville, A Dog Story
Haven Kimmel, illustrated by Robert
Andrew Parker

A big ugly dog is taken in by a farmer
and his wife. Unfortunately, the dog’s 
disposition takes a drastic turn after they
chain him up. When Sally MacIntosh
moves into the neighborhood, Orville
knows where he will find love and 
appreciation. A beautifully crafted book
that will resonate with anyone who has
ever felt lonely or misunderstood. (5-8)

Clarion Books $15.00

Brundibar
Tony Kushner, illustrated by Maurice
Sendak

Brundibar is based on a Czech opera for
children that was performed 55 times
by the children of Terezin, the Nazi 
concentration camp. It tells the story of
two children who go to town to get milk
for their ailing mother. Their attempt to
earn money by singing on the street is
thwarted by Brundibar, a bullying 
hurdy-gurdy grinder. Classic illustration 
by the infamous Maurice Sendak. 
(all ages)

Hyperion Books for Children $19.95

Some
Things
are Scary
(No
Matter
How Old
You Are)
Florence Parry Heide, illustrated by Jules
Feiffer

There’s no question about it, some things
are scary. Common bugaboos are exposed
with comic urgency in this masterful mix of
things horrible or humiliating, monstrous or
merely unsettling. The witty text and over-
the-top illustrations will get a laugh from
even the most anxious readers. (all ages)

Candlewick Press $12.00

Moon, Have
You Met My
Mother?
Karla Kuskin,
illustrated by
Sergio Ruzzier

Winner of 
the Award for Excellence in Poetry, Karla
Kuskin has touched several generations
of readers. This collection contains her
most celebrated poems, as well as new
works. Sections on animals, seasons,
funny foods, bed time and feelings. (5 & up)

HarperCollins Publishers $17.89



ABC Choices for Children 

Association of Booksellers for Children

Read-aloud has the
power not only to 
sustain but to resuscitate an interest in and affection for the printed word for children of all ages…

Thousands of studies fromthe U.S. Department ofEducation, as well as f indings by independentresearchers here and abroad, consistently credit the utilization of children’s literature for everything from school achievement to emotional development to increased life span andhigher standards of living.

—  A Parent’s Guide : 
How to Get 
Your Child 
to Love Reading
Esmé Raji Codell
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