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Stars! Stars! Stars!
Bob Barner

Award-winning artist Bob Barner takes 
readers to the moon and back in this 
playful tribute to the solar system. The
rhyming, read-aloud text is paired with 
Mr. Barner’s signature vibrant paper 
collage illustrations about the night
sky. Filled with stellar facts and a
handy informational chart this 
charming introduction to our planets 
is sure to entertain young outer space
enthusiasts! (4-8)

Chronicle Books $12.95 

Bugs! Bugs! Bugs!
Bob Barner

A fun insect album complete
with an “actual size” chart
about each bug. “…will be a
hit at story time.” —School
Library Journal (2-6)

Chronicle Books $12.95

Dem Bones
Bob Barner

Colorful torn-paper collages bring to life
this classic African American spiritual.
Accompanied by interesting and informa-
tive bone facts! “A real boost for those
looking to inject a little humor and fun 
into basic facts about the human body.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review. (2-8)

Chronicle Books $15.95 

BOOKS BY COVER
ARTIST, BOB BARNER

Dinosaur Bones
Bob Barner

Did you know that dinosaurs may have lived
in your neighborhood?

With a lively rhyming text and vibrant paper
collage illustrations, author-artist Bob Barner
shakes the dust off the dinosaur bones found
in museums and reminds us that they once
belonged to living, breathing creatures. Filled
with fun dinosaur facts (a T. Rex skull can
weigh up to 750 pounds!) and an informa-
tional “Dinometer,” Dinosaur Bones is sure 
to make young dinosaur enthusiasts roar
with delight. (2-8)

Chronicle Books $15.95 

T
he fire of literacy is created by the 

emotional sparks between a child, a

book, and the person reading. It isn’t

achieved by the book alone, nor by the child

alone, nor by the adult who’s reading aloud—

it’s the relationship winding between all three,

bringing them together in easy harmony.

— Mem Fox
Reading Magic

Text from Reading Magic,

copyright © 2001 by Mem Fox, 

reprinted by permission of Harcourt, Inc.
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The Water Hole
Graeme Base

This is a safari on paper with an environmental
and mathematical education thrown in for good
measure. One by one, the thirsty animals are
drawn to the pool. Soon there are more than 
100 critters from Africa, Asia, Europe, North
America, and beyond. But the water hole begins
to shrink to a puddle and the animals disappear
one by one to seek other refreshment. (3-7) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Abrams $10.95

Matthew A.B.C.
Peter Catalanotto

Faced with the puzzling predicament of having 
a classroom full of boys all with the name of
Matthew, teacher Mrs. Tuttle gives each of her 
students a name that is associated with one of
each boy’s attributes, working her way through 
the alphabet. A new way for children to look at 
the alphabet and at their classmates. (5-7)

Simon & Schuster $14.95

Alphaboat
Michael Chesworth

Come join the letter men 
of the Alphaboat as they
cross the high seas on a
treasure-hunting trip. 

All 26 characters are here, from officers Captain C and Admiral T, to crew-
men silent e and sleepy z. This jaunty picture book salutes nautical yarns of
yore as it takes readers where no alphabet book has sailed before. (4-6)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

Quilt Counting
Lesa Cline-Ransome, illustrated by 
James E. Ransome

Count from 1 to 10 as a child helps her mother
and her grandmother gather materials for a special
creative project, including 4 scissors and 8 baskets
of cloth. Then it is time to begin counting down,
starting with 10 stitches until they sew 1 brilliant
quilt capturing the color of life on the farm. (5-7)

Sea Star Books $15.95

Olivia Counts
Ian Falconer

Award-winner, Olivia the pig, helps the younger
set start to learn their numbers. The hilarious 
illustrations take Olivia from 1 ball, to 4 aunts, 
to 7 accessories and up to 10. It is hard not to
laugh when you see 10 Olivias pictured in 
various poses. Learning to count has never 
been so much fun. (4-6)

Simon & Schuster $6.99

Angelina 
Ballerina’s 123
Based on text by 
Katharine Holabird,
illustrated by Helen Craig

Little girls will love learning
numbers with Angelina! This
sturdy board book uses playful
pictures to invite even the
youngest children to step inside

the world of Angelina. Includes tips for parents about rein-
forcing these preschool basics. (3-5)

Pleasant Company (board) $5.95

Alphabet Under Construction
Denise Fleming

Mouse is hard at work constructing each letter of the
alphabet. He dyes the D, erases the E, and folds the F.
Mouse works his way right through to Z, constructing
an alphabet that surpasses even the wildest artistic
imagination. (4-6)

Henry Holt Books for Young Readers $16.95

My Little Blue Robot
Stephen T. Johnson

An irresistible hands-on counting and concept
book that delivers hours of built-in fun. Eager
young builders will learn about numbers, shapes,
and colors while they construct their extraordinary
new friend, Little Blue Robot. (5-7)

Harcourt Children’s Books $21.95
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Where’s My Teddy?
Jez Alborough

Yikes! Eddie is in for the surprise of his life when
he discovers that his teddy bear has grown way
too big to cuddle. But there is fun in store when
Eddie meets up with a real bear that has just the
opposite problem. Could it be a case of mistaken
identity? (2-4)

Candlewick Press (board) $6.99

Close Your Eyes
Kate Banks, illustrated by  Georg Hallensleben

“Close your eyes, little tiger, and go to sleep.” says
the mother tiger, but little tiger is worried about
what sleep might bring. Alternating between the
real-life scenes of little tiger and his mother and the
enchanted dream scenes, the comforting text and
bright, colorful illustrations present a reassuring and
charming bedtime story for small children. (1-3)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

If You Were Born 
a Kitten
Marion Dane Bauer,
illustrated by JoEllen
McAllister Stammen

With Marion Dane Bauer’s
enchanting prose and

JoEllen McAllister Stammen’s endearing art, 
If You Were Born a Kitten brings the miracle of birth to young read-
ers. This board book edition is perfect for caregiver and child. (2-4)

Simon & Schuster (board) $7.99

Clap Your Hands 
Lorinda Bryan Cauley

Full of reasons to get up and dance, little ones will
jump at the chance to join this menagerie of zany
animals and children as they stomp, wiggle, roar,
and spin their way through the day. The rhyming
text reinforces important concepts. (2-4)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

G.P. Putnam’s Sons (board) $6.99

You Are My I Love You
Maryann K. Cusimano, illustrated 
by Satomi Ichikawa

“I am your parent; you are my child. I am your
quiet place; you are my wild.” A day in the life 
of parent and child—full of smiles and giggles,
messes and meals, boundless energy and 
well-earned rest. (2-4) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Philomel Books $15.99

Little Brown Bear 
Won’t Take a Nap!
Jane Dyer

Instead of settling down for a winter nap like a
good bear, Little Brown Bear follows the geese
south to spend time playing on the beach. But,
one day he realizes how much he misses his cozy
bed and thinks about how his parents must miss
him. A first adventure that ends happily ever after.
(1-3)

Little, Brown & Company $15.95

Ten in the Bed
David Ellwand

Much-hugged, battered old teddy bears spring to
life in the favorite going-to-bed rhyme, There were
ten in the bed. Humorous, sophisticated pho-
tographs give this extra-generous, oversized
board book a classic appeal. (1-3)

Handprint Books (board) $9.95

Olivia’s Opposites
Ian Falconer

Olivia, the indomitable porcine heroine,
seems to be quite at home introducing the
concept of opposites. Her mouth is open or 
it is closed. She can make the lion be loud 
or make it be quiet. An amusing and 
slightly offbeat introduction to the world 
of opposites. (2-4)

Simon & Schuster (board) $6.99
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Sheila Rae’s Peppermint Stick
Kevin Henkes

Sheila Rae, big sister supreme, has a peppermint stick
that is long and thin and and oh-so tantalizing to her
little sister, Louise. Will she give Louise a lick or two, or
will she play the candy keep away game? A delightful,
simple story about sibling rivalry and sharing. (2-4)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Greenwillow Books (board) $6.95

Everywhere Babies
Susan Meyers, illustrated by Marla Frazee

With an irresistible rhyming text and delightfully
endearing illustrations, here is an exuberant 
celebration of playing, sleeping, crawling, and of
course, very noisy babies doing all the wonderful
things babies do best. (1-3)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

I Love You, Stinky Face 
Lisa McCourt, illustrated by Cyd Moore

A delightful message of a parent’s unconditional
love for their child. When the little child asks,
“Mama, what if I were a super smelly skunk…?”
and the mother responds, “Then, I’d plunk you in
a bubble bath…I’d whisper in your ear, ‘I love
you, Stinky Face.’” (1-3)

Troll (board) $6.95

Hush Little Baby
Sylvia Long

Bedtime is a special ritual for
parents and children. And lulla-
bies often play an important role.
This bestselling version of the
beloved lullaby, Hush Little 
Baby, is now available in a sturdy 
board book perfect for sharing with babies.
Praise for Hush Little Baby:: “Long’s song 
is gracious…timelessly reassuring…”
–Publishers Weekly (infant to 3)

Chronicle Books (board) $6.95 

Fiddle-I-Fee
Melissa Sweet

For a young child, a series of musical words is
a feast, indeed. In this board book edition of the
familiar nursery song, “I Fed my Cat Under
Yonder Tree,” there is a young child going
around the farm feeding the animals. Each of
the animals makes their own distinctive sound
until there is a whole parade, singing and danc-
ing their way around the farmyard. “Swishy-
swashy; quack, quack; chipsy-chopsy, and fid-
dle-i-fee!” (birth to 2)

Little, Brown & Co. (board) $5.95 
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Lucky
Boy
Susan Bease

Spending many days alone with no one to play
with, Boy sees that his human family is more con-
cerned with their own activities than with him. He
goes from just plain “Boy” to “Lucky Boy” when he
decides to dig out and discover companionship
and love. Publisher’s Weekly (starred review) (5-8)

Houghton Mifflin Co. $15.00

Ruby’s
Wish
Shirin Yim
Bridges,
illustrated by
Sophie Blackall

Ruby is unlike most little girls in Old China because she
is given the opportunity to go to school. Instead of
aspiring to get married, Ruby is determined to attend
the university when she grows up, just like the boys in
her family. Based upon the inspirational story of the
author’s grandmother and accompanied by richly
detailed illustrations, Ruby’s Wish is a lyrical portrait of
a young girl who stands up to an unfair societal stan-
dard and a family that rewards her hard work and
courage. (4-8)

Chronicle Books $14.95

Giggle, Giggle, Quack
Doreen Cronin, illustrated by 
Betsy Lewin

Farmer Brown goes on vacation leaving
instructions for his brother about the care of
the barnyard crew with words of warning
about Duck. With a pencil clamped in his
bill, mischievous Duck rewrites the daily
instructions so all his friends in the barnyard
get pizzas and videos. The gig is up when
Farmer Brown calls in and hears “Giggle,
Giggle, Quack” in the background. (5-8)

Simon & Schuster $15.00
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Angelina and Henry
Katharine Holabird, illustrated
by Helen Craig

Uncle Louis takes the mouse
cousins, Angelina and Henry,
on a camping trip to Big Cat
Mountain. Angelina and
Henry proceed to lose their
way just as a thunderstorm
closes in. Brave Angelina 
assuages Henry’s fears
until they are reunited with 
Uncle Louis. (4-6)

Pleasant Company $12.95

Puppy Trouble
Alexandra Day

With Rottweiler ingenuity, a puppy escapes from
his cage and gets himself in loads of domestic mis-
chief – with a little help from readers as they pull
tabs and lift flaps. Dog lovers of all ages will
delight in his misbehavior until at last he lands in
the arms of his beloved owner. (3-5)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.95

Olivia Saves the Circus
Ian Falconer

When she is asked at school to tell about her
summer vacation, Olivia tells of a fantastical trip 
to the circus. And, of course, she saved the day!
Because the circus people were sick with ear 
infections, Olivia had to fill in—riding the elephant,
taming the lions, etc. There is humorous contrast
between the proud Olivia as she tells her wild
tales and her unamused teacher. (4-7) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Simon & Schuster $16.00

A Story for Bear
Dennis Haseley, illustrated by Jim LaMarche

After finding curious scraps of an old letter, the
bear is led to a cabin where a young woman
unlocks for him the mysterious world of words
which he sees as only marks on the paper. He
returns day after day to hear the woman read 
stories of sailors, goddesses, and far-off places. 
A magical fantasy combined with luminous illus-
trations celebrating the joys of reading. (4-8)

Harcourt Children’s Books $15.95

You’re a Good Sport, 
Miss Malarkey
Judy Finchler and Kevin O’Malley

Miss Malarkey has always been a
team player. That is why she has
been recruited to be one of the
coaches for the new soccer league.
While her motto is “Let’s have fun,”
the parents along the sidelines have
other goals in mind. (5-8)

Walker and Company $15.95

Stella, Fairy of the Forest
Marie-Louise Gay

In their third adventure, Stella and her little 
brother, Sam, explore the magic of the forest.
Butterflies, snakes, rocks, and sheep provide 
fuel for Sam’s curious little-brother questions 
and Stella’s big-sister answers. (4-7)

Groundwood Books $15.95

Toot & Puddle

I’ll Be Home for Christmas
Holly Hobbie

Typical of Toot, he is off on another journey, 
this time for a family reunion in Scotland. But
Christmas is coming and his friend, Puddle,
decides that he needs to proceed with the
Christmas preparations. Even though Toot is
stopped at every turn by raging winter storms, 
he wants to spend Christmas with his best friend.
With determination and a bit of magic, Toot makes
it just in time. A story about the strong bonds of
friendship. (4-7)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Toot & Puddle
Top of the World
Holly Hobbie

Puddle awakens to find that Toot has taken off 
on another adventurous trip. Contrary to his own
stay-at-home lifestyle, Puddle decides to follow
Toot by train, by plane, and on foot literally to the
top of the world. A touching and humorous story
of true friendship. (4-7)

Little, Brown & Company $15.95 ea.
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Henry Builds a Cabin
D.B. Johnson 

When Henry Bear decides to build a cabin for him-
self in the woods, he gets some help and a lot of
advice from his friends. Inspired by the life of
Henry David Thoreau and illustrated with nature-
filled paintings by the author. (6-8)

Houghton Mifflin Co. $15.00

Betsy Who Cried Wolf !
Gail Carson Levine, illustrated by Scott Nash

After taking the Shepherd’s Oath, Betsy comes up
against Zimmo, a very unusual and hungry wolf
with a plan. This is the traditional tale of “The Boy
Who Cried Wolf” with its own humorous twist that
creates a funny tale with an unforgettable heroine
who just won’t give up. (6-8)

HarperCollins Publisher $15.95

HarperCollins Treasury of 
Picture Book Classics
A Child’s First Collection
Introduction by Valerie Lewis

A collection of 12 beloved classics that introduce
the pleasures of picture books to young children.
Such favorites as Goodnight Moon, Pete’s a Pizza,
and If You Give a Mouse a Cookie are included.
Chosen by a panel of children’s literature experts,
the book also contains book notes and helpful tips
for extending the reading experience. (3-5)

HarperCollins Publishers $24.99

Goin’ 
Someplace
Special
Patricia McKissack,
illustrated by 
Jerry Pinkney

The author has 
drawn on her own 
experiences of life in
Nashville, Tennessee
in the 50s. In this
story, Tricia Ann learns to keep her head high in the
face of segregation knowing that there is one “special
place” where she is always welcome with open arms—
the library. (6-9) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Simon & Schuster $16.00

Micawber
John Lithgow, illustrated by C.F. Payne

Micawber, a New York squirrel, visits the
“palace on Fifth Avenue,” otherwise known
as The Metropolitan Museum where he
feasts his eyes on all the treasures hanging
on the walls. One day he observes an art
student copying the old masters and decides
to try his “tail” at creating some “fine art.”
Before long, he has a surprising collection of
his own to display for his friends. (4-8)

Simon & Schuster $17.95

Angelo
David Macaulay 

As Angelo, the stonemason, begins a new job
restoring the façade of an ancient Roman Church,
he discovers a wounded pigeon tucked away in 
a cranny. Reluctantly, Angelo becomes the bird’s
savior and they become constant companions. 
A poignant story of enduring friendship. (6-8)

Houghton Mifflin Co. $15.00

The Night 
Before
Christmas
Clement Clarke
Moore, illustrated by 
Robert Sabuda

This pop-up rendition of
the classic tale of the Night Before Christmas is sure to
become a family favorite. Award winner Robert Sabuda takes
the art of the pop-up book light-years ahead. Child and adult
alike will be fascinated by the intricate, complicated pop-up
illustrations. This brings new, sparkling life to a familiar and
well-loved verse. (all ages)

Simon & Schuster $24.95

Take Me Out of the Bathtub
Alan Katz, illustrated by David Catrow

Hilarious new words for familiar tunes that 
parents and children can sing together. The song
of the book’s title is sung by a boy to the tune of
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” in which he claims
that he has been in the tub so long that he has
used “One, two, three bars of soap/Take me
out…I’m clean.” Some others include a room
cleaning song to the tune of “I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad” and an overdue library book 
song to the tune of “Home on the Range.” The
amusing lyrics are perfectly exaggerated by the
outlandish illustrations. (4-8)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Simon & Schuster $15.00
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Little Wolf and the Moon
Marjorie Dennis Murray, illustrated by 
Stacey Schuett

Like the young everywhere, Little Wolf is bursting
with questions! In awe of the world around him,
he lies awake underneath the stars, focusing all
his questions on the moon. Soon he drifts off to
sleep in an inviting bedtime story that is a celebra-
tion of both nature and youthful curiosity. (4-6)

Marshall Cavendish $16.95

If You Take a Mouse to School
Laura Numeroff, illustrated by Felicia Bond

If you take a mouse to school, he’ll ask you for
your lunchbox. When you give him your lunchbox,
he’ll want a sandwich. Besides doing a little math
and spelling a word or two, Mouse creates chaos
with a messy science experiment, builds himself a
house out of blocks, and writes his first story. It’s
never been more fun to go to school. (4-6)

Laura Geringer Books $15.99

Mrs.
Spitzer’s
Garden
Edith Pattou,
illustrated by
Tricia Tusa

Mrs. Spitzer, a
wise teacher,
knows that
both gardens
and children
flourish with

tender, loving care.
This simple, moving story along with the inspired,
whimsical illustrations celebrates all that teachers do,
year after year, to help our children grow and blossom.

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER (4-8)

Harcourt, Inc. $16.00

Scranimals
Jack Prelutsky, illustrated by Peter Sís

Traveling on a yellow scooter, two young explorers
journey through the land of Scranimal Island, an
island populated by scranimals of all kinds. You
never know what dangerous, funny, or mischievous
adventures they will have when a shark is scram-
bled with a radish or a chicken with spinach. (5-7)

Greenwillow Books $16.99

My Friend Rabbit
Eric Rohmann

When Mouse lets his best friend, Rabbit, play with his
brand-new airplane, trouble isn’t far behind. Of course,
Rabbit has a solution—but when Rabbit sets out to
solve a problem, even bigger problems follow. (3-5)

Roaring Brook Press $15.95

David Gets
in Trouble
David Shannon

No matter what
trouble he is in,
David always
claims it was
not his fault.
This is the lighthearted story about David coming to the
realization that saying he is sorry makes him feel much
better. (4-6)

Scholastic $15.95

Big Bear Ball
Joanne Ryder, illustrated by Steven Kellogg

No one can sleep when the moon is full, the sky 
is starry, and the Big Bear Ball is in full swing.
Neither the bears nor the sleepy foxes and moles,
and surely not the boisterous ‘gator, who takes a
dancing bear for the spin of his life. Dance and
sway to the Big Bear Beat! (4-6)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.95

Epossumondas
Coleen Salley, illustrated by Janet Stevens

An outrageous twist on the southern story of
the noodlehead who takes everything way too
literally. Better choose your words wisely when
Epossumondas is around, otherwise you never
know what you’ll get…a fist full of crumbs or a
soaking wet puppy. He is, however, the silliest,
most lovable possum. (4-6)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

Mud is Cake
Pam Muñoz Ryan, illustrated by 
David McPhail

“You can be most anything in dreams, or
wide-awake. If you agree that juice is tea…
if you believe that mud is cake.” Ryan, in
rhyming verse, celebrates imagination and
the joys of pretend play as the two children
entertain their stuffed animal friends that
have magically transformed into a bear king
and an elephant queen. The soft, watercolor
illustrations perfectly reflect the sense of old-
fashioned, child-powered imagination. (3-6)

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99
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Madlenka’s Dog
Peter Sís

When Madlenka’s parents say no to a dog,
Madlenka has to depend on her imagination to
fulfill her wishes. She takes her imaginary dog
for a walk, only to discover that her neighbors
also see a dog, but each dog is fashioned out of
their own memories. Peter Sís uses lift-up flaps
and peek-through windows to bring us into
Madlenka’s magical world where play and 
fantasy make wishes come true. (4-6)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $17.00

Dear Mrs. LaRue
Letters from Obedience School
Mark Teague

Ike LaRue tries everything to return home
from obedience school to his creature com-
forts and the company of his owner, Mrs.
LaRue. What Ike portrays in his weepy letters
home and the reality of his camp experience
are hilariously juxtaposed in split screen
visuals. He escapes to Snort City in the nick
of time to save Mrs. LaRue. (5-8)

Scholastic $15.95

Eloise Takes a Bawth
Kay Thompson and Mart Crowley, 
illustrated by Hilary Knight

Mr. Salamone is coming for tea at the Plaza Hotel and Eloise must
take a “bawth.” After many protestations, into the bawth she goes.
Doesn’t a proper bawth require an abundance of lovely, bubbly
bawth water? Just as the Plaza Hotel is about to drown in bubbles,
Eloise saves the day, clean as a whistle. (5-8)

Simon & Schuster $17.95

Zathura
Chris Van Allsburg

Remember Danny running off after his
brother, Walter, with the magical game
tucked under his arm at the end of Van
Allsburg’s Caldecott Medal-winning book,
Jumanji? The new book, Zathura, reveals
what happens to the boys as they play their
round of the mysterious game they found
in the park. It is a breathtaking adventure
that takes them on a dramatic trip into time
and space and leaves the battling brothers
with a new perspective. (6-8)

Houghton Mifflin Co. $18.00

Can You See What I See?
Picture Puzzles to Search and Solve
Walter Wick

Large format pictures on each page show a jam-packed 
collection of all kinds of kid-friendly odds and ends: game
board pieces, plastic animals, blocks, small toys, marbles,
etc. The reader is given a rhyming puzzle to solve by finding
the answers in the jumbled piles. The puzzles are challeng-
ing and fun, and each picture is a feast for the eye. (3-7)

Scholastic Press $13.95

The
Three
Pigs
David
Wiesner

So you think you know the story of the “Three Little Pigs?” Not
with David Wiesner at the helm. When the wolf huffs and puffs at
the door of the first little pig, he blows the first pig right out of the
story frame. One by one, the pigs exit the fairy tale’s border and
set off on an adventure of their own into other familiar story-
books, rescuing about-to-be slain dragons and luring the cat and
the fiddle to exit their rhyme. Caldecott Medal Winner. (4-8)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Houghton Mifflin $16.00

Sailor Moo
Cow at Sea
Lisa Wheeler,
illustrated by
Ponder Goembel

From the time she
was a calf, the lure
of the sea has
beckoned Moo.
After hoofing it to
the bay, Moo’s first ship boasts a crew
of cats. Blown overboard, Moo is rescued by the 
mysterious Red Angus. After seeing his stash of
jewels and milking stools, Moo fears her adventure
has led her to a pirate ship. (4-6)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

Yoko’s Paper Cranes
Rosemary Wells

When Yoko was very small, she and her
grandmother, Obaasan, fed the cranes in the
pond at the end of the garden. When Yoko
moves to California, she writes many letters to
her grandmother. For her grandmother’s birth-
day, Yoko sends the most wonderful gift of all:
a paper crane. (4-6)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Hyperion Books for Children $15.99
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King Midas
The Golden Touch
Demi

What a perfect introduction to Greek myth. Demi
takes the story of King Midas who has been blessed
by the god Dionysus with the ability to turn every-
thing he touches to gold. Eventually, of course, he
learns that one must be careful what one wishes for.
In the hands of Demi, this well-known story takes on
a spectacular presentation—full of a multitude of
small details and splashes of gold paint. Each page 
is bordered by rich golden patterns. (4-8)

Simon & Schuster $19.95

The Brave Little Seamstress
Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by Giselle Potter

In a clever retelling of the Grimms’ classic 
“The Brave Little Tailor,” the little seamstress 
triumphs over every obstacle in her path with
pluck and determination as she sets off to tell
the world of her feats. Not many can beat the
claims of “Seven with One Blow,” never mind
that they were only flies! (5-8)

Simon & Schuster $16.00

New York’s Bravest
Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by 
Steve Johnson and Lou Fancher

Based on the life of a real volunteer fireman in the
1840s by the name of Mose Humphreys, Mary Pope
Osbourne has distilled the legends about him to a
brief, dramatic, sometimes comical, but ultimately
moving story of the hero of legend. The book is 
dedicated to the NYC firefighters who lost their lives
on September 11, 2001. Publisher’s Weekly, Kirkus
Reviews, and Booklist. (starred reviews) (5-8)

Alfred A. Knopf $15.95

This Gum for Hire
A Chet Gecko Mystery
Bruce Hale

Herman the Gila Monster, arch enemy, 
is the prime suspect as one by one the
football players begin to disappear.
Herman decides to call on Chet Gecko to
clear his name. Chet and his partner,
Natalie Attired, must solve the case fast
or face the wrath of Herman the Gila
Monster. (7-9)

Harcourt Children’s Books $14.00

Gooney Bird Greene
Lois Lowry, illustrated by 
Middy Thomas

From the moment of her arrival 
at Watertower Elementary School,
Gooney Bird Greene captures the
imagination of her fellow 2nd
graders with her unique outfits,
her unusual lunches, and her 
talent for storytelling. A celebra-
tion of the extraordinary events 
in everyday life. (7-9)

Houghton Mifflin Co.
$15.00

Junie B. , First Grader (at last!)
Barbara Park, illustrated by Denise Brunkus

It’s a new school year and everything is 
different. Junie B. Jones has a new classroom, 
a new teacher, and even some new friends.
She also has a new problem—she might 
need to get glasses! Will Junie B. manage 
to convince her parents that her eyes are just
fine the way they are? (6-8)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Random House (pb) $3.99

Junie B. , First Grader
Toothless Wonder
Barbara Park, illustrated by 
Denise Brunkus

One of Junie B. Jones’s top front
teeth is loose! Only Junie B. is not
that thrilled about this development.
She might look like toothless Uncle
Willie. Besides, there are all sorts of
questions about the tooth fairy. So
many questions, so little time. (6-8)

Random House $11.95
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Silly and Sillier
Read-Aloud Tales from Around the World
Told by Judy Sierra, illustrated by Valeri Gorbachev

This big, beautiful book offers 20 favorite tales from around
the world that will tickle the funny bone of young listeners.
From Iran to Italy, the Bahamas to Borneo, these tales have
similar themes to standard favorites such as the “Three Little
Pigs.” The brief, lickety-split retellings and the many colorful
illustrations invite children to read it again and again. (5-8)

Alfred A. Knopf $19.95

Sense Pass King
A Story from Cameroon
Katrin Tchana, illustrated by 
Trina Schart Hyman

A young girl’s brilliance is so dazzling, with
gifts so exceptional, that she is named Sense
Pass King because she has more sense than
even the king. A fierce battle between Sense
Pass King and the jealous king determines 
the girl’s fate and the kingdom’s future. 
★ “A winner.” Publisher’s Weekly (starred
review) (5-8)

Holiday House $16.95

If the 
Shoe Fits
Voices from
Cinderella
Laura Whipple,
illustrated by
Laura Beingessner

This intriguing work re-envisions the time honored
tale of Cinderella—after the ball was over. Written as
a narrative poem, the reader hears from Cinderella 
in her old age, her remorseful father (now a ghost),
her stepsisters, the fairy godmother and even the
besotted prince. Whipple renders moments of 
melancholy, as well as the moments of humor. 
“This fresh, engaging presentation of the Cinderella
story unfolds like a lyric opera.” –Publisher’s Weekly
(10 and up)

Simon & Schuster $17.95

Magic Tree House #26
Good Morning Gorillas
Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by
Sal Murdocca

The Magic Tree House takes Jack
and Annie off to the mountains of
Africa where they run into a very
large mountain gorilla. Should they
shake hands with him or run in the
other direction? The ominous-look-
ing creature turns out to be surpris-
ingly gentle and serves to help them
learn some necessary magic. (8-10)

Random House (pb) $3.99

Magic Tree House #27

Thanksgiving on Thursday
Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by 
Sal Murdocca

The Magic Tree House whisks Jack and Annie
back to the eve of the first Thanksgiving.
There they meet the Pilgrims as well as
Squanto, the Native American who helped the
Pilgrims in the now strange land. The story
offers an age-appropriate, in-depth picture of
what life was really like for early settlers, as
well as the usual Magic Tree House adventure
and excitement. (8-10)

Random House (pb) $3.99

You Read to Me &
I’ll Read to You
20th Century Stories
to Share
Selected by Janet
Schulman

An anthology with sure-
fire appeal for children
who are starting to read
on their own but still
enjoy being read to. 
This treasury contains 26
selections, ranging from

humorous to magical to contemporary to just plain silly by
such outstanding authors and illustrators as Maurice Sendak,
William Steig, Judy Blume, and Roald Dahl. (5 and up)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Alfred A. Knopf $34.95

Easy As Apple Pie
A Harry and Emily
Adventure
Karen Gray Ruelle

Follow the warmhearted and
wacky escapades of siblings,
Harry and Emily. Harry loves
apples, but Emily doesn’t. Worst
of all, they are going over to
Grandma and Grandpa’s for a
sleepover to make yucky apple
pies! What kind of sleepover is
this going to be? “Cheery and
pleasant.” Kirkus Reviews (6-8)

Holiday House $14.95
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The School
Story
Andrew Clements,
illustrated by
Brian Selznick

Twelve-year-old
Natalie Nelson
has written a
school story that
her best friend
Zoe proclaims

good enough to publish. But how can two sixth
graders conquer the tough world of children’s
publishing? With talent, ingenuity, and a little 
cunning—and some help from a couple of 
skeptical grown-ups—Natalie and Zoe show it 
can be done. “A comic novel that’s a sure winner.”
–School Library Journal. (9-12)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Simon & Schuster (pb) $4.99

A Week in the Woods
Andrew Clements

Maybe this time will be different for Mark Chelmsley.
It is a new school, new kids, but Mr. Maxwell is
another teacher who doesn’t like him. After realizing
that this school trip into the woods may be his
chance to prove himself, Mark is upset to find that
Mr. Maxwell is accusing him unjustly and that he is
being sent home. Mark and Mr. Maxwell learn much
about themselves and each other after Mr. Maxwell
sets out into the New Hampshire wilderness to find
the runaway Mark. (9-12)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

Love That Dog
Sharon Creech

Jack hates poetry. Only girls write it and every
times he tries, his mind feels empty. However, 
Ms. Stretchberry won’t stop assigning poetry 
writing, so Jack can’t avoid it. But then something
amazing happens. The more he writes, the more
he learns he does have something to say. Jack
finds his voice with the help of his teacher, a
writer, a pencil, some yellow paper, and of 
course, a dog. (9-12)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Joanna Cotler Books $15.95

Bud,
Not
Buddy
Christopher
Paul Curtis

Set in 1930s Michigan, motherless Bud sets off to
track down his supposed dad whom he believes is
the standup-bass player for the band, Dusky
Devastators of the Depression. Armed with nothing
but a suitcase full of memories, Bud embarks on an
exciting and heartbreaking adventure. Along the
way, the reader meets humorous, wonderful char-
acters, and learns about the high notes of the jazz
era and the dark tones of the depression. Winner of
the Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott King Award.
(10 and up)

Bantam Doubleday Dell (pb) $5.95

The Tiger
Rising
Kate diCamillo

Walking
through the
misty Florida
woods one
morning, 12
year-old Rob
Horton is
stunned to
encounter a
tiger—a real-life, very large tiger—pacing back and
forth in a cage. On the very same day, he meets
Sistine Bailey, a girl who shows her feelings as readily
as Rob hides his. As they learn to trust each other,
Rob and Sistine prove that some things like memories,
heartaches, and tigers can’t be locked up forever. (10
and up)

Candlewick (pb) $5.99

Pictures 
of Hollis
Woods
Patricia Reilly
Giff

After way too
many unsuc-
cessful foster
homes, Hollis
Woods finds
peace with
Josie, an elder-
ly, quirky
artist. When
Josie falters, Hollis Woods takes steps to ensure
that the Department of Social Services will not
interfere, but she finds herself drawn to the 
memories and the pictures in her head of her
time with the Regan family, the one place where
all will be safe. A story about the importance of
artistic vision and creativity. (9-12)

Wendy Lamb Books $15.95

Witness
Karen Hesse

Here is the story of a 
community in 1924 on
the brink of a disaster as
told through the voices 
of the inhabitants of the
small Vermont town
threatened by the 
invasion of the Ku Klux
Klan. As the town turns
against its own, no one is
safe, especially two young girls—one who is African American and 
the other Jewish. Newberry Medalist Karen Hesse takes the readers
into the hearts and minds of those who bear witness. (10-12)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Scholastic Press $16.95

The
Thief
Lord
Cornelia
Funke

Prosper
and Bo are
orphans on
the run, hiding in Venice from their cruel aunt and
uncle. Scipio, a 13 year-old boy who calls himself
the Thief Lord, takes them into his “family” of
homeless children where they support themselves
with the spoils of petty crime. When the Thief
Lord takes on a bigger job, the stakes are raised
as the children get involved in an exciting and
magical adventure which will change their lives
forever. (10 and up)

Chicken House $16.95
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A Corner of the Universe
Ann Martin

Hattie Owen thought the summer was going
to be just like any other summer—helping
her mother with the boarding house and
working alongside her painter father. 
That is, until her Uncle Adam returns. Adam
suffers from mental illness and the compas-
sionate Hattie finds a bond that is part care-
giver, mother, and friend. There are painful
challenges as she faces not only some mean-
spirited people of her small town, but her
own fears as well. (11-13)

Scholastic $15.95

The
Same
Stuff as
Stars
Katherine
Paterson

Eleven-year-old Angel Morgan, despite her youth, 
is really the head of her family. When her mother
leaves Angel and her brother at the home of their great 
grandmother, Angel finds a welcoming haven, a library
nearby, and a pasture with a view of the night sky.
Here Angel finds adults that are loving and trustworthy
and willing to help her realize the strength to rise above
her own circumstances. (10 and up)

Houghton Mifflin $15.00

Fair
Weather
Richard Peck

In 1893, Rosie
takes her first
trip to the big
city of Chicago
along with her
siblings and her
rascally old
granddad as
they travel to
the World’s Fair.
On the verge of the new century and her own adulthood,
Rosie discovers the world in and around her while also
coming face-to-face with some of the era’s most famous
people. A charming book full of humor and 
misadventures. (9-12)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Dial Books $16.99

I Was a Rat
Philip Pullman

With a comic
twist on the
Cinderella story,
a grubby page-
boy lands on the
doorstep of a
lonely old cou-

ple with the story that he was one of the rat page-
boys who was off playing at the end of the ball and
missed being returned to his rat state by the Fairy
Godmother. Pleased to have a boy of their own, they
name him Roger; but others think he is a danger to
society. A clever and amusing parody. (9-11)

Random House (pb) $4.99

Lemony
Snicket:
The
Unauthorized
Autobiography
Lemony Snicket

A must-read for all
the fans of the
New York Times
best-selling series of books entitled A
Series of Unfortunate Events. It answers the burning
questions such as: Who is this Lemony Snicket?
Why has his face never been captured on film? Why
is he so obsessed with three unlucky orphans and a
woman named Beatrice? Author Snicket has just as
much 
fun creating his own autobiography as he has had
creating the popular tongue in cheek series. (10-14)

HarperCollins Publishers $11.95

Love, Ruby
Lavender
Deborah Wiles

Ruby Lavender and
her grandmother,
Miss Eula, were
inseparable—even
driving the get-
away car together
as they saved
chickens from the
slaughterhouse.
But this summer,
with Miss Eula in
Hawaii, Ruby
fears a lonely,
empty summer.
Instead she makes a new friend, saves the school
play, writes numerous letters to her beloved grand-
mother, and learns to stop blaming herself for her
grandfather’s death. (10-12)

Harcourt Children’s Books (pb) $5.95

Caleb’s Story
Patricia MacLachlan

The third book in author Patricia MacLachlans’
series (Sarah, Plain and Tall—winner of the
Newbery Medal—and Skylark) continues in her
signature spare, poignant style, spinning a tale
of love, of forgiveness, and about the ties that
bind a family together. An excellent work of
historical fiction.  (8-10)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Joanna Cotler Books (pb) $4.99

A Series of Unfortunate Events: 
The Carnivorous Carnival
Lemony Snicket

For most children, time at a carnival is nothing but
good family fun. Not for the Baudelaire orphans!
Their time at a carnival turns out to be yet another
episode in a now unbearable series of unfortunate
events. This is the ninth installment in the irrepress-
ible, tongue-in-cheek series. “Hilarious… Luckily for
fans, the woes of the Baudelaires are far from over.”
Publisher’s Weekly, (starred review) (9-12)

HarperCollins
Publishers
$10.95
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Artemis
Fowl
Eoin Colfer

Artemis, a
most unusual hero, is a combination of Sherlock
Holmes, James Bond, and Attila the Hun! Even
Artemis does not know what he’s taken on when
he kidnaps the fairy, Captain Holly Short of the
LEPrecon Unit. Artemis thinks he’s got the fairies
right where he wants them, but then they stop
playing by the rules… (10-14)

Hyperion Books

for Children (pb) $6.99

Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident
Eoin Colfer

Artemis Fowl, the bestselling antihero, returns in this
superb sequel. Artemis Fowl, Sr. has disappeared and 
is presumed dead, but his son is convinced that he is
being held hostage in the frozen wilderness of the
Arctic. Captain Holly Short, Artemis’ erstwhile enemy,
joins forces with him to save his father when Holly 
realizes that Artemis can help her regain her status in
the fairy world by squelching a coup lead by a power-
hungry pixie. A roller coaster plot filled with high jinks,

Children’s Choice
nominee (16
states) and IRA
Teacher’s Choice.
(9-12)

Harcourt
Children’s
Books
$17.00

Coraline
Neil Gaiman

When Coraline steps through the locked door in
her family’s new flat, she finds a world which
caters to her every whim. But when she wants to

leave, things turn
very unpleasant, very
quickly. To save her
parents, other
trapped children, and
herself, Coraline must
fight with all her wits
and courage in a tale
of good and evil that
will enchant young
readers.(10-14)

HarperCollins
Publishers$15.95

Harry Potter
and the Goblet
of Fire
J.K. Rowling

In the opening of
the fourth book of
the series, Harry is
anxiously awaiting
the start of school at
the Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and
Wizardry and
release from his
tedious Muggles rel-
atives. A harrowing vision in the night alerts him that
his archenemy, Lord Voldemort, is once again deter-
mined to destroy him. This adventure has all the excite-
ment of the previous books: the Quidditch World Cup

$6.99

Arthur: At
the
Crossing
Places
Kevin
Crossley-
Holland

In book two of the Arthur trilogy begun with The
Seeing Stone, Arthur now serves as the squire to
Lord Stephen 
of Holt Castle. Even though this is a 
fulfillment of a dream, Arthur now faces chal-
lenges as well. He longs to break away from the
control of his unfeeling father, to pursue the

dreams of
becoming a
crusader, to
find his mother,
and eventually
win the hand of
the fair Winnie.
The adventure
continues! (10-
14)

Scholastic
Press $17.95

Gathering Blue
Lois Lowry

Kira, an orphan with a twisted leg, lives in a world
where the weak are cast aside. Spared because she
is a gifted weaver, she is given the important job of
repairing the tapestry that contains the history of
her world. While her talent keeps her alive, she
soon 
discovers that she is surrounded by many 
mysteries and secrets. (10-14)

Dell Laurel-Leaf (pb) $6.50

high-tech weaponry,
humor, and fantasy.
(10-14)

Hyperion Books for
Children$16.95

Jeremy Thatcher,
Dragon Hatcher
A Magic Shop Book
Bruce Coville, illustrated
by Gary A. Lippincott

A great favorite is back
in print! After Jeremy
Thatcher stumbles into
the magic shop, he

leaves with a small 
marbled dragon’s egg. When it hatches, Jeremy’s wildest
dreams take wing. A humorous and touching story that
might make dragons really exist for a little while.

Arthur: The Seeing Stone
Kevin Crossley- Holland

In 1199, young Arthur de Caldecott
dreams impatiently of becoming a knight.
When his father’s friend Merlin gives him
a shining piece of obsidian, his life
becomes entwined with that of his name-
sake, the Arthur whose life he sees
unfold in the stone. Publisher’s Weekly
(starred review), Guardian Children’s
Fiction Prize, BookSense 76 list. (10-14)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD
WINNER

Scholastic (pb)
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The
Sisterhood of
the
Traveling
Pants
Ann Brashares

Faced with
spending the
summer apart
for the first time
in many years,

four friends make a pact to send a pair of jeans
recently purchased from a thrift store from person
to person so that they can share in each other’s
summer experience. The magic of the pants goes
beyond the curious fact that even though each girl
is different, the pants mysteriously fit each of them.
Funny, edgy, poignant, and sophisticated.
BookSense, Book of the Year for Young Readers.
(12-14)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Bantam Doubleday Dell $14.95

Whale Talk
Chris Crutcher

By the time he is a
senior, T.J. Jones
has dealt with his
share of life’s
painful lessons,
including racial
prejudice and bul-

lies. He still cannot abide intolerance so when a
mentally challenged classmate is the subject of
harassment, T.J. hatches a plan of revenge that
involves assembling a swim team of the most
unlikely school athletes. A wise and compassionate
story full of the intensity of athletic competition and
hair-raising incidents. (12 and up) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Random House $15.99

What Would
Joey Do?
Jack Gantos

In this dazzling
conclusion to the
Joey Pigza trilo-
gy, Jack Gantos’
acclaimed hyper-
active hero dis-
covers that settling down isn’t good for anything if
he can’t find a way to stop the people he cares
about from winding him up all over again. Other
books in the series are Joey Pigza Swallows the
Key and Joey Pigza Loses Control. (12-14)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $16.00

Big Mouth &
Ugly Girl
Joyce Carol Oates

In her first novel for
young adults, criti-
cally acclaimed
author Joyce Carol
Oates has created 
a provocative and
unflinching story 
of friendship and
family, and of loyal-
ty and betrayal.

When Matt’s big mouth gets him in serious trouble,
Ursala—a.k.a. Ugly Girl—is the only one who knows
what Matt really said and must give up her aloof 
attitude to help him. (12-14)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.95

True
Believer
Virginia
Euwer Wolff

LaVaughn is ecstatic when she learns that Jody is
moving back into her housing project. He is sure to
become her boyfriend as they were best friends as
children. LaVaughn agonizes when Jody does not
return her affections. Author Virginia Wolff explores
the themes of gender identity, class, religion, and
love with her penetrating and gleaming literary style.
National Book Award (12-14)

Simon & Schuster $7.99

Stargirl
Jerry Spinelli

Spinelli’s Stargirl
seems like a
supernatural
teen character—
previously
home schooled, altruis-
tic, and completely untouched by popular 
culture; someone who both attracts and repels the
sensitive Leo. He must grapple with who she is 
and how they work together as they confront 
the emotional highs and lows of a high school
microcosm in which individuality is pitted against
conformity. (12-14)

Random House (pb) $8.95

The Land
Mildred D. Taylor

Relying on her own
family heritage,
Mildred Taylor tells
the story of Paul-
Edward Logan, 
son of a white plan-
tation owner and a
former slave, his
unusual upbringing
by his white father,
his adventures after leaving the plantation, and even-
tually his acquisition of land to farm and raise his own
family. The seventh book in the award-winning series 
documenting the history of the Logan family. (12-14)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Phyllis Fogelman Books $16.99

The House of
the Scorpion
Nancy Farmer

Around every turn in
this vivid, futuristic
adventure is a heart-
stopping surprise
with unforgettable
consequences. 
Matt, the friendless,
beastly boy, and 
El Patron, lord of a
country called
Opium, share more
than their surround-

ings, they share identical DNA. As Matt struggles to
understand his existence, he is threatened by sinister
and dangerous circumstances and must sort out the
complex problems of right and wrong. (12-15)

Atheneum $17.95

Knocked Out by My 
Nunga-Nungas
Further, Further Confessions of
Georgia Nicolson
Louise Rennison

The irrepressible heroine of the award-
winning books (Angus, Thongs and Full-
Frontal Snogging and On the Bright Side
I’m Now the Girlfriend of a Sex God) is
back, and funnier than ever! Georgia has
finally landed Robbie the Sex God, so
life must be perfect…right? Wrong!
“Fans will not be disappointed with this
hilarious sequel –Publisher’s Weekly
(starred review). (12-15)

HarperCollins Publishers $15.95



Will Rogers
Frank Keating,
illustrated by
Mike Wimmer

Quick on his
steed, but even
quicker with his
wits, Will Rogers
loved people,
adventure, and

travel to the four corners
of the earth. With Rogers’s own timeless quotes,
this picture book tells the story of a great maverick
who lived the American dream. (7-10)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00
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America, A Patriotic Primer
Lynne Cheney, illustrated by Robin Preiss Glasser

A succinct history of the United States in the form
of an ABC book. The 26 people and ideas that
comprise the book come from a lifetime of learn-
ing about the American past, and on inspiration
the author has gained from witnessing recent
history firsthand. The text and illustrations com-
bine to teach history by celebrating the diversity,
tenacity, and faith of the American people. (6-9)

Simon & Schuster $16.95

We
Were
There,
Too! 
Young
People
in U.S.
History
Phillip
Hoose

From the boys who sailed with Columbus to today’s
young activists, the book brings to life the contributions
of young people throughout American history. Based on
primary sources and including 160 authentic images,
this unique history book highlights the fascinating stories
of more than 70 young people from diverse cultures who
were caught up in some of our country’s most dramatic
moments. (12 and up) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Farrar, Straus & Giroux $26.00

It’s Our
World, Too!
Young
People Who
Are Making a
Difference

How They Do
It—How You
Can Too!
Phillip Hoose,
foreword by Pete
Seeger

Two books in one: first, 14 fascinating accounts of
children working for human rights, the needy, the
environment, or world peace. Second, it is a hand-
book for young activists with practical suggestions
for social action projects. It gives young people the
tools to bring about change. (12 and up)

Farrar, Straus & Giroux (pb) $13.00

Martin’s Big Words
The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Doreen Rappaport

Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of the most influen-
tial and gifted speakers of all time. This picture
book biography of Dr. King brings his life and the
profound nature of his message to young children
through his own words. (6-10)  

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Jump at the Sun $15.99

If the
World
Were a
Village
A Book
About the
World’s
People
David J.
Smith,
illustrated by
Shelagh Armstrong

By imagining the whole world as a village of just
100 people, children will discover that life in other
nations is often very different from their own. The
shrunk-down statistics —some surprising, some
shocking — will encourage readers to embrace the
bigger picture and help them to establish their own
place in the global village. (6-10)

Kids Can Press $15.95

Leonardo’s
Horse
Jean Fritz, illustrated
by Hudson Talbott

Leonardo da Vinci
dreamed of capturing
the majesty of a horse
in motion. His clay
model based on years
of study was
destroyed and the
horse was never com-

pleted. Today in Milan, 500 years after da Vinci’s
death, Charles Dent has recreated da Vinci’s dream
in all its glory. (7-10) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Penguin Putnam $16.99

Big Jimmy’s Kum Kau 
Chinese Take Out
Ted Lewin

Mountains of meats and vegetables pile 
up on the counter. Flames dance beneath
steaming woks and orders pour in at the
Kum Kau Restaurant. See the fast-paced
action behind the counter and in the kitchen
through the eyes of Jimmy, the youngest
helper. You can almost smell and taste the
delectable food! (6-9)

HarperCollins Publishers $16.95

Magic Tree House
Research Guide

Titanic
Will Osborne and Mary
Pope Osborne, illustrated
by Sal Murdocca

In one of the best-selling
Magic Tree House books,
Jack and Annie spend
some time on the ill-
fated Titanic. In this research
guide, The authors give some of the background
on the Titanic. How long did it take to build and
why did it sink? What was it like to be a passenger
and what happened to the people who survived? It
also includes information about the search for the
sunken remains and the Titanic artifacts. An inter-
esting way to make history come alive. (8-10)

Random House (pb) $4.99



Frida
Jonah Winter, 
illustrated by Ana Juan

The life of the Mexican painter
Frida Kahlo told in a stunning
picture book biography. Beset
by many tragedies that
included polio as a young girl

and a near-fatal bus accident, Frida
Kahlo was able to rise above these
obstacles with the help of her art. Ana
Juan, has based the style of her illus-
trations on Kahlo’s own style. 

Scholastic Press $16.95
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Summersaults
Douglas Florian

In 28 exuberant poems, author-artist
Florian celebrates all things deliciously
summer. There is inspiration (and 
perhaps a dash of perspiration) in the
hazy days, the fly balls, the swimming
holes, bare feet, and even thunder-
storms and mosquito bites. (5-8)

Greenwillow Books $15.95

Emeril’s
There’s a
Chef in
My Soup!
Recipes for
the Kid in
Everyone
Emeril
LaGasse

Chef Emeril knows that kids don’t just like to eat
what comes out of the kitchen—they like to make 
it too! In his first children’s cookbook, he includes
75 extra-tasty recipes specially designed so that
children of all ages can learn to cook the food they
love to eat. This is real cooking, with proper terms,
techniques, and how-to’s of the kitchen, for the
whole family to make, eat, and enjoy together. 
(6 and up)

HarperCollins Publishers $22.95 

Awful Ogre’s Awful Day
Jack Prelutsky, illustrated by
Paul O. Zelinsky

In 18 of the most outlandishly
funny, outrageously original poems
and pictures, the book presents an
awful day in the life of Awful Ogre.
However, when Awful Ogre has an awful day, he
thinks it is wonderful. From the time he opens his one
eye, he is an ogre on the move: dancing, eating, and
misbehaving to perfectly awful perfection. (5-8)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Greenwillow Books $17.95

The Frogs Wore 
Red Suspenders
Jack Prelutsky, illustrated by 
Petra Mathers

Jack Prelutsky and Petra Mathers
join together to produce a stupen-

dous spree of 28 exuberant poems. There are
tongue twisting places to visit, remarkable sights
to savor, and unforgettable characters. Delightful
poems for enjoying alone or reading aloud. (5-8)

Greenwillow Books $15.95

Ella Fitzgerald
The Tale of 
a Vocal Virtuosa
Andrea Davis
Pinkney, illustrated
by Brian Pinkney

A character known
as Scat Cat Monroe
is the biographic
narrator for the
story about the life
of the queen of scat, Ella Fitzgerald. From her discovery
in a 1934 talent contest at the legendary Harlem Apollo
Theater to her move to the grooving rhythms of bebop,
Scat Cat Monroe highlights the great moments of
Fitzgerald’s life as she confronted the racial barriers 
at many jazz clubs and pushed the limits of the jazz
medium.  (8-12) 

Scholastic Press $16.99

19 Varieties
of Gazelle
Poems of the
Middle East
Naomi Shihab Nye

With a foot in
both worlds,
Naomi Shihab
Nye has been
writing about the
Middle East all of her life. For the first time,
this 
volume collects all of her poems about the
Middle East, about peace, and about being
an Arab-American in the U.S. Nourishing,
haunting, and hopeful—here is a timeless
and timely book. (12-15)

Greenwillow Books $16.95

John
Coltrane’s
Giant
Steps
Chris
Raschka

Using John Coltrane’s tongue-in-cheek version of
“My Favorite Things,” the narrator/conductor 
introduces the characters—a brown paper box, 
a snowflake, some raindrops and a kitten—each 
of them representing percussion, bass, piano, 
and sax. Raschka mirrors the music with his 
harmonious use of color and shapes as each of 
the performers make their appearance. (6 and up)

Simon & Schuster $17.00

The Secret
Life of Food
Clare Crespo,
photography by
Eric Staudenmaier

Clare Crespo, who
teaches children’s
cooking classes,
has created a
delightful array of
kid-pleasing, crazy
recipes. She sees
food as an art
supply and cooking as a creative activity for the whole
family. Recipes can be followed to the letter to create
such edible art as Tarantula Cookies, Monkey Pops, or a
Jello aquarium; or they can provide a jumping off point
to let the imagination run wild. (all ages)

Hyperion Books for Children $19.99

When Marian
Sang
Pamela Muñoz Ryan,
illustrated by Brian
Selznick

The life of the great
African-American singer is crafted within the metaphor of the
Metropolitan Opera stage. As the book opens, the curtain pulls 
back to reveal Marian as a young girl singing in a street scene. It
proceeds to show the trials that she had to endure to overcome racial
prejudice and achieve the pinnacle of her career: to become the first
African-American to perform at the Metropolitan Opera. A brilliant
collaboration between author and illustrator. (9 and up)

Scholastic Press $16.95



Annie experience when they go into space. (8-10)

Random House (pb) $3.99

SEEMORE READERS
Seymour Simon

Boys especially will reach for these full-color, photo-
graphic, in-your-face books that are high-interest topics
and curriculum-appropriate as well. Written by an
award-winning science writer, be sure to see all the
“SeeMore Readers.” An extra: each paperback contains
a set of collectible cards.

Danger! Volcanoes
What is a volcano, where are they located, what makes
them work, what are the damages as well as the good
they can do. These are just some of the answers that
explode off the pages of this Level 2 “SeeMore
Reader.” (6-8)

Baby Animals
“A humpback whale calf is 12 feet long at birth. In one
day the calf drinks 100 gallons of milk and gains up to
200 pounds.” Facts like these are both fascinating and
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In My
World
Lois
Ehlert

Creeping bugs and wiggling worms, splashing rain
and glittering stars—nobody notices the details of
the world around them more than children—and
artists. Take a walk with bestselling picture book
creator, Lois Ehlert, in this vibrant die-cut celebra-
tion of nature’s many wonders. Complete with a
simple rebus game, this gentle book of discovery
will inspire readers of all ages to share their love for
nature—and to look at the world in a whole new
way. (4-8)

Harcourt Children’s Books $15.00

Waiting for Wings
Lois Ehlert

Every spring, butterflies emerge and dazzle the world
with their vibrant beauty. But where do butterflies
come from? How are they born? What do they eat—
and how? With a simple, rhyming text and glorious
color-drenched collages, Lois Ehlert provides clear
answers to these and other questions as she follows
the life cycle of four common butterflies. Complete
with butterfly and flower facts, identification tips, and
directions for planting a butterfly garden. (4-8)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Harcourt Children’s Books $17.00

Tell Me, Tree
All About
Trees for Kids
Gail Gibbons

Large-format,
filled with color-
ful watercolors,
Gibbons’ book
on trees discuss-
es the parts of a
tree, the func-
tions, the
growth, and different types of trees. A section on identifi-
cation and a discussion of how trees are useful to peo-
ple, 
animals, and the environment makes this simple 
informative book serve well as a basic tree guide. (4-8)

Little, Brown & Co.
$15.95

The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse
Hawkins
Barbara Kerley, illustrated by Brian Selznick

In the mid-19th century, Waterhouse Hawkins
devoted his life to building the first life-sized
models of dinosaurs. Here is the story of a
consuming passion, of triumph, of loss, and
the courage it took for Waterhouse Hawkins to
build these extraordinary models. Waterhouse
Hawkins believed in himself and had the
courage to follow his dream.This unforgettable
story has something for the youngest dinosaur
aficionados to those interested in art, science,

or pioneering

people. (7 and up)
2001 ABC

CHOICES AWARD
WINNER

Scholastic Press
$16.95

Magic Tree
House

Research Guide: Space
Will Osborne and Mary Pope Osborne

How did the universe begin? How hot is the sun?
How long does it take to get to the moon? Find
out the answers to these questions and more in
one of the factual research guides that accompany
the extremely popular Magic Tree House readers.
Here are the facts behind the magic that Jack and

have great
child appeal.
Level 1
“SeeMore
Reader.” 
(5-7)

Seastar
(pb) $3.95 ea.

The Grapes 
of Math
Greg Tang, illustrated by Harry Briggs

In this ingenious math book, Greg Tang takes the
sting out of computation. With a combination of
wacky rhymes and picture clues, Tang provides cre-
ative ways for kids to solve math puzzles quickly
and effectively by using patterns and combinations
of numbers. Creative solutions include tricks like

counting only half and dou-
bling, or subtracting in order to add, or adding
easy sums and then clustering them. Tang
achieves his goal of making math fun. (8-10)

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER

Scholastic Press
$16.95

Math for All Seasons
Greg Tang, illustrated by Harry Briggs

Greg Tang once again uses his magical formula
for making math fun, but this time it is aimed 
at the younger set. Instead of relying on dry for-
mulas or memorization, Tang provides a collec-
tion of rhyming math puzzles that encourages
kids to think through each problem. The spreads
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Amber Was Brave, 
Essie Was Smart
Vera B. Williams

Amber and Essie are two devoted sisters faced
with a very challenging life which they meet
with an ebullient attitude. Their mother works
long hours in a low paying job, their father is
serving time for check forgery, they often are
hungry, cold, and a bit frightened; but in 
spite of this, Williams presents a portrait of
confident, resilient, joyous sisters. The story 
is presented as a collection of poems and
enchanting portraits rendered in pencil and 
colored pencil drawings. Ending on an upbeat 
note as Father returns home, Vera Williams
celebrates the value of strong family bonds.
Booklist (starred review) (7 and up) 

2001 ABC CHOICES AWARD WINNER 

Greenwillow Books $15.95

The Teddy Bear
David McPhail

A young boy and his beloved teddy bear are inseparable.
After eating with his family at a diner, the boy absent-
mindedly leaves his beloved friend behind. Teddy bear
ends up in the dumpster where he is rescued by a home-
less man who immediately forms a strong bond with the
bear. One day in the park, the man sets the bear on a
bench and coincidentally the boy rediscovers his lost
friend. However, when the boy realizes how much the
bear means to the old, lonely man, he gives up the bear,
knowing that the bear will give the man a sense of safety
and of being loved. A treasure of a book about sharing
and compassion. Booklist (starred review) (4-7)

Henry Holt $15.95

I’m Gonna Like Me: Letting Off 
a Little Self-Esteem
Jamie Lee Curtis, illustrated by Laura Cornell

Celebrate liking yourself! The alternating points of
view, a boy’s and a girl’s, show kids how impor-
tant it is to like yourself every day because you are
you. Whether we get the answer wrong or are
picked last for the team, having pride in who we
are is what matters most. (4-8)

Joanna Cotler Books $15.99

In the Space of the Sky
Richard Lewis, illustrated by Debra Frasier

From a tiny snail shell, to the immense blue sky, to
the infinite expanses of our dreams, this spectacular
book takes readers on a poetic journey through the
surrounding spaces in the natural world—and to
the inner spaces of our imaginations. With bold,
graphic collage illustrations by bestselling artist
Debra Frasier and words by renowned arts educa-
tor and poet Richard Lewis, this book will remind
readers young and old of the power of the imagina-
tion to change how we see the world. (6 and up)

Harcourt Children’s Books $16.00

Getting to
Know You!
Rodgers &
Hammerstein
Favorites
Rodgers and
Hammerstein,
illustrated by
Rosemary Wells

Rosemary Wells
turns her imagina-

tion and talent to producing a child’s eye view of the classic
songs from Oklahoma! Carousel, The King and I, and South
Pacific.
An introduction to be enjoyed by children and parents alike. (4-8)

HarperCollins Publishers
$19.99

The Three Questions
Jon Muth, based on a story by Leo Tolstoy

Jon Muth has refashioned a story by Leo Tolstoy about the
search for the answer to three of life’s important questions.
In Muth’s retelling it is a young boy, Nikolai, who is asking
these questions of his friends—a heron, a monkey and a
dog. When they are of no help, he turns to Leo, the wise 
old turtle. With Leo’s guidance, Nikolai is able to find the

answers within himself

by
doing good deeds that lead to inner peace. (7-
10)

Scholastic Press
$16.95

Courage
Bernard Waber 

What is courage? Waber explores the varied

kinds of courage from daring rescues to the
everyday kinds of courage like going to bed
without a nightlight in a celebration of life’s
moments, big and small, that bring out the
hero in each of us. (4-8)

Houghton Mifflin Co. $15.00

A Quiet Place
Douglas Wood, illustrated by Dan Andreasen

Longing for some peace and quiet away from
the noises of busy streets, noisy machines,
and grown-ups talking, a boy discovers 
solitude as he makes his getaway via his
imagination to places where there are peaceful
ponds, vast deserts, and quiet caverns—places



I
t’s hard to find time to really talk

with our children. We all know

that twenty-first-century living 

is more than hectic. For parents 

whose careers eat time and endanger 

relationships—I emphasize busy

fathers as well as busy mothers—

the read-aloud session between a

parent and child is one of the most

effective rescue remedies available.

The time spent reading together 

provides clear evidence to a child of 

a parent’s love, care, and focused

attention. And it gives the parent a

chance to close off the rest of the

world, relax, and connect with the

child wonderfully.

— Mem Fox
Reading Magic

ABC Choices for Children 
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